
At your suggestion I have throw n upon paper, though in a hast y
and imperfec t manner , some of the thou ghts wh ich occurr ed to
me after perusin g in the Jo urnal des Debats, under the signature
C—s, a criticism on -M r. Bulwer 's recent work , ' England and the
English. '

The well-known auth or of these articles is a person to whose
writ ings on England some attention is due . He is one of the
few French men who have a considerable acquaintan ce with
English literature ; and he k nows, for a foreigner , much of
England . His k nowled ge, however , is of a kind which reminds
me of a saying of one of my own countr ymen . Somebody having,
in his presence , praised a third person very highly for the exten-
siveness of his knowledge, € Yes,' he replied, * he know s exactly
enough of every subject to have the wron g opinion .' Precisely
of this kind is the knowled ge which M. Chales possesses of
England. He knows just enough to encour age him to entert ain
the most erroneous opinions. He knows just enough to believe
that whate ver he does not know, does not exist. He knows just
enough to be able to read a work , by a writer of ackn owledged
merit , aboundin g with descri ptions and exemplifications of many
of the most strikin g feature s in the social stat e of Great Britain,
and to close the book withou t having received a single impres -
sion ; never dreamin g that he can have any thin g to lear n on the
subject of England from an instructe d and clever Englishma n ;
setting down ., in the quietest manner , as groundl ess and wort h-
less, every thin g in the book which goes beyond what he pre-
viously knew.

It would be ungracious in an Englishman to be severe on a
foreigner for not bei ng severe upon us. I am glad when a
Fre nchman praises the English ; I am glad when, in a certa in
stage of his intellectual developement, he even over prai ses us, as I
am also when an Englishman , in the same stage of his progress,
overprai ses the French . It is a natural reaction against the
national prejudice and anti pat hy from which both countrie s have
but recently emer ged. It is also a very natural middle stage in the
expan sion of an individual intellect . A vulgar person sees onlytoe virt ues,of his own nat ion, only the faults of other nati ons :
but when, purselv ea beginnin g to rise above the herd , we first
per ceive the* faults which are prevalent among our own count ry-
men, we are apt to pass into the c6ntrar y extreme , and to exaggerate
the degree of positive excellence which is implied by the absence ofthose parti cular faults in other nations. W hite we continue
wgoted, all we tee in foreigners is, that they have not our vir-
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tues : when we become half-enlightened, we sometimes see only
that they have not our faults, forgetting, or not sufficientl y recol-
lecting, that they have other faults which may be equally or
more pernicious.

This last one-side&ness Mr. Bulwer may have partly fallen
into ; and even if, as I am more inclined to think, he is not justly
chargeable with it, yet the tone of severe animadversion in
which he speaks to his own countrymen of their national vices,
might require to be modified if he were speaking of those
same vices to foreigners ; just as we should remonstrate with a
brother or a friend in far stronger terms than we should use in
speaking of the faults of that brother or friend to a stranger, who
ft not already familiar with their good qualities. A writer, there-
fore, who had to introduce Mr. Bulwer's book to the French
public, would have had much to say in mitigation of the un-
favourable impression which might be produced by such stric-
tures on the English if taken without qualification. He might
have said to the French reader, € Here is a powerfully drawn
picture of the faults of the English character ; but a character is
not to be j udged solely by its faults. The characteristic faults,
both of an individual and of a people, always point to their
characteristic virtues ; and if you display nhe one without the
other, you may produce either a panegyric or a satire, which you
will, but not a fair j udgment. By insisting, in the same manner,
upon the faults of the French character, without placing by their
side those excellences which are often the bright side of the very
same qualities, a picture might be made of France as repulsive
as Mr. Bulwer's picture of England, though with a different k ind
of repulsiveness.'

Had M. Chales reviewed Mr. Bulwer's book in this spirit, he
would have merited the thanks of both countries. But the course
he has adopted is the very reverse. Instead of bringing forward
the other half of the truth, he denies that half which Mr. Bulwer
has so cleverly delineated. Instead of teaching France to know
us, he teaches us not to know ourselves. Instead of using our
example to improve his own countrymen, he will not allow us to
be improved by theirs. Instead of pointing out to the French
how much good, and good of the highest and racist kind, and good
which they are far from having yet equalled, coexists in England
with all the evil wh ich Mr. Bulwer describes, he boldly avers
tQat the evil is not eviL

Such commendation of England is worse than the ancient anti-
pathy. It is unnecessary for me, writing to you, to heap up
common places on the importance of friendship and sympat hy
between two such nat ions ; but we want you to sympathize in our
virtues, not in our faults. The wiser and better of the English
will not thank a Frenchman for stepping in with a denial or a vin-
dication ©f all tha t they most disappro ve in their, own countrymen*
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all that they ar e daily and hourl y stru ggling against , all that
th ey are striving" to mak e their countr ymen ashamed of. The
disposition to hold fast by a favourite vice does not stand in need
of any forei gn support . The moral teachers of England , those
who are labou rin g for the regeneration 6f England' s nation al
chara cte r, mi ght have hoped for aid and encoura gement from
the nobler spirits abroad ; they are at least j ustified in presumin g
that they know thei r own countr y as well as M. Chales knows it,
tha t they wish every jot as well to it, and are quite as unlikel y to
judge it harshl y, where harshness is not deserved.

Mr. Bulwer has employed a lar ge part of his work in contend-
ing against what every Englishman of the slighte st elevation of
soul has long cried out again st, as emphaticall y and disgustin gly
our nat ional vice : the universal and all-absorbin g stru ggle to be
or to appear ric h, and the readiness to mak e any sacrifice of
ease, comfort , or personal dignity, for the appearance of mixing*.
with , or of being honoured with the notice of, the wealth y. For
his spirite d denun ciation of this vice he is called to account by
M. Chales in the following term s :—

* Supposez qu 'un Anglais , qui sait que le commerc e c'est toute la
Grande Bre tagne , et que le commerce sails la garantie de la pro pri e'te'
iTexiste pas, derive deux volumes pour se moquer de la propr ie'te', pour
la bafouer , corn me fille aine'e de l'e*goisme et comme mere de tous lea
abus ; que penser iez-vous -de lui ?—Qu 'il faut Tenvoyer & la maison de
force s'il est dan s son bon sens, et a Bedlam s'il est en de'lire.—Envoyez-y
done M. Bulwer , 1'auteur de Paul Cliff brd , de Pelham , et de Devereux,
M. Bulwer dev enu saint -simonien , M. Bulwer qui se moqu e de la pro-
prie'te" et qui n'epargn e pas le commerce. Imag inez ce que ce serait
qu'une Angleterre sans commer e, une A nglete rre spartiat e, qui croup irait
dans son ignorance et dans son abrutissement. Le bel esprit M. Bulwer
a des rail leries tre s mordantes contre le patriotisme e'goiste de Yhomme
qui aime son pays comme sa propr iety pers onnel le. Tout ce que nous
aimons , ne raimons-nous -pas comme nous appartenant , ou comme
devant nous appartenir ? M. Bulwer fait de& caricatures vives, gro-
tesques , colorize s, et s'attaqu e surtout au gros commer ^ant de la Cite" ,
appu yt* sur la colonne de cluffre s et plein de son importance , Ou.
serait , san» de tels appuis , la prospe'rite de la Grande Bretagn e ? Oh.
sera ient ses immenses fabri ques> sea gigamtesques usines , et ses admirablea
por ts ? Ces clioses ne se font pas avec du dand ysme et du bel esprit .
M. Bulwer ressemble trop a ces sophistes Ath e* niens qui arnusaient le
peu ple aux depens de ce qu'il avait de rneilleur et de plus utile , pour lui
^ppre nd re les jolies phrases , les images agreables , et les frivoles combats
^e la par ole/

We have heard of sophists , bath at Athens and in other
places , who have amused the people at the expen se of what are
usua lly considered to be ' ce qu'ils a.vaient de meilleur et de plus
ut ile ,' th eir love of virtue , their love of freedom , their love of their
countr y , thei r love of the pursuits of intellect , their love of God.
**ut thi s is the fii st time we have seen any one reproac hed with
att empting to lau gh his countryma n out of the love of money :
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the first time a people were ever warne d not to let themselves be
cajoled into laying down the desire to grow rich , or , as Mr .
M 'Cull och would phrase it, e the desire inheren t in all mank ind
of betterin g their condition ,' by the allureme nts of e jolies phras es'
and ' images agreables. ' Would to God that there were in the
worl d, that there had ever been in the world since it emer ged
from chaos, any people, any the smallest , paltr iest tribe in the
wildest , most inhospitable desert , among whom the dan ger lay on
that side ! - Alas ! it is not against such small weapons as a few
declamator y phrases and bons r/iofa ,that the aid of morali sts and
politicians needs be invoked to stren gthen a passion, against the
excesses of which the highest degree of human culture yet attaine d
is barel y able to contribute some small counter poise, and to
neutralize some of its more detestable , of its more pitiab le
influences !

Did M. Chales ever know what it was to live in a count ry
where the whole of life is but one incessant turmoil and stru ggle
about obtainin g the means of livelihood ? where the grand object
of the existence of him who has five hundre d pounds a year , is to
make them a thousand ? of him who has one thousand , to make
them two ? of him who has two thousand , to make them ten ?
where next to getting more , the rulin g passion is to app ear to the
worl d as if you had alread y got more , by spendin g or seeming to
spend more than you have ? where hardl y any branch of education
is valued , hardl y any kind of knowledge cultivated , which does not
lead in the directest way to some money-gett ing end ? where
whatever of any hi gher culture still forms part of the received
systems of education , is strikin gly in contr ast with the sp irit of
the age, and is kept alive only by some remains of resp ect for old
customs and traditional feelings ? where (except a few of the
riches t of alt, who in every countr y lead idle and useless lives)
scarce a man can be found who has leisure to think , leisure to
read , leisure to feel ? where such a phenomenon is scarcel y k nown ,
as a man who pref ers his libert y to a little more money, who, like
so many thousands in France , can sit down contented with a
small patrimon y, affordin g him the necessaries and comfort s of
life, but nothing for ostentation , and devote himself to litera ture ,
politics, science, ̂ art , or even to the mere enjoyment of quiet lei-
sure ? w here by most it would scarcel y be deemed credib le if it
were told that such men existed ? where one who professed to act
upon such princ iples woul d be supposed eithe r to hav e some
pur pose to serve by assumi pg a false charac ter , or to have
renounced wealth because wealth had renounced him, because he
had not talents or industr y to acquire it; or , in fine , to be an odd,
eccentric , unaccountable person , borderin g upon a fool or a
madman ? For , the mass of what , by a trul y English expression ,
are called € the better classes,' are quite uncon scious of any th ing
peculiar in their eagerness for wealth ; they suppo se that it is
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natura l, and that all other persons feel as they do ; they do not
philosophize on it, and make a theor y to justify it ; they leave
that to their French apologist. And the truth is, it is not pro-
perly the love of money which is actuati ng them ; in nine cases
out of ten it is not properl y a. p assion at all,—it is a mere habit ;
the acquisition of money is of such immense value in their eyes,
not because they reall y care much for it, but because they care
for nothin g else. Where they are conscious of a motive, what
they are aimin g at is consequence : to keep up their importance in
the eyes of others, by keeping up what almost alone gives
importance in England, the appearanc e of a lar ge income. But
they ar e often unconsciou s even of this ; they are following a
blind mechani cal impulse , which renders money, and the reputa -
tion of havin g money, the immediate end of their actions , without
their knowin g that it is so, far less why it is so, and they are
merely astonished and incredulous when they meet with any one
who acts as if with him the case were other wise. But if theiiJ *
eyes could be opened to the real stat e of their own souls, if their
imaginations could be cultu red up to the bare perception of the
existence of ri ches which are above money, and which money will
not purchase , believe me they would be the last persons to make
the kind of defence for themselves which M. Chales makes for
them . If they knew what they lose by carin g for nothin g in the
worl d but to s get on' in it, they would lau gh at the bare idea of
sacri ficing the tran quillity of their lives for the sake of r la pros-
perite de la Grande Breta gne. ' Yes, it is too true that in
England a man is but one wheel in a machine ; and that the
human rac e, j ud ging from English experience , would seem to
have been created in order that there might be ' immenses fa-
bri ques,' ' gigantes ques usines,' and * admirables ports. ' But
thou gh this is the result , it is not the intention . A foreigner
lands in London or Liver pool, and seeing such docks, such ware -
houses, such manufactories as he never saw before , thinks it vast ly
fine to belong to a countr y which has such thin gs ; but the mer-
chant, or the manu facturer , does he ever think of taki ng credit
to himself for toiling and scrap ing in order that his countr y may
possess dock s and manufactories ? The man has no such thou ght ,
nor would it afford him any solace if he had : he is only thinkin g,
poor man , of how to escape from bankruptcy, or how to be able to
niove into a finer hou se, in a more fashionable quarter of the town .

If the writ er to whom I am rep lying has never known such a
count ry as that which I hav e endeavoured to place before his
imaginat ion, let him bless heaven that he has not ; that he lives
in a count ry where money, thou gh it adds to a person 's conse-
quence, is not necessar y to it; where a great thinker or a great
wr iter is a more impor tant individual than the richest landowne r
or banker ; where any one who has a whole coat on his back,
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though he live in a single room on a fi fth floor , is thought and
thinks himself as fit for any society or any salon in the capital,
and is treated on as perfect a footing of equality when there, as
the richest man in the nation. Let M. Chales well meditate on
these advantages, and if he would learn by contrast how to appre-
ciate them, let him read Mr. Bulwer's book ; for as yet, it is evi-
dent , he has but looked into it.

Does not he accuse Mr. Bulwer of having written his book
expressly to decry the institution of property ? of wishing to put
an end to commerce ? of demanding < une Angleterre sans com-
merce, une Angleterre spartiate, qui croupirait dans son igno-
rance et dans son abrutissement V Now, every person either in
England or France who has read the book, knows that there is
not in it, from beginning to end, so much as one word either
against the institution of property or against commerce. It is
only M. Chales who in his simplicity imagines, that whoever
hints that the trading spirit and the love of money-getting can
possibly exist in excess, must be an enemy to property and to
commerce. All the moral writers who have ever lived, Greek,
Roman, German, English, French, were all, accordin g to this
writer's curious definition , € Saint-Simonians.'

Mr. Bulwer is occasionally superficial, and like all epigram-
matic writers, frequently attains smartness at the expense of
accuracy ; he also occasionally temporizes with same classes of
the enemies of improvement ; but, with all its faults, his book is
the truest ever written on the social condition of England ; and
the French may be assured, that although he misunderstands
many of the smaller features of the English character, he has not
in greater things at all overcharged the unfavourable side. Be-
cause he writes with perhaps somewhat too visible an aiming at
effect, M. Chales accuses him of attempting to make fallacies
pass by means of lively writing ; unconscious that the very live-
liness of the writin g is acting upon himself in quite the contrary
way : he think s the observations must be shallow because they
are brilliantly expressed. Mr. Bulwer's English readers have, I
make no doubt, been very generally impressed in the same
manner. It would be a grea t mistake to suppose that frivolity of
manner in this country prepossesses readers in favour of an
author's opinions ; on the contra ry, it excites a prejudice against
them. But Mr. Buiwer probably thought it better to be read,
even at a disadvantage, than not to be read . Such is the choice
a writer usually has to make, in addressing himself to English
readers, at least of the higher and middle classes. If his mode
of writing be lively and amusing, they distrust all he says ; if he
be not amusing, they do not read*him at all.

I could easily prove to you by examples that the necessity of
being amusing is the cause of almost every blunder in Mr.
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Bulwer 's boot , even in matters of fact. For the sake of being
amusing, he could not be content to discuss, he thou ght it neces-
sary to paint . But , for a picture , details are necessar y as well as
outl ines : and the details which were requisite for correc tly filling
up the picture , Mr. Bulwer often did not know- This is parti cu-
lar ly conspicuou s in all that he writes about Fran ce. Thu s, to
ta ke one instance amon g many, Mr . Bulwer dwells much , and
with reaso n, on the character istic fac t (a fact connected with
many other differences between the two countries ) of the great
personal consideration possessed in France by the leading jour -
na lists, while in England men are ashamed rather tha n prou d of
a connection with even the most successfu l newspaper. Almost
all Mr . Bulwer 's general remark s on this subject are just and
per tinent ; but he must needs illustrate his assert ions by an ima-
ginary conversation between a supposed editor of ' The Times'
and M. Bertin de Vaux. In this conversation there are some
clever traits of satire , but the part which is borne in it by the
rep resentative of Fren ch journ alism must , by ever y Parisia n who
reads it , be felt as laughably incongruous and absurd ; the smallest
blunder being that M. Bert in de Vaux , peer of Franc e, late
deputy for the department of Seine et Oise, is confounded with
M. Bertin Vaine, princi pal editor and responsible mana ger of the
Journal des Debats.

This rem inds me of a most porten tous piece of ignorance of the
state of society in England which M. Cha les displays, in conjunc-
tion with a curi ously perverse misapplication of a tru e prin ciple.
We are all familiar with that kind of philosophic pedantr y, which,
when it has got hold of a few t ruths which it conceives to be a
test of superiorit y over the vulgar , applies them d. tort et &
trave rs , and sees proo f of ignoran ce of them in the bare fact of
maintainin g an opinion different from its own on any subject.
Thus M. Chales declares Mr. Bulwer to be entirel y mist aken in
deemin g the position of a man of letters to be a more desirab le
one in France than in En gland; and then favours his reader s
wit h a column and a half of observa tions on the intri nsic wort h -
ies sness of the characte r of a mere man of let ters, a wr iter by
profession, a hack, who does not write because he has somethin g
to say, but who must find somethi ng to say in order that he may
writ e, and by writin g may obtai n food or praise . Undoubte dly,
thi s is a character of no great worth or dignity, and the observ a-
tions of M. Chales on the subject are perfect ly j ust , and the
mor e j ust the more out of place; for , as M . Chales ought to have
well known , Mr. Bulwer was not complaining of any neglect
shown to such literar y hacks , who, on the contrar y, ar e almost
t he only prosperous persons amon g our public writers ; but of the
almost insuperable obstacles with which those writers ha ve to
Rt niggle who ar e not mere * hommes de lettres y * but students,
giving forth to the world the frui ts of thei r studies ; and the very
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inferior estimatio n in which intellectu al pursuits and intellectualeminence are held , in whatever manner exemplified.
It is a fact, tha t of all the men of scientific eminence now liv-ing in Gre at Britai n, whether eminent in moral and political or inmathema tical and physical knowled ge, there is scarcel y one who,if he wante d a subsistence, could gain it by his scientifi c pursuit s!The consequence is, that the finest scientific talents are , in thepresent state of society, almost lost to the world. Except the oneor two in a hundred who possess an independent fortun e, all th p

rnen of high philosophical intellect in Gre at Britain depend forfood and clothin g upon the vul gar pursuits of some mecha nica l
busi ness., which could be quite adequatel y performed by personswith none, or with a far smaller share of their exalted qualit ies ;an d are able to devote to their higher calling only the few leisur e
hour s left them by the intense competition of the multitudes who ,
for a little bread , are willing to labour incessantl y without any
leisure at all.

Among c men of letters ' it is upon such persons as these
that the defects in the present state of society in Great Britain
fall the most heavil y. As for the hack writers , whom M. Chal es
with so much j ustice condemns,, they , in a world which , whet her
it confesses it or not , is reall y governed by the press, can always,
by sk ilfully play ing upon the meaner passions of the public or of
particular classes, rea p a tolerable pecuniar y harvest. Of consi-
derati on indeed they have little , and deserve , if possible, less ; and
th is brin gs me to the statement of M. Chales which I character-
ised as a portentous piece of ignoran ce. He says :—

' M. Bulwer , tou jours un peu frivole , a signal  ̂ entre la France et
l'An gleterre des d ifferences imagina ires. Le ran g qu'il attribwe a lVdi-
teur d"un j ournal fran ^ais, est tout & fait illusoire . En Angleterre
comme ici, lorsqiTun j ournal est bon , qu'il repr ^sente une masse d'opi-
nion s accrtklit ^es, et qu 'i l en est Tor gane non seulement fidele rnais actif ,
mais spir itua l, mais Eloquent , il devient centre , il conquiert de l'autor itt *,
il indue m&me sur TEtat. Lc chef et l'ame d'une te lle entre pr i se s'arme
cVun pouvoir qui correspond non seulement k la force de Popinion qu'il
repr£sente , ma is au degr& de talent qu'il dep loie et dont il s'entoure .'

Mr. Bulwer , not being a (ool, did not cal l in question any
thi ng so obvious as that in every countr y where newspapers exist,
a powerfull y written and widel y circulate d new spaper must have
great influence. Some of our newspapers are , as M. Chales tru ly
says, powers in the state . But th is influen ce of the press does
not show itself in the shape of respect and consideration for those
who wield th at great empire; their power resembles that which,
in a despotic countr y, is sometimes exercised by a low-born and
disrepu table favou rite , who is at the same time dreaded and
despised . I am not a fraid of being contradicted by any Frenc h-
man when 1 say, tha t in France the profession of a political j our -
nalist is one of the most honourable and most honoured which a
man of powerful intellect and popular eloquenc e can exercise ; it
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15 a road to public dignities ; a career by which a man who is suit-
abl y endowed by nature and education , rises to a position from
which he might at his pleasure be a deputy or a minister , if he
w ere not consciou s of being alread y much more than a deputy, or
even than a minister : and as men, previou sly unknown , may
and continuall y do ri se to eminence by this pro fession, so do men
alre ady eminent avowedly engage in it , without any other feeling
than that they are raisin g, not lowerin g, their personal importance
and rank. Now, I request it of you, show this which I have just
written to any English friend , and hear what he will say. If I
were to publish it to all England, I doubt if the re would be found
a hundred persons in the whole countr y who would not utterl y
disbelieve the statement. Englishmen cannot conceive that jour-
nalism can be anythin g but a rather low and disre putable tra de.
No man of any rank or station in society likes it to be known or
suspected that he has anythin g to do with a newspaper. In
France the re are editors of dail y journ als, any one of whom may
be considere d as individual ly the head, or at lowest the ri ght
hand , of a polit ical part y : in England no journalist , however
popular , is esteemed anythin g higher than the powerfu l and for-
midabl e but rather dan gerous and disagreeable sting in its tail.

Like all despised classes, they, for the most part , merit their
fate. A man of talents condemned to disres pect, generall y be-
comes deserving of it; and makes his talents profitable to him-
self in such ways as are left open to him . not restrained bv the
fear of for feiting the considera tion he cannot look to have. In
Fran ce a journ alist of eminent t alent s, like a deputy of eminent
talents , may at the worst have it presumed tha t the seductions to
which he yields are those of a lofty ambition : but if an English
journ alist is unprinci pled, the interest which actua tes him is of
the most grovellin g' sort : mere gain. A j ourn alist in England is
considered as an adventurer : and in most instances the estima -
tion is just . There are honourable exceptions : men more high-
minded, disinte rested , and patriotic , than some editors of English
news papers , are not to be met with. But they are not sufficientl y
num erous to redeem the character of their class. Its reputation
they could not redeem if they were five times as numerous. For
in England every one who takes part in politics, and who is poor,
is presumed to be an adventurer : and in England every one is
considered poor who is not rich. In England there is some faith
in that kind of public virtu e which consists in not bein g cor-
ru pted , but none whatever in that kind which makes the public
concern s its own, and devotes its life to them : consequentl y, if a
man appears to make politics his occupation , unless he is alread y
extr emely rich , it is always taken for granted tha t his object is
merely to get money.

H owever great the power exercised in England by the press—
and it is a constan tly increasin g power—there must be a thoro ugh
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change in the circu mstances of society in Great Britain , befor e the
profession of a writer will possess that sort of considerati on and
respectabilit y which is now possessed, for instance , by the hi ghly
gentlemanly  profession of the bar. The mora l revoluti on, of
which one of the many effects would be to exalt publi c write rs to
a station and consequence proportioned to their real power ,
might be might ily accelerated by their own efforts ; but our men
of letters have in general no consciousness of being below their
proper station ; they are too morall y abject to be wort hy of, or
even aspire to, a higher.

But I must pause . Were I to comment upon every unfounde d
assertion of M. Chales at as much length as I have in this one
instance , my criticism would be nearl y three times as long as his
th ree art icles combined . I will let him off with a remark or two
upon one more topic.

One of Mr. Bulwer 's complaints is that moral philosophy, the
philosophy of man 's spiri tual nature, his intellec t, his feelings, and
his duties , meets with little cultiv ation in England. To Wb& M.
Chales makes answer : ' Tant mieux, mille fois ; la morale scien-
tifi que, divide par chapitre s, la moral e de parade , m'ennu ie ; elle
est sterile autant que pompeuse : la morale prati que est la seule
bonne / &c. &c. ; and wisely tells us that discussions and subtil-
ties on moral s are not moral ity, and that Greece, Rome, Ital y,
&c, were least -moral , in the ages in which moralit y was most
talked about . cIYue ; and if M. Chales can estab lish that the
neglect of moral science in England arises from our being in a
state of primeval simplicity, in which a few great and fixed princi-
ples of morals are univers ally acknowled ged and firml y rooted in

^ our hearts , and that it is from the unswervin g firmnes s of our
habi tual regard for our duty th at we consider all discussion of it
superfluou s, I shall agree with him that his fine talk is strictl y
to the point and altogether conclusive . But it argues no small
share of primitive simplicity in M. Cha les, that he should ascribe
to us that sort of virtue which consists in the ignoranc e of evil.
The fact is, M. Chales is completely out in his philosophy ; he
has confounded the eff ect , or rather sy mjj tom, and eventual
remedy , of a decline in public moral s, with the cause. The
Greeks and Romans did not become immoral by theorizin g on
morals , thou gh they did not (perh aps) begin to theorize on
morals until tney were becomin g immoral. /Whe n ethical specu -
lation s come into vogue, it is general ly symptomatic of a decay, or
at least (in the medical sense) a critical p eriod in a natio n's morals .
And why so ? Because it is a proof that the people are no longer
unite d by a common faith ; that the popular creed has begun to
give way before the progress of knowled ge. But there never was ,
and never will be, a vir tuou s people, wher e there is not unanimi ty,
or an agreement nearl y approachin g to it, in thei r notions of
virtue. The most immoral periods in a nation 's history are
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always the sceptical periods , when the old convict ions are dying
away, and no new ones havin g yet taken their place, each person
< does what is right in his own eyes ;' and as in those periods
alone the doctrine s of morals appear to require discussion , those
are the only times when (except among casuists by profession)
the discussion and the study of them comes into vogue. Such is
now the case in German y and France ; but in England we are
unfortu natel y in the predicament of havin g the will withou t the
remedy. We have thrown off, or are rapidly gettin g rid of, our
old convictions, and are not formin g new. We have the diversi-
ties of opinion , the noisy conflicts ; we do dispute on moralit y,
but we do not philosophize on it , simply becau se we do not philo-
sophize upon any thin g—it is not our way ; we set no value on
systema tic thought. This Mr. Bulwer blames us for, and sure ly
with no little reason. I wish M. Cha les would point out to us
how, except by the inquiries and studies which he condemn s, we
can ever recover from the state which he laments ; how, except
throu gh moral philosophy, we can ever hope to ar rive again at
unit y in our moral convictions , the necessar y preliminar y to any
elevatio n of the standard of our moral practice. Unless, indeed ,
we may permit ourselves to hope for a fr esh reve lation from
heaven , which M. Chale s, I presume , will hardl y be bold enough
to prop hecy. It *

And now I must brin g to a close these desultor y observati ons ,
which yet I hope may not fail to answer , in some degree, th e
pur pose for which they were written . A.

A RUM MER SOISQ FOR THE «PBN AJR.

O ! thu sweet aum roer weather
Brings j oyous thou ght s together ,

Like drops of dew,
Glitterin g at morn 's sweet pr ime
On a sunn y ban k of th yme,

With Us blossoms blue
How can the heart be sad ?
When the vejy air is glad

W ith pleasant sounds ,
Of a thou sand happy thin gs,
Dancing in dizzy rin gs

Their airy round a.
J ind the bri ght and blporn ipg flow'rs
Give to the laughing hours

Their fra gran t breath ;
And , whisperin g, seem to say,
* Let every brow be gay

1 With a rosy wreath/
• In the music of t  ̂taog (piBfi*Qd tQ tjie W^ut umnW) 

the chorus is intended
for children's yoices. *
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Sweet offspring of the earth !
I 'l l teach my heart th y mirth ,

Even tho ' it be
But a summer dream of joy ,
Which winter will destro y,

As it will thee.
Yet will I strive to keep,
In my bosom buried deep,

Your fra grant bloom ;
And memor y shall raise
Thou ghts of these sunny day s

Mid hours of gloom.
Kathleen

896 The Seven Temptations

' It is necessar y for the acquisition of that charity, which is the soul
of Christi anity , for us to descend into the depth s of our own nature ; to
put ourselves into man y imaginar y and untried situations , that We may
enable ourselves to form some tolerable notion how we might be affected
by the m ; how far we might be tempted—how far deceived—how far
we might have occasion to lament the evil power of circu mstances, to
weep over our own weakness, and pray for the pardon of our crimes ;
that , having raised up th i« vivid perception of what we might do, suffer ,
and become, we may apply the rule to our fellows, and cease to be
astonished in some degre e at the shapes of atroci ty into which some of
them are transformed ; and learn to bear with others as brethren , who
have been tried tenfold beyond our own experienc e, or perhaps our
strengt h.'—Preface.

Such is the trul y moral and rel igious pur pose-which the writer
of this volume contem plates, and which she has pursued by such
means as may probabl y at first sight startle many of her admirers ,
but which the perusal has convinced us are judic iously adopted.
It is but a few years since a quaker poet was spoken of as a
phenomenon ; we have here the more ext r aordinar y spectacle,
and that too realized by a woman , of a quaker dramatist. There
is no coura ge like that of the c wiscjorn * which is ( pure and
gentle. ' It is liable to no failure which can "be disgraceful ; and
the success of its experiment is as benefi cent as it is honourab le.

' Achzib the liar / a demon envious of the honou rs awarded
in the satanic empire to some of his fellows for their success in
seducin g mankind to sin, ascends to eart h with the determina tion
of obtainin g similar distinc tion for himself ; for which purpo se
he selects seven human beings, to tempt accord ing to their sever al
natu res, and stakes his claim on the result showing the superior
power of evil over good. Each of these tempt ations is the sub-
ject of a dram a, the continuation and conclusion of the allegory
linking them together , and giving the plan its unit y.

* By Mar y Howitt * London : Btntle y, 3834,

THE SEVEN TEMPTATIONS. *



The firs t drama is entitl ed 'The Poor Scholar / and shows
the demon baffled in his attem pt upon a youth ful pedagogue,
at the point of death , in circ umstances of penur y and privation .
The meditat ions of the schola r at evening, when his failing frame
indicates that he has dismissed his class for the last time, and is
about to learn , himself, the solemn lesson of mortalit y, are very
beautiful and touchin g ; as are some portions of his dialogue with
the evil spirit , who comes to visit him in the guise of a philo-
sopher. We cannot enti rely acquiesce in the moral of this
dram a. We are not quite sure tha t we distinctl y apprehend the
nature of the temptation. In part it is an appeal to the desir e
of literar y honour and of personal comfort . But it seems mainl y
to relate to the student 's faith , which is assailed in certain books
and parchments put into his hands by the tempter. Now, if the
wr iter intends that the salvation of the soul would be endangered
by the reception of false opinions, and that too while the mind is
debilitated by mortal sickness , we protest against her doctri ne.
Nor do we imagine it to be at all needful or desirable to cherish
that horror of the very nam e of philosophy, which is probabl y
felt by many of the well-meanin g, but not very intelli gent reli-
gious persons , to whom the authorshi p of this volume may be a
sufficient passport even for a drama. To feed their fears is quite
superfluous , and wor se than carr ying coals to Newcastle. We
cannot imagine Mar y How itt to wish the rel igious wor ld more
imphilosophical or anti- philosophical than a lar ge portion of it
is at the present moment. There is no dan ger of the fiend 's
imposing upon them . Their temptations are all the other way ;
and if it consorted not with her plan to unsto p their ears to
soun ds c musical as is Apollo's lute,' she should nevertheless
have avoided the semblance of ministerin g to the purblind horr or
that tends to alienat e reli gion from the intelli gence of the age.

In t he second drama , ' Thomas of Torres ,' t he demon secures
his prey by exciting the avarice of a spendthrift who had wasted
all his substance. The scenes of this drama are separated by
long- intervals of time, amount ing alto gether to twent y-one years,
so that opportunit y is afforded , and improved, for strikin g pic-
tures of the descent fro m one dept h to another of crime , down
which the most sordid species of the most sordid passion dra gs
the soul .

' The Pirate ' also shows the princi ple of evil trium phant , and
by the agency of avarice also, though differentl y modified. It
acts upon a nobler nat ure, and kindles up instead of smot herin g
t he other passions. A lbert Luber g, a young merc hant , whose
vessel has been wrecked , is induced by t he demon to become his
partner in what afterwards turns out to be a pirate ship. The
voyage is full of beauties and horrors , both of which are power-
fully sketched. The Indian isle and the simple Edah are loveli-
ness itself. The plague-ship, and the destruction of its crew, are
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portray ed with inspiratio n derive d, we can imagine, from the*¦ Ancient Mariner/ The miser of the precedin g tale grows
more and more callous with every crime, till his heart is har d
as the neth er millstone ; but the pirate has feelings which
stru ggle the more , the deeper he plunges, until he is led fort h to
execution in all the agonies of remorse without hope.

The fourth dram a, ' The Old Man / is of a more gentle and
touchin g character. The trial is to make a para lytic old man,
who ia ever repining at the loss of his youth and stren gth forfeit
his hope of heaven by using unhal lowed rtieans for their renew al.
The proposition recovers his mind to a sense of the dut y of re-
signation to the appointm ents of heaven.

' Raymond * dep icts the fatal effects of pleasure and unre -
stra ined self-indul gence on a youthful mind full of high aspira -
tions and susceptibility to beaut y, but destitute of the ener gy
which moral discipline should have imparted . We extract tne
opening soliloquy :—

' How full of joy is life ! All thin gs are made
For one great scheme of bliss—all things are good,
Aa at the first when God pronounc ed them so :
The broad sun pouring down upon the earth
His bri ght efful gence ; every lighted dew-dro p
Which glitters with the diamond 1

* many rays ;
These flowers which gem the coronal of earth ;
Those larks , the soaring minstrels of the sky ;
Clear waters leaping like a glad existence ;
Forests and distant hill *, and low green valleys,
And feeding flocks, and little hamlet homes ,
All , a)l are good—all , all are beautiful !
Existence is a joy ! I walk , I leap
In that exuberant consciousness of life
Which nerves my limbs and makes all action pleasure
The vigour of stron g life is in my frame
As pinions to the eagle: and my soul
la as a winged angel , soarin g up
In  its full joy unto the heaven of heavens ;
Tliank God for life, and for the spirit which gives
The fullness of enjoyment unto life !

All that the soul desire * of good and fair
Will I possess ; knowled ge that elevates
And that re fines ; and hi gh philosophy,
Which wakes the godlike princi ple in man ;
And in the founts of sacred poesy
I will baptize my spirit , and drink deep
Of its pu re livin g waters ; and sweet music
Shall minist er to me, like heaven ly sp irits
Cal ling me upwards to sublimer worlds !
All that is beautifu l in art and nat ure—
Fai r forms in sculptured marble , and the works
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Of the immortal masters will I stud y ;
And so imbue my spiri t With a sense
Of grac e and majesty, till it shal l grow
Like that which it perceives ! To me far lands ,
Immortal for their ancient histories ,
Shall be familia r places : I will seek
The Spirit of greatness where the great hav e dwelt ,
And left behind eternal memories.

Am I not youn g, and filled with high resolves ?
And lik e the sell my will shall be supreme ;
Man shal l not set it barriers , nor shall say,
" Thus far , but yet no farther !" I will on!
Glory and pleasure at the goal I see,
And I will win them both : pleasure , which crowns
Glory with its most radiant diadem —
Pleasure , that springs from the proud consciousn ess
Of hi gh achievement , purch ased at a price
None but the great -would dare to pay for it!

Ere long, dear mother , thou shalt see thy son
Amon g the honourable of the earth.
I know not how renown shall be achieved ;
But that it shall is my most solemn purpose ,
And this is my first earnes t of success,
That w ithout power, heaven gives not the desire !'

p. 155—158

This youth becomes a licentious prod igal ; bre aks the hearts 01
his mother and of his betrothed by his desertion and excesses ;
loses the last remains of his propert y to a rival , whom he stabs
in a parox ysm of reven ge and jealousy ; and dies by suicide,
while a chorus of celestial spirits chan t their wail over a soulf for ever , ever lost V

We question the mora l truth of this drama . A spirit which
had attained to, and which retained , so much of the sense of
good as is ascribed to Raymond could not become the enti re and
fina l thrall of evil. There was in it the princi ple of redemption .
Nor is he so much the victim of the tempt er 's seductions , or his
own presum ption , as of that erroneo us education which had
generated an infirmit y of purpose not akin to such a nature .
The author ia partl y ri ght and partl y wron g on this topic. She
says, in the introd uctio n, ' the most peri lous of all conditions is
to be the son of a widow/—f the timid, enervatin g system of
fe male governmen t gives the heart a bias towards pleasu re, with -
out str engthening it for resistance , or even enablin g it to dis-
crimin at e between good and evil.' But it is ra ther the ster n
and ri gorous system of exclusion which produces this moral
feebleness. And this is intim ated in the dram a itsel f to have
been the plan of Raymond 'a mother :—
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' She is a woman who has tried the world
And found it a deceit ; therefore she keeps
Her gentl e Ray mond like a Corydon ,
Watchin g his silly sheep am ong the f ields.9

Of course f her gentle Raymond * is prepared to be imposed
upon by the deceit. She had kept the wax soft for the reception
of the fiend 's seal . This capital mistake should have been mor e
stron gly marked .

' Phili p of Maine ' is on ambition ; a long and bustlin g dra ma ,
but to our taste the least pleasing of the whole. A disappointe d
young aristocrat becomes a demagogue, and then a despot, and
so goes to the devil . The tal e is somewhat trite .

The series concludes , ver y beautifull y and impressively, withf The Sorrow of Theresa / in which the demon endeavours to
make mat ernal fondness a rack on which to torture a woma n
into the language of impiety. He is not only foiled of his
intended victim, but loses one who was previou sly in his gras p,
the stern and reprobate husband , whose heart is touched and
pu rifi ed by her uncon qu erable goodness. In conclu sion , the
spirit of evil, thou gh successful in dra gging down to perdition
four out of the seven on whom he had tried his temptati ons, is
pronoun ced, by an angel of truth , to have failed, bec ause the
misera ble example of those whom he seduced *had warned many
more of dan ger , and become the means of their salvation.

While we award stron g and heartfel t praise to thi s poem, both
in its conception and execution , there are some objections which ,
regardin g it rather as a moral th an as a literar y productio n, il
is incumb ent on us to express. We think it is con structed on too
narrow a basis, too limited a view of the stru ggles, perils, and
glories of man 's moral nature ; that the temptat ions are too re-
mote from the actual tri als of life* in the present stat e of society ;
an d that sometimes the temptatio n, in orde r to give it sufficient
power , is so framed as to render doubtful the realit y of the virtue
to which it is opposed.

No less than th ree of the dramas relate entirel y to re ligious
faith or trust , the trial of which is also specificall y included in a
fou rth . This is out of proportion for a temptation which must
chiefl y address itself to weak and ignorant minds . The preva-
lent modes of teachin g reli gion unha pp ily keep many minds in
that condition , but the knowled ge even of history and science
throw so much light on the beni gnity of the providentia l plan ,
as to dri ve the peril very much into that circle wi thin wh ich
priestcraft domineers in darkness over feebleness. There might
also have been much more touchin g delineations of the corr upt-
ing influen ces of cupidity, drawn from the existing state of society,
than those which are afforded by the crimes of the Miser and the
Pirate. The peculiar manifestati on is so alien from, common
life, that it keeps out of sight how thorou ghly the vice itself is
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naturalized. We should like to have seen, t raced by such a
hand , some display of the ost enta tion , the servilit y, the want of
sincerit y, which are so ri fe in the wor ld. A young clergyman ,
entan gled into a profession for which he has no vocatio n, by the
prospect of a benefice ; recitin g pra yers which he does not feel,
and subsc ribin g articles which he does not believe : or a young
lawyer graduall y disencumberi ng himself of political and per-
sonal vera city as he mounts the ladder of his profession ; would
have been good subjects for the demon. Or , Achzib might have
ha d interest enough to procure an official appointmen t for a
patriot , only toler abl y honest. The re is nothin g like brin ging a
moral lesson home to men 's business and bosoms. This is what
the pulpit rarel y does ; the re seems an implied agreement be-
tween preacher s and people that the peace is to be kept upon
most of the real practical intere sts of morali ty ; but the press is
less rest ricted , and our author shows no lack of coura ge.

We must also object to the manner in which an alleged incon-
stanc y of affection is set forth as a vice in the dramas of s The
Pirate ,' and f Raymond. ' Both heroes are introduced to us as
betrothe d, and both fall in love after wards . Very wron g, no
doubt , if they could help it ; but as in bo th cases, accordi ng to
Mar y Howitt 's own showing, it was scarcel y possible to be avoided,
she acts rather cruell y in predest in atin g them first to the offence
and then to the punishment. It reall y seems to us th at she has
made Edah more loveable than Constance ,, and Clara than Ade-
line. This counteracts her own pur pose. The indictmen t and
the eviden ce do not corres pond. We doubt much whether the
nominall y second love, in each case, be not really the fi rst . But
here was the author 's difficulty. Unless the second were made
attract ive, the conduct of the hero would not have been ade-
quately motived. But in bestowin g so much att ractiveness and
congenialit y on the second, the first is red uced to a mere fancy.
Ha d not previous long familiarit y been suppo sed in the stor y,
we should say that the real viciousness was in the betroth ment ;
or rath er in the state of manners and customs whic h will not allow
eit her man or woman , boy or girl , any real opportunity of know-
ing a character until after they have pledged them selves always
to prize it above all other characters , and not to see or feel that
any diversit y of it would have been more conduc ive to happiness.
The result s of this system prob ably influenc ed the wri t er 's mind ,
althou gh she transfe rre d them to parties supposed to be dif-
ferently situated .

There is a richness in the occasion al lyrics of this little volume
which we must not forget to rema rk , and to illustrate by quota-
tion. We do not meet with such songs every day . The sweet-
ness of the first , the simplicity of the second, and the stern ma-
jesty of the third , of the thr ee specimens which follow, show that
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the write r may compete for the highest rank in this species of
composition.

The first is the song of Edah , the Indian ,girl, in the c Pirat e ;'
sung in a gro tto in the island , as she fans Albert with a plume of
feathers while he sleeps.

* Little waves upon the deep
Murmur soft when thou dost sleep ;
Gentl e birds upon the tree
Sing their sweetest songs for thee ;
Cooling gales , with voices low,
In the tree-to ps gen tly blow !
Dearest , who dost sleeping lie,
All things love thee , so do I !
When thou wak 'st the sea will pour
Treasures for thee to the shof fe ;
And the earth in plan t and tree *
Brin g forth fruits and flowers fbr thee ;
And the glorious heaven above
Smile on thee , like trustin g love I
Dearest , who dost sleeping lie,
All thin gs love thee , so do I V p. 82.

The next is sung by one of the sailors, in the Pirate ship,
when their apprehensions begin to be awakened , and his comrade
asks for c a good hymn, or a song set to a hymn tune. '

u * Who was the first sailor ?—tell me who can ;
Old father Neptune ?•*—No, you're wron g ;

There was an other ere Neptune began ;
Who was he? tell me. Tig-htl y an d stron g

Over the waters he went—-he went ,
Over the waters lie went i

Who was the first sailor ?—tell me who can ;
Old fath er Noah ?—No, you're w rong ;

There was another ere Noah began ;
Who Mas he ? tell me. Tightl y and strong

Over the waters he went—he went ,
Over the waters he went.

Who was the firBt sailor ?—tell me who can ;
Old fath er Jason ?—No, you re w rong ;

There was another ere Jason began ;
Don't be a blockhead , boy ! Tightl y and strong

Over the waters he went—he went ,
Over the waters he went.

Ha ! 'tis nou ght but the poor little Nautilus-
Sailing away in his ancient shell ;

He has no need of a compass like us,
Fou l or fair weather , he manages well 1

Over the water he goes—he goes,
Over the water he goes.' p. 76.
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The solemn strain which follows, is introdu ced at a scene of
revelry, after a bacchanalian lay, with a. dramat ic effect for which
we must refer the reader to the work .

' She stood before our Lad y's shrine ,
And offered gems and gold ;

A statel y woman , pale and sad,
Before her time grown okL

And softl y, soft ly murmure d she
A prayet so sad and low,

And hid her face with both her hand s.
That none her grief might know *

That woman 's prayer , unh eard by man ,
Went up to God on high,

Like an archan gel's trumpet voice,
Tha t shakes the earth and sky.

c < Give back my wandere r unt o me,
Mine errin g child restore !*'

But the hills of heaven they answere d her ,
" He 's lost for everm ore I"

•' Give back ,'* she cried , " mine only one.
Have I not sorrowed sore !"

But the dept hs of hel l mad e answer low
" He 's ours for evermore .** ' p. 70.

The purit y of sentimen t, the truth of descri ption , the melody
of versification , the amiable , holy, and beneficent spir it , by
which these dramas are pervaded , will have beeh antici pated by
those who had read and loved the former produ ctions of the
wr iter. But many will be taken by surprise in the high and
bold qualities which they also exhibit . There is, however , acros s
the Atlanti c, a critic of a kind red spirit , whose philosophical and
far -seeing mind had alread y tau ght the harmo ny of such at t ri-
but es, and shown the natural compatibilit y of the gentleness of
religion with the power of dramaticall y developing the da rkest
deeds and passions. We cannot better embod y our own v iew,
an d conclude this notice , than by appendin g what we may almost
ter m an ant icipator y criticism by Dr. Channin g on the Tra gedies
of Alar y How itt. The quotation is from his ' Remark s on the
Charact er and Writings of Fenelon,' published in the Ch ristian
Examiner for M arch , 1829.

c We believe that the un ion of reli gion with genius , will favour that
species of composition to which it may seem at first to be least pro -
pitio us. We refer to that departmen t of literature which has for its
obj ect , the delineation of the Btronger and more terrible and guilty pas-
sions. Stran ge as it may appear , these gloomy and appalling feature s
of our nature may be best compre hended and portrayed by the purest
and nobl est minds. The common idea is, that overw helmin g emotion s,
the more they are experienced , can the more effectua lly be described.
We have one str ong presump tion against this doctri ne. Traditi on leads
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us to believe, that Shakspear e, though he painte d so faithfull y and fear -
full y the storms of passion , was a calm and cheerful man . The passion s
are too en grossed by their objects to meditate on themselves ; and none
are more ignoran t of theiir growth and subtile workin gs than their own
victims . Noth ing reveals to us the secre ts of our own souls like reli gion ;
and in disclosing to us, in ourselves , the tendency of passion to absor b
every ener gy, and to spread its hues over every thou ght , it gives us a
key to all souls ; for in all , hum an nature is essentiall y one , havin g the
same spiritual elements , and the same grand features. No man , it is
believed , understands the wild and irre gular motions of the mind , like
him in whom a princi ple of divine order has begun to estab lish peace:
No man knows the horror of thick darkness which gathers over the
slaves of vehement passion , like him who is risin g into the li ght an d
di gn ity of virtue. There is indeed a selfish shrewdness , which is thou g ht
to give a peculiar and deep insi ght into hum an nature. But the know -
led ge of which it boasts is partial , distorted , and vulgar , and wholl y
unfit for the purposes of literature. We value it little . We bel ieve that
no qualification avails so much to a knowled ge of human nature in all
its forms , in its good and evil man ifestations , as that enli ghtened , celes-
tial charit y which reli gion alone inspires ; for this establishes sympathies
between us and all men , and thus makes them intell igible to us. A
man imbued with this spirit alon e contem plates vice, as it reall y exists ,
and as it ought always to be describ ed. In the mos t depraved fellow-
beings , he sees par takers of his own nature. Amidst the terrible ra-
vages of i\ie passion s, he sees con science , thoug h pr ostrate , not de-
stro yed nor wholl y powerles s. He sees the proofs of an unextinguished
mor al life, in inward stru ggles, in occasional relentings , in si ghin gs for
lost innocence , in reviving throbs of earl y affectio ns , in the sop hist ry
by which the guilty mind would becom e reconciled to itself , in rem orse ,
in anxious forebodings , in despair , perha ps in studied recklessness and
cherished eelf-for getfulness. These conflicts between the passions and
the moral nature , are the most interesting subjects ia the branch of
literature to which we refe r , and we believe that to portra y them with
truth and power , the man of genius can find in not hing such effectu al
aid , as in the developement of the moral and reli gious prin ciples in his
own breast. *

404 Plato's Dialogues ; the Ph arlrus.

THE PH ^ DRUS.

This is the most miscellane ous of all the longer dialogues of Plato.
The subjects on which il touches are very numerous , and are held
togeth er by a very alight thread of connexion. It is not a controver sial
dialogue , part of it being in long discourses , while even in the part
which consists of conversations , Socrates does not combat the opinion
of Ph»d ru9 , but states his own. None of the works of Plato tends
more stron gly to confirm the opinion , that the desi gn of his speculation s
was rather to recommend a particular mode of inquir y, than to incu l-
cate particular conclusions. Whatever in this dialogue has referenc e
to methods of p hilosophizing * (which is the case wit h a grea t and the
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most instructive portion of it ,) appears perfectly serious and in earnest,
while in the remainder there is an appearance of sportiveness, and some*
times almost of mockery.

The dramatic merits of the Phaedrus are very great. It may be pro-
nounced a model of lively and familiar conversation between two inti-
mate acquaintances, Athenian gentlemen in the best sense of the term*accomplished up to the highest standard of their age.

The dialogue derives an additional interest, from its containing, in
the form of an allegory, those doctrines, or rather ideas, on the subject
of love, which, by giving rise to the vulgar expression • Platonic love,*
have made the name of Plato familiar to the ear of thousands, who
otherwise might probably never have heard of his existence.

Socrates meets his friend Phsedrus, coming from a visit to Lysias,
the celebrated orator, and going out to walk. He asks Phaedrus, what
was the subject of discourse between him and Lysias ; and Phsedrus
promises to give him an account of it if he will accompany him in his
walk.

Socrates having complied, Phsedrus tells him that Lysias had read to
the company a written discourse on the subject of love, weipwftevov
two, tCj v Kaktvv̂ ovjL vvb kp atnov B£> i. e. a letter, or speech, (whichever we
choose to call it ,) containin g a proposal, of a nature which would com-
monly be called an amatory one, but without professin g to be in love*This last circumstance, contin ues Phsedrus, is the cream of the mat-
ter ; for he maintains, that one who is not in love ought to be preferred,
as to the matter in question , to one who is. He is a fine fellow, said
Socrates : I wish he would maintain that a poor man should be preferred
to a rich man, an old man to a young, and so on, going through all the
qualities which I and most others possess: his discourse would then be
of great public utility. He then presses Phaedrus very earnestly to
relate .the discourse : Phsedrua pretends want of memory, and coquets
a little, whereupon Socrates rallies him, and says, that he knows he is
dyin g to relate it, and sooner than lose the opportunity would end by
compellin g him to listen. Phsedrus was preparing accordingly to give
an account of the discourse, when Socrates asks him to let him see
what he has got under his cloak ; which turns out to be the very dis-
course itself. When the mirth and pleasantry excited by this discovery
have subsided, they agree to read the manuscript together, as soon as
they can find a convenient place for sitting down.

Ab they are walking along the banks of the Ilissus in quest of such a
spot, Phsedrus asks Socrates whether this is the place from which Boreas
is said to have carried off O re i thy a. No, replied Socrates, it is a little
lower down. Do you believe this story, asked Phaedrus, to be true ? It
would be nothing extraordinary, said Socrates, if, like the wise men, I
disbelieved it. I might then say , that the north wind blew this girl
over the adjoinin g rocks while she was diverting herself in the meadows,
and that for this reason she was said to have been carried off by
Boreas. According to my notion, however, all these things are very
entertaining, but they would make life exceedingly laborious and trou-
blesome : for one would next have to explain the Centaurs, and then
the Chimeera, and a whole crowd of Gorgons and Pegasuses ; which
if one were to disbelieve, and attempt to bring back to proba-
bility, U would be the business of a life. I have not leisure lor these
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things, and I will (ell you the reason : I am not yet able, according to
the Delphic injunction , to know myself ; and it appears to me very
ridicul ous, while ignorant of myself, to inquir e into what I am not con-
cerned in. I therefore leave these things alone , and believe with the
vulgar ; not searchin g into such matters , but into myself and inqui ring
whether I am a beas t, of a mor e complicated structure and more savage
than Typhon , or a tamer and simpler animal, whose nature partak es of
divinity.

Saying these tilings , they arrive at the spot which Fhaed rus had se-
lected for sitting down to read the m anuscri pt. Socrates begins to
look about him with wonder , and praises the beau ty of the place.
Ph aedrus laughs at him, and tells him that he is more like a stran ger
than a nati ve, and never goes out of the town at all. Socrates begs to
be pardone d for the omission ; for, says he, I like to learn : the fields
and trees cannot teach me any thin g, the men in the town can. But
you have found a cure for this fault of mine : for , as they lead hun gry
cattle by carry ing a branch of a tree before them , so, by holdin g a book
in your hand , you might make me follow you all oveor Atti ca.

After these pr eliminaries Phaedrus re ads the discour se ; which is in
in the form of a love-lette r, if that can be called a love-letter which
disclaims love. The following is the substance , and alm ost an exact
trans lation :—

' You know how it is wi th me, and that J th ink this affair would be
advanta geous to us: but I claim , not to be rejected because I dp not
love you. A lover , when his desire ceases, repents of all that he has
done for you : the other has no cause for repentance , for tjie good he
does you was not done fro m irresistible impulse , but from choice, and
deliberation. A lover, too, reckons up the benefits he has conferr ed
upon you, the trouble and anxiet y he has undergone for your sake, the
damage which he has suffered in his private affairs by reason of his
love, and thin k s that by all this he has long ago mad e a sufficien t return
to you for your favours ; but he who doe s not love, can neither prete nd
tp have neglected his own concerns on accpunt of hi a love, nor to have
undergone labour or anxiety, nor to hav e quarrelled with his rel at ions,
so thsit nothin g is left but to be eager and assiduous in doing whatev er
will give you pleasure. Again , if it is a reason for valuing a lover ,
that he is more atta ched to the person whom he loves than to any per-
son else, and is read y botb by word and deed to incur the enmity of
others , in orde r to gratif y the object of his love, it clear ly follows that
if he should afterward s lav* another , he will do aa much for that other.
a.nd will be willing, for the gratification of the other , to quarrel \*i|h hi*
fj rst J ove. And hpy? can it be reasonable to gran t such a favqur to qne
who U under a calamity, which they who know what it is will pot
eyen atte mpt to cure ? for the rne n themselves confess that (bey are in
an unsound state of mind , and know thei r own fully, but c*niK>t con-
quer it. How then can they, when they come (p their sense*, jud ge
that to be well done which they deter mined upon when iu such a aUte ?
Fur ther , if you select from among your lovers even the very twtt, your
clipice must be made from a araall number ; but if you, choojte from
Wong all persons whate ver , excep t lovera , the one vvho \* nnoqt suitab le
to yourself, there ia a. much greater chance of your finding a person
4$&vinf of your ^Uclu^̂ t.
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' If , moreover , you stand in awe of common opinion, and fear lest if
it be known it should be a reproach to you ; a lover , expectin g to be
thought as happy by others as he thinks himself , cannot restrain himsel f
from boasting , and makin g a display to the wotM that he has not
laboured in vain : but he who is not in love has command of himself.
and can choose what is reall y beat, in pr eference to the mere opinion
oi men . Many perso ns must unavoidabl y see and hear of the lovers
who run after you, and if you are even seen talking with them , it is
supp osed that there either is, or shortl y will be, an intri gue between
you : but from your associat ing with a person who is not in love, no
such inference will be drawn , because people are aware that you most
associate with somebody, either from friendshi p or for some other
pleasure. Further , if you are alarmed by a consideration of the insta*
bility of all attachments , and by the reflection that under any other cir-
cumstance s a quarrel woujd be an equal misfortune to both , but after
you have given away what you most value , it is a most severe calamity
to you ; then you have reason to be more especiall y fearful of lovers :
for they are most easily offended , and consider the slightest thing an
injury to them . For which reason they wish to divert the object of their
attachment from all other society ; fearin g those who have wealth , lest
they should outbid them in money ; those who have instruction , lest
they should outshine them in intellect ; and , in short , fearin g all who
have any desir able possession or qualit y whatever. W ishing, therefo re ,
to alienate you from all such persons , the y leave you without friends ;
and if you endeavour to make friends , and so provide better for your
own intere st, you will pr ovoke them . But those who are not in love,
but have obtained their wishes on account of their good qualities , are
not jealous of those who seek your society, but , on the contrary , dislike
those who care not for it, thinking that you ar e scorned by the latte r,
but benefi ted by the former ; so that you are more likely to make
friends than enemies throug h their means.

* Lovers , moreover , frequentl y desire your person before they are
acquainted with your manners and character , so that it is uncertain
whet her they will continue attached to you when their desires are at an
end : but those who are not in love, but have obtained your favours in con-
sequence of previous friendsh ip, are not likely to be less your friends
in consequence of the favours they have received, but rather to consider
those favours as a pledge of future friend ship. And, moreover, it is
more for your mental improv ement to comply with my wishes, than
with those of a lover ; for lovers praise all you say or do* however
unr easonabl e, partl y from fear of your disp leasure , and partl y because
their own judgmen t is warped by their desire. For such is the effect
of love : if unfortunate , it makes that a source of pain which gives no
pain to other person s ; if fortun ate , it makes the lover applaud, in the
person he loves, what is reall y no cause for satisfaction : so that lovers
deserve our pity far more than our envy. But if you yield yourself to
me, I shall not serve you for present pleasure , but for future good ; not
over-mastered by love, but retaining command over myself; not
vehemently provoked by slight causes , but t ar dily excited to moderat e
resentment even by grea t provocations ; pardoni ng all involuntary
Gflenoe, and endeavourin g to dissuade you from that which ia voluntary :
*k— a*» the rin s of what will be a lasting friend ship. But if you
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suppo se that there cannot be a strong attachme nt , save from love, con-
sider that if tha t were true , we should not love our children , nor our
parents , nor possess faithful friends, who have become bo from othe r
causes than sexual desire. It may be said that you should confer favours
upon those most who need the m most* But , if this wer e true , it would
follow that you should select for the objects of your benefits , not the
best , but the most destitute ; and that in your entertainme nts you should
in vite , not your friends , but beggars and the hun gry : for th ey will
come the most eagerly , and will be most delighted and most gratef u l,
and will invoke innumerable blessings upon your head.

4 But the persons fi ttest to receive favours are not they who most need
the m, but they who can make the best return : not lovers only, but all
who are worth y ; not they who will mere ly enjoy you during the season
of your beauty, but they who when you grow old will continu e their
benefits ; no*t th ey who will ostentatious ly display their successes to
others , but they who will preserv e a modes t silence ; not they who will
pay court to you for a short time , but they who will remain your friends
during your whole life ; not they who when their desire s have ceased ,
will looj* out for an excuse to quarr el with you, but they whose excel-
lence will then be most perceived , when their pleasures are over. Remem-
ber , the n, all these things ; and consider that lovers are continual ly re-
monstrated with by their friends , as givin g in to an evil pract ice, but
he who loves not , was never for that reason censured by any friend , as
consultin g ill for his own affairs . You may perha ps ask me, whether
I advise you to grat ify all who do not love you ? But neither do I
think th at a lover would bid you comply with the desire s of all your
lovers , for it would diminish the value of the favour to him who receives
it , and would incre ase the difficult y of concealment , Now, harm
ought not to arise to either party from the connexion , but advantage
to both .'

Havin g re ad this discourse , Phaedru s asks Socrates whether he does
not admire it exceedingly, both in other respects , and for the excellence
of , the lan guage ? Socrate s replies, Wonde rfull y so : for I was lookin g
at you all the while , and you seemed so delighted , th at I , thinking you
know more about these thin gs than I do, was delighted along with you.
Ph aedrus begged that there might be a truce with jes ting, and that
Socrate s would tell him seriousl y, whether he thoug ht there was any
other man in Greece who could say so much , and all of it so excellent ,
on the same subject ? What ! said Socrates : must we praise the dis-
course for the value of the thoug hts , as well as for the language ? For
my part , I onl y attended to it as a specimen of composition , for I did
not suppose th at Lysias himself would imagine that he was equal to the
proper treatment of the subject . And, moreover , he seemed to me to
repeat the same thin g two or three times over, as if he had not a very
gre at deal to say : perhaps he did not mind this, but only desired to
show tha t he could say the very same thing in several ways, and always
excellentl y.

^ 
Ph aedr us did not like this mode of treating the discourse , and per-

sisted tha t nothin g which was fit to be said had been left out, and that
nobod y could say any thing more or bette r on the same subject, afte r
what Lyaiaa had said . Thi s Socrates declared he could not concede ;
or many old writers, both men and women, would rise up and beat

408 Plato9$ Dialogues ; the Phctdrus.



witness against him. Who ? asked Phaedrus. I cannot say, rejoined
Socra tes , but I must have read something in Sappho, or Anacre on, or
some other writer , for I find myself quite full of matter which I could
repeat to you on the subject, nowise inferior J o what you have just now
read . Knowing my own ignorance , I am certain that I could not have
thought of all this by myself, I must therefore have learnt it from some-
body else, but from my silliness I have even forgotte n from whom.
Ph aedrus insisted th at he should prove his assert ion, by speakin g as
much on the same subject as was in the manusc ript, and better in
quality. Do- not suppose, said Socrates, that I affirm Lysias to have
missed the mark altogether , or pre ten d that it is possible to treat the
subject omitting every thing which he has said. How, do you suppose,
would it be possible to argue that one who is not in love should be
favoured in preference to a lover , abstainin g altogether from praisin g
rea sonablenes s and sanity of mind , and from blaming the want of it. This ,
any one who tre ats the subject cannot avoid say ing, and nothin g could
be said to the purpose without it. But this kind of things must be
taken for granted , and of such we must not pra ise the invention , but
the arran gement ; while of those things which , instead of be ing'impos-
sible to miss, are difficult to find , we may praise the invention and the
arran gement too.—Phaedrus assents , and says he will allow him to
mak e use of that one princi ple of Lysias , that a lover is in a less sane
state of mind than one who is not in love : but insists that he shall com-
pose a discourse , all the rest of which shall be longer and better than
the rest of the discours e of Lysias. Socrates now pretend s to have been
in jest , and after playfully refusing for some t ime , which gives rise to
some very amusin g conversation , he in a mock hero i c manner invokes
the Muses , and begins to relate the following as a discourse actuall y
held on an occasion of the kind supposed :—

• There is but one mode of beginnin g for those who would deliberate
well ; viz. to know what the thing, about which they are to deliber ate,
reall y is. The vulgar are not aware that they are ignorant of the essence
of every thin g : conceiving themselves , therefor e, to know the inmost
nat ure of the thin g which th ey are about to discuss , they do not come to a
mut ual explanation respectin g it at the commencemen t of their inquir y,
but pass it over , and proceed to employ merel y probable arguments.
That we may not fall into the error which we condemn in others, let us—
who have to inquire whether a lover , or one who is not a lover , should
be preferabl y indul ged—begin by ascert aining what love is, and what is
its operation ; that we may keep this in view, when we subsequentl y
examine whether it produce s good or hurt.

4 That love is a kind of desire , is clear to all ; on the other hand , that
person s who are not in love may have physical desire , we know. How
then do we distin guish the lover from him who is not in love ? We
must consider that in each of us there are two princi ples* which lead
and govern us ; the one, a natural desire for pleasure ; the other, an
acquired ju dgment , which seeks that which is best These two princi-
ples sometimes are in harmony with each other , sometimes in opposition ;
and in the latter case sometimes one is the stro nger, sometimes the
other. Now, Jud gment , which guides us, by means of reason , to the

• U» «4 Uw ftU.
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best , when it is the super ior in stre ngth , receives the name of Pru-
den ce : * Desir e, which dr ags us irrationally to pleasure , when it governs
us, is called Incon tinenc e, f Incon tinence , again , has many names,
for there ar e many species of it ; and whichsoever of these pyedomj,
aateg, gives its own name, and that an oppr obr ious one, tp the perso n
whom it rules. If the desire of the pleasures of th e palate pr edominates
over reaso n , and over the other desires , it la called glutt ony, and the
person who is affected by it is termed a glutton : if the desire of ip-
to xi cat ion similarl y prepo nde rates , we know what name it receives.
We now see, what that desire i*, respecting- which we are inqu irin g.
The desire which (being independent of reason , and being v ictorio us
over ri ght jud gment) tends towards the pleasu re of beauty, is called
love.'

Here Socrates interrupts himself, and jocularl y pre tends to be inspired
by the deities of t?ie spot ; ' what I am now speaking/ says he, * is not
far rernove 4 from dith yram bics.*

' We have now,' continues }ie, 4 sett led what the thing is, about which
we are speaking ; and keeping this jj i view, we can inqui re wha t benefi t
or hur t arises respectivel y from a lover , an4 frarn one who is not a Ipver ,
to the person who complies with their desire s, Now, he who is governed
by desire , and the Blave of pleasure , must Qf necessity attempt to make
the obj ect of his love a source of as much pleasure to him as possible.
But , to a person who is in an unsou nd sta te , tha t is pleasant which op-
poses to him no resistance ; that which is his eqqai or his superior , is
disagreeable to him. A lover , ther efore , can not endure that the object
of his passion should be either superior or equal to him : he will stri ve
all he can to make it inferior and feebler. Now, the ignarajnt are feebler
than the wise ; the cowardl y, than the br ave ; he who is unable , to speak ,
than an orator ; a slow person , thaji a ready one. A lover , there fore ,
must of necessity rej oice th at the object of bis love should labour
under the ie disadvantages , and must do all he can to superinduc e them
if they do not alread y exist, or else he will be depr ived of what gives
him immediate pleasure. He must of necessity be jealous ; and the
object of his love will suffe r great evil from him, by being withh eld
from much useful intercourse ; and above all , from that which produc es
the greatest wisdom—philosophy, Fr om this, a lover must above all
things withhold the per son whom he loves, lest, in consequence of it, he
himself should be despised ; and must endeavou r all he can to mak e
tha t person be ignoran t of every thing, and by depending for every thi ng
upon the lover , be a source of the greate st amount of pleasure to him,
and of evil to the b eloved object itself.1 If a man who is in love, is so ill a, superintendent and associate in
the affai r* of the mind, be is not less so in what concern * the body.
He who prefer s the pleasant to the good, will prefer a habit of body
soft aiul relaxed , bred up, not in t\\e clear f unshinQ, hut in the shade,
unused to labour and har dy exereisg, accustomed only to delicate and
effemina t e livin g ; such a state of body, in short, at it* all great exigencies

* This seems to be here the most appropriate translation of the word f«^W*«.
fito« the observatio ns on this wor d, in the Notes on the ' Prota goras/ ( Monthly
j Rtpo $i(ory for Maroh )
> t This word , if used in its widest sense, appea rs to correspond with what is her e
meant by #/W (protcrvitat. )
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would give confidence (Q an enemy, fear *nd anxiety to a friend , and to
the lover himself.

* Every one, but a lover especially, mus£ see, th«t he would wish the
person he lov es to be destitute of all which is most dear , most affection-
ate, and most divine : to be depri ved of father , mother , relatio ns, and
friends, lest they should censure aiu) obstruct the inte rcours e with him ;
to be destitute of property, those who possess it bein g neith er so easily
obtained , nor , when obtaine d, so easily man aged : to be unmarried , child-
less, sind to remain for as long a period as possible undomesticated and
without a* home , in order to remain as long as possible subservient to
his pleasures Again ; there are man y other things which are in them-
selves bad a but in most of them th ere is an admi xture of immediate
pleasure : A flatterer is a most dangerou s and mischievous animal , but
nature has mixed up in him , a pleasure not entirel y illibera l ; a courtezan ,
and many other of the most pernicious thin gs, are in dail y interc ourse
the most pleasan t ;. but a lover is not only pernicious , but the most un-
pleasant of all things in daily interco urse. For it is an old saying, that
j>ersons of the same age like one anothe r : equality of age, pro ducin g
similarity of tastes , causes friendshi p, by reason of resemblance :
but even of their intimac y, there is such a thin g as satiet y ; and more-
over , in every thing, and to 2*11 persons , wha t they can not get rid of, be-.
comes a burthen. Now, both these are inconvenienc es which are
suffered above all from a lover ; who is likel y to be much superior in
age to the object of his love, $nd , hurried by an irresistible impulse, is so
assidu pus in runnin g after and engrossing the person whom he loves,
that he can in no way be got rid of.

' And not onl y is he thus disagreeable and detrim ental while he loves ,
but unfaithful when he has ceased to love. He was only endured in the
first instance , on account of his many promises and vows of future be-
nefits . Wh en, however , these are to be fulfilled , he is chan ged , and
has recovered his reason. The person \yhom he loves, not knowin g this ,
remind s him of his past words and deeds ; he is ashamed to say that he
hc^s changed , and knows not how, when in his senses, to perform the
promises w hich he made and Bwore tQ when in a state or temporary
mad ness , lest , acting as he did befoie , he should aga in be what he then
was. \\e theref ore flies off from his promises , and from the society of
the person whojn he former ly loved ; who has then the ungrate ful task
of pursuin g, and resentin g ; havi ng been unfortun atel y ignorant that the
attac hment of a lover is not a feeling of good will , but an appetite which
seeks merely its own gratification,, and that the love of a lover is like
that of the wolf to the lamb/

H ere Socra tes bre aks off his, discourse : and Phaedru s tells him , tha t
as yet he has only done hal f what he had undert aken ; he has only cen-
sured the lover , and npt pointed out the gogd which arises from an
iiUirn acy with one who is, not a lover ; why there fore does he stop ?
Socrates jocula rly answers,, * Did you flQt perceive that I had alre ady-
got beyond dit hyra^mbica, an,4 into hero ics, ant) that too, when vituper at-
ing/ (for which purpo se the poets genera lly employed the dith yrambi c
measure ,) * Wh ^t do you suppose would happen if 

I were to commenc e
a panegyr ic ? I sh,Qulq be in £ state of absolu te ent husi asm ; completel y
inspired by &Q uympto of the. place, to whose influen ce you have pre-
Qiedimedly expwed me, \ will Us satisfied with eayiag in we word,
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that by reversing all that we have said again st the lover, you will find
all the good qualities which distingu ish the other. 9

Having discoursed to the above effect, Socrates pretende d to be going
away , lest Phaedrus , whom he rallies upon his extreme fondne ss for an
ar gument , should compel him to make another discourse ; but presently
he affects to perceive what he calls the divine and customar y sign, which
he says , is continuall y stopping him wh en he is about to underta ke any
thin g ; and to hear a voice, which will not allow him to depart , unt il he
has expiated an offen ce which he has committed against the divinit y.
• I am a prop het/ he continues ; • not a ver y good one, but (like a man
who writes a bad han d-writin g) good enough for my own use. The
soul is in some sort a prophet ; and mine pricked me while I was speak-
ing, and made me even then afra id that I was offendin g the gods for
the sake of honour among men ; and I now perceive what my offence is.
You have yourself broug ht , and have mad e me utte r, two most horr ible
and impious discourses . Is not Love the son of Venus , and one of the
gods V ' So it is said ,' replied Phaedrus. ' Not by Lysias, however/
rejoins Socrates , ' nor by your speech, which you by your incant atio ns
contrived to utter throu gh my lips. If Love is, as he is, a god , or
somethin g divine , he cannot be anythin g evil. Both our speeches,
however , repre sente d him as such. I theref ore must purif y mysel f ;
and. as Stesichorus , who had been struck blind like Hom er for calumni-
atin g H elen , recovered his sight by making a recan tation , I will make
my Pal inodia , more wisely, before I have yet suffered an ythin g fro m the
anger of the god whom I have maligned . Do you not think , indee d,
th at any person of a generous and a civilized disposition , who either
loves or has loved , if he were to hear us saying that lovers contract
stron g enmities from 'slight causes , and behave jealously and injuriousl y
toward s the object of their love, would suppose that we had been bred
up at sea, and had never seen any libera l and generou s attachment ; and
would be far indeed from admittin g the j ustice of the censures which we
have cast upon Love V • Perha ps, said Phsedrus , * he would/ * For this
reason / said Socrates , * and for fear of the god himself , I will endeavour
to effac e my reproaches by a pane gyric ; and I would advise Lysias to
mak e haste and do the same.

' It is a fallacy to maintain that one who loves not , should be favoure d
in pre ference to a lover , because the one is in his senses, and the other
not. If madness were always and of necessity an evil , this would be
^ver y j ust ; but it happens that the very greatest of blessings come to
us throu gh madness ; madness given , it is tru e, by the divinit y. The
prophetesses at Delphi and Dodona, and elsewhere , hav e rendered to
Greec e, both individuall y and publicly, when frantic , the greatest ser-
vices, but non e that I know of when in their sober senses. There
would be no end to the enumerati on of th ose who have foretold futu re
events correctl y, prop hesy ing by a fren zy inspired from heaven. Those
ancients who invented our lan guage, certainl y thoug ht madness no dis-
grace , or they would not have given to the noblest of arts , that of pre-
dictin g the futur e, the name of p avticrj (madness ,) which we have igno-
rantl y cor rupted into /uaiTij rq, (prophesy.) In like manner , the inquiry
into the future , when conducted by those who are in their senses , by
observation of the fli ght of birds , and other signs, received from the
ancients (to indicate that it operated by means of thought and intellect)
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the nam e olovoicTiicrf * which the moderns have corru pted into oI umotucti,
(the science of omens.) In 90 much then as the prop hetic art ' excels
that of augury and omens, in so much do the ancients testi fy that the
madn ess which comes from God , excels the wisdom which comes from
men. Ma ny again , on whom , by the anger of the gods, great calami-
ties and diseases have fallen , have been cured by the supervention of
madness , which operatin g upon them in a manne r similar to divination ,
indicated to them the proper prayers and adorations of the gods, by
which they were puri fied, and became free from their previous evils. A
third kind of madn ess is that , which, coming from the Muses, awakens
the mind , and stirs it up to pour itself forth in odes and othe r kinds of
poetry j and by adornin g the deeds of the ancien ts, instructs thei r pos-
ter ity. For he who, without madness inspired by the Muses , knocks at
the door of poetry, thinkin g that he can become an adequat e poet by
mere art, fails of his pur pose, and his poetr y is thrown into the shade
by th at of the inspired madmen.

• Such , and yet more , are the good works which proceed from mad-
ness inspired by the gods. Let us not, there fore , be disturbed by any
argument which inculcates the preference of a sane above an insan e
mind . Let us firs t require proof, that love is not sent by the gods, for
the benefi t both of the lover and of the person loved. We ourselves
will show that , on the contrar y, this kind of madness is given by the
gods for the greatest possible felicity of mankind. The pr oof will be
very unsatisfactor y to merel y clever people, but convincin g to the reall y
wise.f We must , with this view, first institute an inquir y concerni ng
the soul, both of men and of gods ; what are its affections, and what
its acts .

* All souls are immortal ; for th at which is always in motion must be
immortal . (That which is set in motion by something else, may cease to
he moved , and may therefore cease to live. But that which is self-
moving, as it never quits itself ,\ never ceases moving, but is the sourc e
and beginnin g of motion to all other thin gs which are moved. But that
which is a beginnin g, is not itself generated : a thin g which is generat ed
may be traced up to a beginnin g, but that beginning would not be the
beginning if it could be traced to anything prior. Not being generate d,
it is not susceptible of destruction ; for , if the beginnin g were destr oyed,
every thing whic h is generated fro m it would be destr oyed with it;  if
that which is self-moving were destroye d, since it is the cause of all
othe r motion , there would be no motion whatever.) Since, there fore,
tha t which is 'self-moving is immortal , immortality is the essence of life ;
for , all bodies which req uire to be moved from without , are termed
lifeless ; those which are moved from within are said to have life. Life*the refore , is the princi ple of self-motion , and is consequentl ^rtTn gene-
rat ed , and immortal , life is immortal ; or in other word s, the soul is
immortal . J

' Respecting the immortality of the soul, this is sufficient. About its

* From «MpMu (to think *) and »#v* (intellect}.

X The same word, >l*%*> tiguifies Aft and the «om/. This is no ambi guity. W hat
is the soul but the principle of life ? not organic life, which fates have as well a*
Human beings, but Mutan t lilt> coosoousntt s.
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form , we shall speak as follows. What it is, would be the matt er of a
long inquiry, and would require divine aid ; but to show what it resem-
bles, is in human power , and requires not so long an exposition . We
may compare it to a chariot , with a paif of winged horses and a dri ver.
In the souls of the gods, the horses and the driver are entire ly good :
in other souls, only par tially so, one of the horses excellent , the other
vicious. The busines s, therefore , of the driver , is extremely difficult and
troublesome.

' Let us now attempt to show-how some living beings' came to be
spoken of as mortal , and others as immortal . All souls are employed
in taking care of the things which ft*e inanimate ; and travel about the
whole of heavef i, in various forms. Now, when th6 soiil is per fect, and
has wings , it is carried aloft , and helps to administe r the ent ire universe ;
but the soul which loses its wings, dfO bs down until it catches hold of
something solid* in which it take s up its residence ; and haying a dwell-
ing of clay, which seems to be self-moving bri account of the soul
which is in it , the two together are called an animal , tthd mortal . The
phrase , immortal animal , ari ses not from any correc t understanding , but
from a fiction : never having seen, nor being able to comprehend a
deity, men conceived an immorta l being, havin g a body as well as a soul ,
united together for all eterni ty. Let these thin gs, then, be as it pleases
God ; but let us next state from what cause a soul becomes tinfled ged.

* It is the nature of wings to lift up heavy bodies towatd s the habita -
tion of the gods ; and of all things which belong to the bocty^ wings W6
that which rrtost partakes of the diving. The divine includes the beau-
ti ful, the wise, tlie good, and evefy thing of that nature . By these , the
wings of the soul are nour ished and increased ; by the contraries of
these , t hey are destroyed .

' Ju piter * and the other gods, divided into certain bands , travel about
in their winged chariots , ordering and attendin g to all thin gs , each ac-
cording to his appointed function ; and all who will , and who can , fol-
low them. When they go to take their repasts , they journ ey up hill ,
towards the summit of the vau lt of hefcven . The chariots of the gods,
being in ex act equilibrium , and ther efore easil y guided , perform thi s
jo urney easil y, but all others with difficulty ; for one of the two horse s,
being of inferior nature , when he has not been exceedingly well trained
by the driver , wei ghs down the vehicle , and impels it towar ds the earth.

? The sotila which are called immor tal , (vifc. the gods ,) when they
reac h the summit , go thfoug h, and standing upon the convex outside of
heaven, are carried roun d and round by its revolu tion , and see the
things which lie beyond the heavene. No poet has ever celebr ated
these super-celestial tMng s, nor ever will celebrate them as they deser ve.
This region is the seat of Existence itself: Real Existence , colour less,
fi gur eless, and intangibl e Existence, which is visible only to Mind , the
chario teer of the soul , and which forms the subject of Real Knowled ge.
The minds of the gods, which are f ed by pure knowled ge, and all
other thoroug hly well-ordered minds , contemp late for a time this un i-
verse of " Being" per set and are delighted and nourishe d by the contem-
plation , unti l the revolutio n of the heaven s bring them back to the same
point. In th is circumvo luti on, they contemp late J ust ice Itsel f, Temper-
ance itse lf, and Knowled ge, not that knowled ge which has a gener ation
or a beginning , not that which exists in a subject which is any of what
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we term beings , but thai Knowled ge which exists in Being in general x
in tha t which reall y Is. After thus contemplatin g all real existences ,
and being nourished there by, these souls again sink into the interior of
the heavens, and repose.

* Such is the life of the gods. Of oth er souls, those which beat follow
the gods, and most resemble them , barel y succeed in lifting the head of
the char ioteer into the parti beyond the heavens , atid being carried
round by the circumvolution , are enabled with difficulty to contemplate
this universe of Self-Existences . Oth ers , being encumbered by the
hor ses, sometimes rising and sometimes sinkin g, are enabled to see
some Existence s only. The remain der only strugg le to elevate them-
selves, and by the unskilfulness of thei r drivers , coming continuall y into
collision, are lamed , or break their wings, and lifter much labour go
away without accomplishin g their purpose , and return to feed upon
mere Opinion.

• The motive of this great anxiety td view the supef-celestial plain of
Tr uth , is, that the proper, food of the soul is deri ved from thence , and
in particula r , the wings, by which the soul is made light and carried
aloft , are nouri shed upon it. Now it is an inviolab le law that any soul,
which , placing itself in the train of the gods, and. journey ing alon g with
them , obtains a sight of any of these self-existen t Real ities, remains
exempt fro m all har m until the next circumvolution ; and if it can con-
trive to effect this every time , it is for ever safe and uninjured. But if,
being unable to elevate itself to the necessar y height , it altogether fails
of seeing these Realities * and , being Weighed down by vice and oblivion ,
loses its wings and falls to the earth , it enters into and animates some
Body. It never enters , at tke first generation , into the body of a brute
animal ; but that which has seen most , enters into the bod y of a person
who will become a lover of wisdom , or a lover of beaut y, or a person
addict ed to music , or to love ; the next in ran k , into that of a monarch
who reigns accordi ng to law, or a warrior , or a man of talents for com-
mand : the third , into a person qua lified to administer the state , and
mana ge his famil y affairs , or carry on a gainful occupation : the fourth ,
into a person fond of hard labour and bodily exercises , or skilled in the
preventi on and curin g of bodil y diseases : the fifth , into a pr ophet , or a
te acher of reli gious cerem onies : the sixth , into a poet, or a person
ad dict ed to any other of the imitative arts : the seventh , into a husbandman
or an artificer : the eighth , into a sophist , or a courtier of the people :
the ninth , into a despot and usurper. And in all these different fortunes
the y who conduct themselv es justl y will obtain next time a more eligible
lot ; they who conduct themselv es unjustly, a woTse.4 The soul never return s to its pr istine state in less than 10,000 years ,
for its wings do not gro w in a shorter ti me ; except only the soul of one
who philosophizes with sincerity , or who loves with philosop hy. Such
souls , after three peri ods of 1000 years, if they choose thrice in suc-
cession this kind of life, recover their wings in the three thousandth
y ear , and depart * The other souls, at the termination of their first life,
are jud ged, and hav ing ffecoived their sentence , are either sent for
puni shment into the places of execution under the earth , or are elevated
to a place in heaven , in which they are rewarded accordin g to the life
which they led while here. Ib cither case they are called back on the
thousandth yew, to choose or draw lots fof * new life. Then a human
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soul often passes into the bod y of a beast , and that of a beast, if it has
ever been human , passes again into the body of a man . For a sou]
which has never seen the Truth at all , cannot enter into the human form ,
it being necessar y that man should be able to apprehend thin gs accord-
ing to kinds ,* which kinds are composed of man y perception s com-
bined by reason into one. Now this mode of apprehendin g is neither
more nor less than the recollecting of those things which the soul for-
merl y saw when it j ourneyed alon g with the gods, and , disre gardi ng
what we now call beings, applied itself to the apprehension of Real
Being. It is for this reason that the soul of the philosopher is re-fled ged
in a shor te r period than others : for it constantl y, to the best of its
power , occupies itself in try ing to recollect those thin gs which the gods
contemp lated , and by the contem plation of which they are gods ; by
which mean s, being lifted out of, and above , human cares and inter ests ,
he is, by the vulgar , considered as mad , while in realit y he is inspired.

* It will now appear , on consideration , that that fourth kind of mad-
nesB of which we were before speaking, the madness of one who is a
lover of beauty , is the best and most bene ficial of all the enthu siasms
whic h ar e inspired from heaven. For , as we have alread y said, every
human soul has actua lly seen the -Real Existences , or it would not have
come into a human shape. But it is not easy for all of them to call to
mind what they then saw : those especial ly, which saw that region for
a short time only, and those which , havin g fallen to the earth , were so
unfortunate as to be tu rned to injustice , and consequent oblivion of the
sacre d thin gs which were seen by them in their prior state . Few,
there fore , rema in who are adequate to the recollection of those tilin gs.
These few, when they see here any image or resemblan ce of the thin gs
which are there , receive a shock like a thunderbolt , and are in a manner
taken out oj themselves ; but from deficiency of compr ehension , they
know not what it is which so affects them. Now, the likenesses which
exist here of Ju stice and Temperance , and the other thin gs which the
soul honours , do not possess any splendour ; and a few persons onl y,
with great difficulty, by the aid of dull , blunt , material organs, perceive
the terrestrial likenesses of those qualitie s, and recognise them. But
Beauty was not only most splendi d when it was seen by us formin g part
of the heavenl y pro cession or quire , but here al so the likeness of it comes
to us throug h the most ac ute and clear of our senses, that of sight , and
with a splendour which no other of the terrestrial images of super-cel es-
tial existences possess . They, then , who are not fresh from heaven , or
who have been corru pted , are not vehementl y impel led towards that
Beaut y which is aloft , when they see that upon earth which is called by
its name ; they do not , there fore , venerat e and worshi p it, but g-ive
themselves up to physical pleasure , after the manner of a qua dru ped.
But the y who are Fres h from those divine objects of contem plation , and
who have formerl y contem plated the m much , when they see a godlik e
countenance or form , in which celestial beauty is imaged and well
imitated , are first struck with a hol y awe, and then , approaching , vene-
rate this beauti ful object as a god, and , if they were not afraid of the

* This may be rendered in the dialect of modern philosophy, to ab *tract and to
generalize; which i« her e repre sented as the faculty which distin guishes man, the
national being, from the mere beast *.
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reputa tion of too ravin g a madness , would erect altars , and perform sacri-
fices to it. And the warmth and genial influence derived from the atm o-
sphere which beaut y generate s around itself, entering throu gh the eyes,
softe ns and liquefies the inveter ate indurati on , which coats and covers up
the part s in the vicin ity of the win gs, and prevents them from growin g :
this being melted , the wings begin to germinate and increase , and this ,
like the growin g of the teeth , produces an itchin g and irri tation which
disturbs the whole frame of the soul. When , therefore , by the con-
temp lation of the beautifu l object , the indurat ion is softened , and the
wings begin to shoot, the soul is relieved from its pain and rejoices ;
but when that object is absent , th e liquefied substan ce hardens again ,
and closes up the young shoots of the wings, which consequentl y boil
up and throb , and thro w the soul into a state of turbulence and ra ge,
and will neither allow it" to sleep nor remain at rest , until it can again
see the beautifu l object, and be relieved . For this reason it never will-
ing ly leaves that object , but for its sake deserts parents and broth ers
and friends , and neglects its patrimon y, and despises all establi shed
usages and decorums on which it valued itself before . And this affection
is Love .
' Now, those who in their former state followed in the train of Ju pi-

ter , can , when seized by love, more patien tl y bear the burthens occa-
sioned by it ; but those who served and followed Mars , when they fall
in love, and think themselves wron ged by the person whom they love,
are rea d y to resort to violence , and immol ate both the loved person and
themse lves. And every other soul , both in its loves and in all its other
pursuit s , follows to the best of its power the example and model of the
god on whom it formerl y attended . But those who attended on Ju piter
seek to have for the object of their love one who resembles Ju piter in
soul—one who is a philosopher , and fitted by natu re to lead ; and strive
all they can that the object of their love, if not so alread y, shal l become
so. And if they themselves have not before applied to stud y, the y do
so, and endeavourin g to image to their recollection the god to whom
they were attached , model their habits and dispositions , as far as is in
human power , from him. And ascribin g this chan ge in themselves to
the obj ect of their love , they become still fonder of that obj ect , and
communicate to it a share of what they themselves draw from Jup iter ,
an d make the beloved person resemble as much as possible the god
whom they imitate. In like manner , those who had been attendant s
upon J uno look out for a person of a regal disposition ; those of Apollo,
and all the other gods, similarl y look out for an object of love who is
as like their god as possible , and if not so alrea d y they endeavour that
it shal l become so.4 We forme rl y distin guished the soul into three parts , two of them
resembling horses , the third a charioteer. One of these horses we said
was good , the other vicious. The better of the two is an upri ght noble
ani mal , a lover of honour , sensible to shame , and obeying the word of
th e dr iver without the lash. The othe r is crooked , head long, fiery,
insolent , deaf , and with difficult y yielding even to whip and spur .*
Now, when the driver is inflamed by love and desire for some beautif ul

The chario teer and the two horses in this allegory , are manifestl y types of the
three princi ples which, in the * Rep ublic/ our author represents as the constituent
elements of the mind—Reason, Honour, and Appetite.
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hum an being, the tractabl e horse holds him self back , and restrains him-
self all he can from attem pting any sensual enjoyment of the beloved
object ; but the other , settin g whi p and rein at defiance , stru ggles on,
and compels his companion and the dri ver to rush towards the desired
object, and consent to uncha ste intercourse. When they come into its
pres en ce, and the charioteer , beholdin g it , is reminded of the ideal
beaut y which he has formerl y seen, and sees it with his mind 's eye
joined with Continen ce and Purity in the super-celestial reg ion , he is
struck dum b, and fallin g backward in adoration , draws back the reins
so violentl y, that both horses are forced bac k upon their haunches , the
one willin g ly and unresisting, the other with a great str uggle. After
many vain attem pts , in which the viciou s beast suffers great torture , he
is at length subd ued and humbled , and when he comes into the pre-
sence of the beloved object, is so overcome with fear as to be easil y
governed.

4 The mmd of the lover being brou ght into this state , his constant
att endance upon , and as it were worshi p of, the beloved object, in time
inspire s the latter with a correspond ing affection : and the same strea m
of beaut y and desire which has entered into the soul of the lover
throug h his eyes, rebounds as from a wall when he' is full , and enter s
into the person from whom it at first proceed ed , in whom it in lik e
manner melts the induration about the roots of the win gs, and enables
them to sprout. Thus both partak e of love; and if, by orderl y habits of
life, and by philosophy, the better part of thei r nature retains the
ascendency, they lead a happy and united life, retaining command
over themselves , being in strict subjection so far as regar ds the vicious
part of the ir souls , and in full freedom in respect of the virt uous part.
And after their death , being li ght and winged , and havin g achieved one of
the three great victories , they have accomp lished the greatest good which
either hum an wisdom or divine madness can con fer upon a human
creature. But if their mode of life is more rude , and they are att ached
to the pursuit of honour rather than of wisdo m, perha ps in a moment
of forgetfu l ness the incontinent horse of each of them , finding their
souls un guarded , may brin g them together , and cause them to accom -
plish what common persons celebrate as the summit of ha pp iness. And
this having bee n done , they subseq uentl y perseve re in the sam e int er-
course , but spar ing ly, aa doin g what is not app roved by the whole of
the ir minds. These persons , too , are dear to one an other , althoug h less
so than tho se of whom we formerl y spoke : and both while the ir love
continues and when it has ceased , they consider themselves as having
given and received the greatest of pledges, which it would be imp ious
to violate by becomin g alien ated . When these persons die , they quit
the bod y, without wings indeed , but havi ng them in an inci pient state ,
and they have therefore no triflin g reward for their love ; for those who
have once commenced the journey toward s heaven cannot agai n descend
into the subterranean darkness , but live happ ily together in the clear
li ght , and when they recover their win gs, recover them together.

* Such is the attachmen t of a lover. But that of a person who is
not a lover , being a mere compound of mortal prudence , is sparing and
no more th an mort al in what it dispenses : it produce s in M\e soul of
the person who is the object of attachme nt , nothing but illiberalky,*

? AnXtuSiiU.
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which the vulgar praise as virtue. A soul so affected will be tossed
about for 9000 years , on tbe earth and under it/

H ere Socrate s terminate s his long discour se, windin g it up by a
prayer to Love, to whom he offers the discourse as a Palin odia ; and
whose pardon he implores for having blasphemed against him, and lays
the whole blame upon Lysias, whose mind he beseeches the god to
turn to philosophy.

Pha edrus warm ly applauded this discourse , which he allowed to be
greatl y superior to that of LyBi as . I am afraid , said he, that Lysias
wou ld app ear but poor , even if he attem pted to write another speech
again st it. And , by the way , one of our politician s the other day in-
vei ghing against him , reproached him throu gh the whole of his invective
with being a \©yoy/>cty©c, or speech - writer. Perhaps , theref ore , he
may , from care of his own estimation , give up the practic e. Socrates
laug hed , and told Phaed rus that he mistook his friend if he thou ght him
so fearful of censure . So you think , he added , that the man who thus
reproached him meant what he said ? It seemed so, answered
Phsed rus , and you are your self aware that the men of importance and
gravity in a state are asham ed to write speeches, and leave written me*'̂
moria ls of themselves behind them , being afraid lesV-thoy Bhuuh Tnere-
after be reputed sophists .* Socrates rep lied jocularl y, that on the con-
trary none were -fonder of leavin g written memori al s behind them , and
of being thoug ht good writers , than politicians : for when they write
any thing , they are so fond of those who app laud it , as always to name
them at the very beginnin g of the writi ng. Do not their writings always
beg in , Resolved by the senat e, or by the people, or by both , on the pro-
posit ion of such a one, meaning very gravely the wri ter himself; and does
lie not then go on showing off his own wisdom to his applauder s, to the
end of sometimes a very long paper ? And if this be blott ed out from the
tabl et on which it is inscribed , do not the composer and all his friends go
away dissatisfi ed ; and if it be thoug ht worth y of being written and per-
manen tl y recorded , is he not pleased ? and if any of these men , either by
his ascendency as an ora tor , or by authorit y as a king, obtains the power
of Lycurgus , or Solon, or Dar ius, which enables him to become a writer
for immortality , does he not appear both to himsel f, and to posteri ty
who read his writin gs, almost a god ? It is evident , therefore , that such
a man . if he reproaches Lysiaa, does not reproac h him for being a
wri ter. To write , therefore , is not disgra ceful. To wri te ill , is so.
What then is the manner of writing well or ill ? Shall we ask this of
Lysias , or any other wri ter who ever wrote either in poetry or prose ?
' Shall we ?' tays Phaedrut— ' what else do we live for , but for such
pleasures as these ? Not certa inly for those pleasures , to the enjoyment
of which a previous state of pain is necessary ; which is the case with
almost all tne bodil y pleasures ; for which reason they are justl y called
servil e. * 'We have leisure / answered Socrates , " and th« cicada! who
are chir p ing and conversing with one another , in the trees over our
heads , would despise us if we, like the vulgar , instead of conver sing,

* We think it not useless to note as it occur *, for the confusion of the Tory per-
vertera of Grecian history , the evidence which perpetual ly presen ts itself of the dis-
rtput e in which the sophist* were held by the Qretkf , especially by the very class whom
they are alleged to have corrupted ; tnose, namel y, who considered them selves aa
*hat in modern phrase would be styled ' men of the world.'
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wer e to sleep out the hot part of the day, being lulled by their note
thr oug h vacancy of mind . They would suppose that we were like catt le,
who come down at mid-da y to drink at the stream , and fal l asleep.
But if they see us conversing, and passing them by, like the Syrens , un -
fascinate d , they will be pleased with us, and will , perha ps, con fer on us
the gift wliich they have from the gods to bestow upon men. ' * Ha ve
they such a gift V asked Phaedrus , * for I never heard of it. ' 4 A lover
of the Muse s/ rep lied Socrates , ' ought not to be i gnora nt of this .
It is said that the cicad ae weTe men , before the Muses existed ; but when
the Muses were born , and song commen ced, some of the men of tha t
time were so engrossed by delight , that the y passed th eir. time in sing ing,
and neglected to take food until they died. Fro m them the race of the
cicadae are sprun g ; and possess the gift from the M uses, not to need
food or drin k , but to sing continuall y unt il the y die , an d afterward s
going to the abodes of the Muses , report to them who am ong mortal s
gives them honour/

Socrate s and Pheedrus agree d according ly to continue thei r convers a-
t ion , and that the subject should be, what constitute d good speakin g
and writing.

(To be concluded in the next num ber.)

420 National Immorality Cured.

We have the most importan t intell igence to announce to our
readers. In four teen year s from the present time , ignorance ,
vice, and misery will in all probabilit y have ceased throu ghout
the land . Possibl y the great millennium may not arrive so soon ;
but we shal l be favoured with a smaller millennium , destined ex-
clusively for this countr y . A genius has appeared amon g us—the
glad tidin gs are revealed ; and the marvellous power of the mighty
scheme can only be compared with its wondrou s simplicity .

The eager anxiet y of the rea der shall not be detained another
moment. The new light is cast upon our favoured island by a
slender pamphlet , entitled 'A New and Practical System of In -
str uction, capable by means of a powerful and extraordin ar y
stimulus of effectin g the reformation of all mank ind. ' It is no
wonder that the autho r should have to apologize for ' the grea t
haste ** with which the pamphle t has been drawn up. In such a
case, delay were a crime ; and we must ent reat so lofty a mind ,
no lon ger to * feel grieved ' (as in the preface ) € at being obli ged
to carr y the following pages so soon to the press ; but the exi-
gencies of the countr y/ as he very properl y remarks , s dem and
tLeir immediate publication. '

4ft

Calml y then , or as calml y as such exciting tidin gs will perm it,
do we now attem pt to unfold the precious tissue. Thre e portions;
three simple yet mystic parts , shine out as components of th is
wondrous w hole. In three parts , we say, does it appear to our
purblind eyes ; for our author is far above all sublunar y syst em.
Faithfull y shall we quote the illuminator 's w ords ; for we would
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not, except in grea t emergency, enfeeble the dictum by any or-
dinary forms of speech.

Porti on I.—' It is the dut y of every person to be in posses-
sion, if lawfull y possible, of this small book , which contain s a de-
scription of those thin gs wherein this system differs from all others .'
Most satisfactor y ! How can the intelli gence be communi cated
unless the book be bought ? The desire to possess it being irre -
sistibl e  ̂ the author (in keeping' with the rest of his chara cter )
condescends to warn us, in his fi rst para gra ph  ̂ against resortin g
to illegal mean s. Still further to diminish the obvious dan ger to
the publi c moralit y, the price of one shilling, which we paid for
our copy, has just been reduced to sixpence . In th is respect our
conscience is clear. We have perform ed our dut y. We stole
not—wfe purchased the book.

Port ion II. — 1. Let Sunda y school s exist in every town-
ship ; which childre n, { and all adul t persons not able to read ,
are desired to attend , and submit to be placed in a class ada pted
to their capacities .'

2. * The nobilit y, gentr y, and the higher ord ers of the clergy '
must regularl y att end as visitors . ' It will be the dut y of every
nobleman to visit the school nearest his residence on everv sab-
bath day.' This being obvious ly the main pillar of his edifice,

4 The author begs to make apology to the nobility for so peremptoril y
requiring their presenc e on these occasions ; but , speakin g from actual
experience , he is compelled to say, the y cannot be effectual ly conducted
otherwise. The attend ance of the nobility and the higher orders of
society will secure the attendance of all other classes of the communit y.
It is therefore to be hoped no. offence will be taken by the nobilit y, where
such paramo unt importance is attached to the request'

3. Instruction. —' The Bible to be divided into classes ad infinitum ,
but not into sections or portions. *

Our author , genius-lik e, attributes undue intelli gence to the
rest of mankind. May we humbl y entreat more light ? otherwise
we fear we shall fail in attemp ting to divide the Bible into classes
ad inf initutn, but not into sect ions. &c. Our author proceeds.—

* When a child is capable of read ing the scri ptures , no other book ,
but either a mere outline , or an abrid gement of the Bible , is used by him
in the sch ool ; that is, first the outline , which is succeeded by the
abri dgement ; and when he has passed his. final examina tion in this, ha
will be acquainted with the princi pal parts of the Old and New Testa -
ment. The Bible is then read again and again , ad inf initum, and his
knowled ge ascertaine d by the interrogatory system. In th is manner he
proc eeds so long as he may continue in a class in the school. No com-
ment ary or illustration of the Bible is allowed .'

Portion III. —Car ds, diplomas , and Degrees.
4 Common cards to be given on every Sunda y evening for re gular

atten dance ; good behav iour ; moral conduct .4 Admittance car ds to be given at the expirat ion of six weeks to the
holder s of six common cards.
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• Cards of admittan ce to be given every six weeks, numbered pro-gressivel y, till the highest Bible class in the school have passed their
final examination. The first degree must then be conferred .• The first degree to be confer red by diploma on every one holding
the same number of admittance tickets .

• The second degree to be conferred when the second Bible class
have passed thei r final examination .

* Every atten dant in these schools on whom the first degree has been
conferre d, will have a stake in society ; he will have a moral and re-
ligious charac te r in the world.

' By means of this system , and these schools, a new species of pro-
perty will be established in the countr y.

' By mean s of this system, a value may be put on every per son's
character. '

Lookin g to the extraordinar y effects that must be produce d
by the system and its diplomas, he predicts that in fourteen
years ,
* The present risin g generation will have arrived at the period of man-
hood , and man y perha ps will have been honoure d with a dozen or more
diplomas of inestimable value /

Again and again does our great illumin ator revert to the Co-
ri nthian capitals of his temple.

4 Lastl y, a few word s with regard to the encoura gement this system
may justly expect from the Hi gher classes ; they are noblemen and gen-
tlemen of the highest intellectu al attainments —they patronize every
society which has for its object, sound morality and tru e rel igion. Can
it then , for a moment be supposed they will let fall to the ground , a
method of instruction , the only one which prom ises to be of extensive
and even general utilit y ? let us concl ude they will not , &c.'

Had we space, we should quote the whole of this para gra ph,
which is particularl y rich. Thus ener getical ly concludes this
matchless work :—

* And lastl y. By mean s of this system , and by this alone, in four-
teen years , according to all human probability, the immor al habits of
the people will have gradual ly changed , and comparative holiness have
sprung up in thei r place/

N.B . A public placard announces that the nation will save
twenty millions per annum by this scheme, which must at once
decide this money-lovin g nation . Mr , Hum e must feel bound
to brin g it forward in Parliament , and thenceforward it must
form a standin g item in the bud get.
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A forei gn fiddler, when endootrinati pg an English nobleman,
encoura ged him with the assurance tha t there were three stages
in fiddle-play ing— fiddle not at all—fiddle very bad—fidd le very
well, and that his Lordshi p had mad e great proficienc y, having
attained the stage of fiddle very bad . And we are like the fiddler



pupil. Long, very long, did we l educate not at all :' we have
now got the length of ' educate very bad ;' and of us, alas ! as of
the fiddle r's pupil, it is not to be conjectu red when we shal l reach
the final stage.

An uneasy fermentation has long pervaded the mass ; thick
vap id scum has bubbled up and coated the whole surface ; and
the dar k , fat , and noxious dre gs hav e unwillingly and but par -
tiall y subs ided. When , oh ! when shall we drin k freely of the
pure and generou s stream , unstifled by mephitic vapours , un-
choked and unsickened by the filth y dreg.

Natio nal education is beginnin g to attract the attent ion of the
communit y. The ancient dame schools., with a slight sprinklin g
of free and boardin g schools, have long ceased to satisfy us.
The Bell, Lancaster , and Sunda y schools followed, with loud
acclamation , but still we are dissatisfied : we are beginnin g to
suspect that in most instances they are mere mockeries ; clumsy
machines for giving the worst education to the greates t number —
an education cleverl y divested of intellectual or moral culture .
and often provin g worse than useless. The infant schools, too,
have turned aside from the rational plans with which they started ;
and here again we are dissatisfied.

Dissat isfied with the empty aristocra tic arrogance of the public
school, and the inflated ignorance of the tradin g pedagogue, we
tr y joint stock schools and subscr iption schools, and wonder that
masters , selected because they are thorou ghly imbued with old
erro rs, will not discove r new tr uths : we quarrel about religion
being (professedl y) tau ght or not tau ght , and about respectabilit y
and vulgarit y . In time we niay discover that it is wort h while
to inqui re , not whether the maste r is an M. A. but whether he
knows his business ; and cal l upon him to prove that he has
penetrated the husk of learnin g. We may even get the length of
discoverin g that the mana gement of a school is not a facult y
inherin g in every A. M., or indeed in every unsu ccessful specu-
lator who can persuade parents that he can read and write.
Then , an d not till then , shall we insist upon our inst ruct ors giving
instru ction ; and then we shall tak e measu res for discove ring if
they have acquired those statesman- like qualities that are indis-
pensabl e towards enablin g them to rule their little world wit h
proper effect.

In the mean time schemes of all kinds crowd upon us—like
bubbles they arise , and like bubb les they bu rst—as in the sample
we have given above,—leavin g much ink impressed on much
paper, and nothin g besides.
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At the littl e, out of the way, undisturbed village of Edwins tow
you can see no indication , nor , without previousl y acquire d
Kn owled ge., would you guess that you are within five minut es
walk of the most per fect specimen of anti que forest , the most
sequestered and distinctl y char actered elf and fairy realm on
earth . It is the last vestige of Sherw ood's right to renown . It
stands alone , as it has stood for the last thousand years; as it
stood centuries before graceles s King John and his graceless nobles
and courtiers hunte d tne deer under its umbra geous boughs; before
Norman William gras ped at the Saxon homestead s, and deso-
lated the hearths of a hundre d yeomen to gorge one of his bull-
headed fellow-ruffians. By itself it stands , and is like no other
spot on which my eyes have ever looked, or my feet have ever
trod . It is Birkland , a beau tiful land of beau tiful birches ,
wit h, near it , adjoining it , a noble neighbour , Billhagh, or Belle-
hagh, all of oaks which have seen ten generation s come and pass
away. Among the birches , too, stand many of these tal l, huge,
bulk y, and venerable giants . But come, reade r, let us walk to
this Birkland , up the short street throu gh the village, throwin g,
as we go, a passing glance at the church 's old tower and queer
spire, and wonderin g inquis itively at the odd fancy which placed
the eight niches at the tower 's top and the spire 's foot ; wherein
formerl y stood as man y grey-coated , grey-nosed, and grey-
skinned goodly stone saints ; which an opposing sect of image
worshi ppers , deemin g the elevatio n of t hese impious or idolatrous ,
dismounted and demolished . A few paces more , and Edw instow
is behind you : here the road branches off in a Y fashion ; that
to the left inclinin g more to a right angle with the street : the
right hand road leads to Thoresb y Park—the left is the road to
nowhere , or anywhere ; for as your eye run s along it you perceive
it grow s tu rfy and green, being little trodden , except by sheep
and harvest wains. Tak e neither of these roads, but proceed
directl y onwards. Just at the junction of the forks , the apex of
the angle, is a company of tall grace ful trees , firs anc^ other gen-
tlefolks, towerin g aloft , and very beau tiful : look well at them,
tak e impressions of them stron gly—t hey are the portal spir its to
somethin g more grand , august , sublime : perha ps they are octo-
genarians —or a centur y old—yet they will appear like stri plings,
infants , by the contrast to which you are approachin g. Walk
down upon that smooth sinkin g sweep of undulat ion : how grace-
fully it bends ! like the mighty magnificen t curve in a vast and
green Atlantic billow, which by some omnipotenc e, some invisible
han d, has been suspended in its rollin g, and fi xed thus as we
see it.

4 Here let the billows stiffen and have rest!'
said the great voice, and it was so. A stone-cove red well is all tha t
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breaks the verdant, rootless, tuft less., weedless surface : an uphol-
sterer would not have nailed his green baize or dru gget more evenly
on your parlour carpet, nor glued his billiard-table cloth more
wrinklelessly : so lies this verdant carpet, this fixed curve of the
sea, till the uprising, crowning crest of the billow, ruffled with
gorse, with its millions of yellow blossoms,—the ocean spray
changed into bright and burning gold, which mingles its glory
with the bending blue of heaven. That is the barrier ridge which
completely conceals the universes beyond : and is it not a gorgeous
barrier ? It is so resplendenrtn its beauty that your heart throbs
in loving worship of it. Here pause at its foot, and drink in the
j oy which it pours forth abundantly ; and having done so, look
upward to the ridge, and without pausing in your step as you
wind to the summ it, do but mark how those hoary-headed giants
march up, forward upon, into your vision—and from the ridge
bound down that gently inclining slope. In twenty steps the
world is quite shut out : you are in a strange and solemn and old
universe. You have passed from time to eternity—No—you
have leaped out of the present, back a thousand years. Your
dull lump of earth—your hundred and forty pounds avoirdupois,
more or less, of clay, is at once exhaled, or has dropped off, away
from your existence : you are become unweighable essence,
ethereality. You are all air—a bird—a spirit—you feel that you
could leap like a cricket, with less than a cricket's ponderosity :
ankle-deep you are enclosed in elastic moss, from which you
rebound with the lightness of cork, or a ball of caoutchouc. Do
not yet look around you, nor above you : close your eyes, and
you breathe bliss—you float—-sail—fl y : you are in heaven. Not
yet—the chirping of the jackd aws tells you this still is earth—
for it is not yet said whether j ackdaws go to heaven. Still this is
heaven ; and you love it all the better on finding that it teems wit h
the creatures of earth—living, breathing, voiced creatures—and
their speech-chirping here is delicious harmony—glorious concord.
Bound a few steps more—r-you must bound, leap—you are full
charged with electric fluid , and cannot walk. Stop : lift up your
head, and gaze and gasp in the overpoweriug inspiration—which
penetrates litnbs—heart—and soul ! and holds you mute awhile.

A magnificent temple— the ruined Palmy ra of the forest,
roofed by the wide arch of heaven ! beautifully grand—awful,
solemn, and deeply, intensely affecting : while it bows you down
in adoration, it fills your spirit with love. There is nothing dark,
noth ing fearful, not hing sad in your soul while you gaze—you do
love it—it wraps you in a sublimity of affection—you feel it is
all your friend—you r parent , your guardian—it blesses you, while
you worship it ;  and you bless it for the blessing it bestows.
You feel that it was not the pride of man—nor the mockery
of a false religion which reared this wondrous temple—that
neither fraud nor oppression mingled in the design—nor has
fcumaa vani ty ever desecrat ed the holy place with monumen ts to
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its honour. Grey and hoar y with anti quity, the massive columns,
thou gh scathed and rent and bruised by a thou sand storms, yet
uplift themselves in statel y dignit y ; or, like reverend sages, more
reveren d from the scathe of elements , st retchin g out thei r ar ms
in counsel , or upward s in appeal to the Father of Creation : and
they look so nobly calm, so gently majestic. Enchained for a
time is every facult y , corporeal and intel ligent, till wonderin g
love grows bold , familiar ; but in that boldnes s is no rudene ss :
it is reverential still : like the confidin g assurance of candid and
unsophist icated youth in the supervision of an ancient man , whose
face age has not crim ped with frowns —who se voice peevishness
ha s not crac ked into treble pipes by scolding— whose moral
beaut y and beni gnity hav e grown under Time's touch— whose
authorit y is benevolence. In the familiarit y is no insolence., no
presum ption , nor servilely courtin g of old Wisdom 's condescen-
sion . It is the open spirit of a child to a pare nt , whose philosophy
in trainin g that child, has been, and is, so unlike so many of the
world 's wise ones ; the philosophy which has deemed the task ,
the rod , the scour ge, the unsw ervin g imperative mood, and all
lessons of fear , and dut y, and obedience , and all coercive disci'
pline, do but alienate the child 's love, and tur n the fountains of
affection to last ing- streams of bitterness , which tran sform beaut y
into deformit y—cnan ge light to darkness —substit ute hypocrisy
of form for mind 's ear nestness, and dry, heart- gnawin g conven -
tion and compulsion for the gushin gs and bubblin gs of devoted
tenderness. It is in the assurance of reciprocated affection that
yout h grows bold in ancient wisdom's presence, and that suc h
child is familiar with such parent. So, on the subsidin g of the
floods of emotion , mine-line awe. and love, and reverence , voufloods of emotion , mingling awe, and love, and reverence , you
stand amidst this age-worn magnificence , and look upon those
ant ique oaks with a deep serene of joy. Your eye course s the
whole; then approach and examine in detail parts an d partic u-
lars : an d how many images arise from the surve y ! Fanc y sug-
gest s an alternation and succession of comparison s, and each com-
parison gives instan t birth to its appropriate feeling. You rin g
the chan ges on your sensations : yet all are pleasant ones.

Listen—you canno t avoid thinki ng that these venerable sages
are going to speak : would they would ! What lessons they might
teach—what important secrets divul ge : they who have looked on
the world for ten centu ries , what think they of the ' social
system V Of what politics are they ? Tory ? Whi g ? Radi cal ?
Wha t ? Rad ical to a certaint y ; genuine , staunch , hones t ra di-
cals, for t hey would have all mankind happy at no declension,
no part y 's sufferin g. What tales might tiiey tell of fear and
strife , of hypocrisy and war , of song and sport , of mirt h and
laughte r. Mirth and lau ghte r ?—ay , there have been j ovial
doings in thi s hall of ages. Were not Robin Hood and his
merr y men all occasiona l deniien s here ? To be sure they wer e ;
this was the favourite retrea t, and here it was they took their

496 A Pe ep into Sherwood Forest.



metempsyc hoses from jovia l men to jolly oak trees. There is
little J ohn ; yonder tall fellow, with his one bare arm throw n out
as if he had just swung his good quarter -staff in sport only, and
pitched it to his neighbou r Will Scarlet , whose hand is held
fort h to catc h it. No metempsych osis of the sta ff is to be seen—
it is gone the way of all staffs ; unless it has transmi grated to one
of those brown ferns which are lying asleep on couches of moss.
Fri ar Tuck is centu pled. His spirit becam e pro lific as it passed
from its clay tenement into oaken frame-wo rk , and multi plied
itself. Look at his girth s enorm ous, and the huge wens star ting
from every side of his bulk y carca ses. They are relics of the
hogsheads of Nottin gham ale that he poured down his tundish
into his gulfy reservoir —laughing in the thoro ugh base bet ween
every drau ght ; and every carbuncle , burstin g into a mouth to let
the laugh abroad, retains its thick lips in expansion of merr y grin.
He has literall y split his sides . Hark ye, jovial and vener ated
foreste rs, news for you—news at which you may start into flesh
and blood again : there is as good ale in Nottin gham now as
ever was brewed when you drew long bow at the king's deer, or
eased fat bishop of his ungodly gold. So come back : no, not
you. There are now no deer to shoot , and the bishop s are all
too p oor. Flesh and blood could not bear it. And of what rac e
are those grote sque, fantastic , semi-monstrous form s which stand
commingled among so much of the dignified, venerable , and
jovial ? Some are huge serpents, which have twisted their ver-
tebrae into dislocation . Some ar e hard- mailed, long-tailed , fierce
dra gons, that have writhe d in fury and agony, t ill their necks,
legs, and tails have become fixed and lignified from torture. And
if yonder be not a griffi n's head, griffin never was . Her aldic
painter or carver, after a night 's riding by a night mare , could
not cut or paint a truer one . Look at his acute nose, open jaws,
and pointed tongue, and the pricked-u p, fox-like ear s, with an
eye as distinct and full as ever was eye ; thou gh, if you examine
closer, it is but a hole right throu gh the topmost fra gment of a
tree, which has been so carved and cut by tempests workin g in
aid of Time. How fiery would that eye be if the moon peeped
throu gh it! Were it night now, my old nurs e's gossip of hob-
goblins and fiery fiends would be bu sy wit h me; and nothin g
but a griffi n's head would my superstit ious imagination allow it
to be. The region is full of fanta sy.

But tu rn your eye to the left , westward ; what see you there ?
Is it a sun burs t upon a line, a sheet , a field of silver ? or the
snowy haz e of a dewy exhalati on floatin g beneath a dense r and
darker canopy of clouds ? Neit her . What thus fixes your gase
m admi ration are the thousands of white and glistenin g stems of
gracefu l birch -trees —silent spirits of beaut y—sylphs in medit a-
tion—dr yad damsels assembled there to dream . . Look at t hem,
and wouder at their glory. Are you not impelled, attracted by a
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hidden and indefin able sympathy towards them ? How you wish
and long to mingle your being and every sense with that quiet,,
harmonious, and delicious solitude, which waft to you a wooing
invitation . Then away ! spring over the elastic carpets of richly
tinted mosses—dash through the yielding heather barriers—
pause and stoop to look on the bright red stems that bend to
your pressure, entwine round your limbs, arid flash their beauty
up into your eyes. You are stepping on, through and over the
annually renovated growths of twenty centuries or more ; and the
prostrate brown ferns which crackle beneath your feet, will, in a
few weeks, send up from their earth hidden roots, thousands of
t all, curling, green younglings, to mingle with the purple blos-
soms of the heather—then may you riot and roll in a sea of
perfume—leap, spri ng, bound along now in a delight which feels
not the clog of animality . You inhale the exhilarating gas in
such copiousness, that veins and arteries are no longer the chan-
nels of blood—they are all air-cells and electric conductors : the
bird above your head floats not more buoyantly than you bound
and sail on this precious bosomed earth. Wind your way down
to that broad line of clearing, that avenue of enchantment ; it
seems to have been intended for a carriage road , but, luckily, the
projector, rather amending his taste, or growing sick of the
novelty, no longer charmed with his first vague, unfastening
impressions of beauty, has abandoned it again to the old pos-
sessors, turf, and fern, and heather. Here walk awhile, slowly
it must be, for you are fascinated into hesitation, and pause at
every step. There they are, grouped in magical beauty, silent
loveliness ! amid each group, in serious pride of contemplation of
the graciou s forms and spirits around him, st ands a reverend oak,
smiling serenely, serenely and benignantly smiling, while he con-
templates—the sultan of the harem !—but they are not his slaves
—they are free as himself. Yes, there they are, fai r young
nymphs; their slender forms enveloped in white silk and silver ;
their smooth limbs j ust perceivably waving ; and their abundan t ,
glorious, pendulous tresses swing ing in the light wind ; sway ing
gently to and fro, their rich head s and drooping locks are moving
to the sw eet music, that immortal harmony, which cannot be
heard in our ' muddy vestiture of decay .' The sky above bends
down upon the scene to look and listen, and clips the whole in
an embrace of joy. Your soul is heaving and swelling in the
fulness of happiness, of enchantment, as you gaze here. Your
heart floods with a rushing tide of eloquence ; but speech is too
poor to bear it along, and voiceless and tongueless it rolls within ,
bathing and imbuing every faculty of thought and feeling wit h
the omni potence of love. If you can cast your reflections back
upon the world you have left, far, far behind you, search the
stores of memory, and examine each fibre of sense which memory
agitates. Is there any bad passion there ? is there any corrosion,
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any harshness , stirs there one breath of ill-will to any human
being ? Is not all your soul steeped in benevolence ? is there
one tinge of reflection which is not of love to all God's creatures ?
No, no, all are good, all ar e beautiful ; you are what you would
have all thin gs, a totalit y of peace ; you are a Christian , then ;
you are adorin g Heaven ! Keep the instru ctions which these
contemplations give you in your heart ; store them there , and let
th em guide you r practice when you mingle with the world.

Twent y times have you been draw n towards the many em-
bowered paths which intersect the body of the forest ; each arche d
over and diminishin g to a point of light, or completely closed in
by the meetin g branches ; and you feel in antici pation the serene
hush of the retreats to which they invite you ; the repose from
the trem our , the overchar ged and overb ubbling fountain s of joyous
and ra ptu rous excitement . You long to enter , and throw your-
self at length on the conch y moss or fern , and quell the passionate
sense into a tran quillity of satisfaction and retros pective thou ght.
You have witnessed a beautifu l dram a, well got up and well per-
formed , perha ps ? one that has called up a succession of intense
interest s and enchainin g sympathies ? and you have gone home
quietl y, and th rou gh hal f the night cours ed over each thou ght ,
emot ion, and incident with calmer relish , thu s fixing each more
accuratel y and firml y on your mind 's tablet ? Just such a gra-
tifying chan ge and succession of pleasures are yours in gazin g on
these birches from the avenue , and 1hen enwrapp ing you rself
and thou ghts in one of these bower y mantles . So dash in at
once , and think the picture s over. Come, let us see what sort of
a pic-nic we can make out here . This is a delectable spot for
enjoying it ; or take your selection from the hundre ds of prett y
cano pied recesses and verdant alcoves for a salle-d-man ger. Or
look there—there is a spot enclosed withi n a barrier of impene-
tra ble gorse , if you like enclosures and barriers , which I do not ;
her e you may sit or lie extended , screened in by a glorious cur-
tai n of green and gold. Look , here is the entrance , somewhat
int ricate and windin g, with j ust room for one at a time to pass
in ; and space when you are there for a dozen or more , with
sw ing-ingr elbow roo m, as vou assemble round the board ? no ,
round the smoot h turf , which is covered with a snow-white sheet
of damask . Stay, who are , or are to be, of the part y, and what
the viands ? These, sir , or mada m, are matters to be well looked
to ; a l ittle bun gling will do great mischief , and utter freedom
from arran gement will be the nicest order in the world , if you
have set out wisely. I ha ve seen so man y of these thin gs spoiled
by nicety and decoru m , and so man y unsuccessfu l from an absence
of nicety and decorum , that my philanthropy prompts a little
adv ice to sylvan revellers.

First , for the number of the part y : if more than two, do not
Stint at eight, ton , or a dozen , at least . A dozen will do, if you
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are sure they are of the right sort ; and this right sort does not
include all who will answer readil y r yes ' to your quest ion of4 who will go V Be cautious that the desire to increase your
number does not coax you into an admission of doubtfu l ones, or
the pleasure of all must be sacrificed to that one's inanit y, dumb-
ness, and deadness of soul. For my own single part , or whim, I
should select child ren freel y, as fellows in the affair , becau se if
they feK an inclination to go mad with enjoyment , why mad they
woul d show themselve s, and shout out of all c proper behav ing, '
and kick up their heels most unconvention ally ;  all our pleasures
are doubled by th e sympath y with others ; so let us have nor propriety and decorum ' (those decoction s of stupidity and cun-
ning) here. We will have tho se who can feel the beauties of the
place, and who, so feeling, will look , speak , and do, all they can
of all they feel—thou gh it be to burst into tears of ra pturo us
hysteri a—to scream with delight , or to remain mute . A majo-
rity of the gentler sex is desirable . If equally paired you may
be compelled to tu g and haul in couples like greyhounds. For
the choice :—this is the nice point—the exp erimen ium crucis.
The ri ght sort may be found fro m all ages, from six to sixty :
(the fearfu l of rheumatics will not do :) but we have an in-
stin ctive aptness to the impression that personal prettineas , or,
if you insist on it, beaut y, is the store-house of all the lovelier
qualities of mind and heart ; and they are so when rightl y
schooled : but in the schooling lives and grows the mischief.
Generall y, too general ly—and thi s as much from the con-
temptible foolery of the men , as from the narrowin g, conventional
absurdit y of their female instru ctors , young ladies are tau ght into
a mechanism of manner — ' sprin ges to catch woodcocks '—to con-
ceal , suppress , cru sh all the natur al and beautifu l gushin gs of the
purest and most beautifu l emotions, and to affect those externals
which are as much like the graces and beauties of truth and deli-
cacy as a toad-stool is like a violet or a primrose —a smile from
one of which toad- stools would curdle a whole sea of sy llabub :
one of such , in this our projected part y, would look Birkland into
a huge birch rod . Eschew all who were ever seen out of a dre ss-
ing-room with hair en p apillotte : and all who would set forwa rd
on this j aunt with hair and head tortured into the graces of a
chizzled wig : there is no more poetr y in such heads than in a
dish of tri pe : come, all who do come, with t resses that will freely
unloose themselves from their braids ; so that locks and ri nglets
may swing in companionshi p and sympat hy with the tens of
thousands of tassels on the head s and brow s of these Lady
Birches. How glorious looks a young creature as she sprin gs,
light as an antelo pe, over the moss and throu gh the heather , and
darts in and out amon g the intertwinin g spra y s, in all the joy-
aunce of a heart that makes buoyant and elastic every limb and
sinew ; with tresses sportivel y floatin g, waving, and flutterin g in
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the wind : now shadowin g the light of her eyes, now partin g
aside to let forth the full and brillian t flash of the happy spirit
withi n : making natu re prou d at beholdin g her child. Let every
one be in woodland trim —that is, fit for a scramble throu gh th e
br anch es and the gorse : all sylvan delight is alloyed, destro yed,
if there be any demand on your att ention or care lest your dress
should be disarran ged or dama ged. Against long tails , flounces
and fril ls, nettin g, gimping and furbelows , the forest has declar ed
ceaseless and perseverin g warfare : so let your outward man or
woman , boy or girl, be such as it will not affect your delicacy to
see rend ered somewhat more pictures que at the close than it was
at the commencement of the revel ; thou gh, indeed , there is little
likelihood of fra ctures if you have been wise in your equipment—
dress so that you can be altogether in a thorou gh don't carishness
for scratches . A beaver hat is a villain in the woods : a shaw l
or veil no less so. Sandals , too, are an abomination ; t heir
strin gs make so man y unlovin g alliances wit h underwood and
roots : so neat-fittin g, stri ngless shoes, or ancle boots , with lace-
ends care fully, snugly tucked in, if you please, ladies .

Well , the selection is made , the parly is assembled , all of eyes
that can see beaut y, and hearts tha t can rejoice in it, of spirits so
uncorru pted that they will yield full scope to the expression of
enjoyme nt , and each, in his or her own feeling, give and receive
enjoyme nt , and , what is an indispensabl e charac teristic , will not
prete nd to enjoy where enjoyment is not. So march ye now in
th e best of order ,—no order at all ,—into this calm realm of forest
gran deur and glory. I 'll tell you what such a part y will do:
first , assemble in a compact knot , (without design ing, plann ing
such assembla ge, and it would be a tedious word y process to
show vou the why of this ,") as if to catch and communicate inspira-
tion from all to all ; it is to that you so assemble, but you do not
know what attract s you :—to hear the abort ejaculations of sur-
prise, and subd ued exclamation s, murmurin gs, breathin gs of pure
raptur e,—deep and holy is that ra ptu re, and in what delicious
va rie ty of expression it shows itself ! Wha t next ? Then you
d raw off by twos and threes for a while , till a more vivaciou s,
exhilaratin g, dancin g delight courses ra pidly th rou gh the nerv es ;
and then , in as man y direction s as there are animated beings to
take them, bound forward over moss, throu gh glade and heat her ,
in ver y exuberance of bliss . Nay, I shoula not be surprised if
some ran up to the trees, and kissed them ; nor should I regard
such an ettravagance as aught but the gushin g that th robbed
with the love of nature , which superi or intel ligence and perception
of beaut y, moral or physical, animate or inanimate , does awake ,
and does fan its pure spark s into an unsullied , forth-issuin g
flame . Your eye looks yonder on a fawnlike crea ture , for agility,
bounding along, now hidden , now glinipsingly ftee n throu gh the
dangling branches , or peerin g over some fern-brake or gorae -

A Peep into Sherwood Forest. 431



bush ; there sits another on a grassy seat, lost in abstraction of
meditation ; as full of sweet poesy is her soul, as is the air with
balmy freshness : there is one stooping to examine with curious
admiration the miniature forest which her fancy has found in a
moss tuft, and wondering if those little scarlet-headed fungus-
sprouts are not torches by which the beetles light up thei r supper
halls: there is another, pencilling on her brain the elegant and
picturesque trunks, slender arms, whiplike branches, and delicate
foliage of a grou p of trees, and catching impressions of the moving
lights and shadows which play about them, telling herself that
she can make a good sketch from memory when she reaches
home, or that she will come again, and have it from the life ;—ano-
ther day 's enjoyment laid up in the storehouse of her anticipation.
Away, in distance, mellowed into the sweetness of a sweet sound's
echo, now heard, now lost, a warbling voice is streaming out
the spiri t 's cascade of j oy ; all is so happy, that the very trees
have a living sympathy with it, and participate in breathing
being. But now call in the stragglers, call in the frol icksome,
unch ain the enchan ted, halloo to the warbler, break the fi xed
muteness of the contemplative, and all gather in, with one look,
one set of thoughts ; here is our hall, our tent, our refectory ; and
here the viands. What ? First for seats and table. The smooth
green turf within the enclosure of gorse, of which I aforetime
spoke, for the latter ; and for seats, in ten minutes as many hands
have collected moss sufficient to furnish the hall with more
inviting sofas and easy chairs than ever were conjured up by the
luxurious ingenuity of a H ope or a Beckford. Come, suspend
your hats and bonnets to the swinging branches ; the strings will
flutter as so many festival streamers ; throw shawls and kerchiefs
on and among the gorses, yellow flowers, and heather : there's an
eye-g laddening commingling of colours ! Sit or recline at your
pleasure,—room for either or all. Ours is the genuine coopera-
tive system,—each assists the other ; we have neither masters
nor servants, but all are each, a regular levelling of ranks and
ages ; we do not exclude the little ones till the big ones are
accommodated, nor bid the juniors wait ' till their elders are
served ;' no, nothing of that have we among us. We have utterly
abjur ed the fag system, now and for ever ; we deny the right of
the strong to press or oppress the weak, and we ever will deny
it: we will walk and sit , eat, drink, talk, and breathe in perfect
equality of kindness. Our table ia covered with damask, pure,
clean, snow white ; remember, it must, it shall be so. Knives
and forks spotless and speckless ; remember this too : we will
have no make-shifts of what we do bring in the way of viand fur-
niture : if a plate or dish be cracked or chipped in the carriage,
away with it! oyer the barrier it goes: our drinking glasses are
crystal, clearer than any mirror, or green, like the overhan ging
foliage, and sharply conical, tapering to their stems in the finest
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point. I have sound ar gument in advocac y of such shape ; viz.
it conveys the liquid in a smooth -, unbubblin g, unbroken streamlet ,
clown upon the delicately-fashioned groove which your tongue
makes to receive, and so waft s it home ; whereas your globular
or flat-base d chaps send it into your mouth with a splash and a
gullup , gullup. And .for wines, we will have nothin g but your
gentle creatu res; hock , moselle, sauterne , and that family; no
blusterin g port , nor bitter or burnin g sherr y ; and eschew malt
as you would one of the toad-stools ; champagne is a mischief,*
it unscrews the pegs of the soul's fiddle, or crack s the strin gs,
produces first a crash or a ran t, and leaves nothin g but discord
and drowsiness : our selection keeps all in tune. Port , sherr y,
malt: , spirits , aroint ye! we must riot have such here ; they will
engender Englishism as you look on the trees ,—a cuttin g or
teari ng the m up, or a wish that they were our • property,' or a
calculation of how much money they would make. For viands ,
do be nice in these ; avoid sandwiches , all fat , butter , grease ; no
mustard ; bread as white as a hound 's tooth , and short and crisp
as skill can make it. We will have a salad,—aye, an English
one,—a rustic ,—no oil, no mixture of yellow batt er with it ; the
right countrified vinegar and sugar rectifier. Now eat , drink ,
lau gh, and be merr y ; and havin g cleare d the wreck , give thanks
by listenin g to the twan g and tink of that guitar , and the song
which it accompanies ; or if there be one in the rin g who cau read
as if what he (or she) read were an eman ation of his own
thou ghts , who can read as he would speak , tinging what he
reads with the colours , the varieties of modulat ion and tone to
which the sentiments , scene, and incidents , and character of the
subject, would free ly give bi rth , hear him or her. Such an one
is too good a judge to select a pastoral or woodland descri ption :
he knows that all such thin gs must be tame and insipid here , with
th e senses you take from the surrou ndin g realiti es. Read those
matters when away from their realities , to rekind le the enjoy-
ment , to recreate the scene, and give a deeper impression to
your memor y. A tale or drama of incidents , developing charac -
ter and emotions , is better now ; and mark how much more
acutely and accura tely you will estima te motives, appreciat e
act ions, and sympathize with feelings ; how your indi gnation will
rise at frau d and oppress ion, how you will scorn or smile iu con-
tempt at cunnin g paltriness , how you will sympathize with
beauty of heart , how readil y acknowled ge a simple deed of affec-
t ion , and how you will glow with a new, and perha ps hithe rto
unknownr deli ght , at the t r iumph of good feeling and honest y
str uggling throu gh difficul ty ; you will weigh the deeds of war-
rior s in the scale with intellectu al courag e and moral darin g,
and the mind 's independe nce, and hence find the warrior 's renow n
as a feather against them ; you will see heroes as a whirlwind ,

? Negatur. —Eoitos,
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which ra g£d 6ut the desolation of millions far the gratificati on q£
their own avarice or their own exaltation ; your soul's vojic© sfyali
be tuned in rich harmon y, and join the quire whose song is, ' the
world and all its human creatures shall be happy ; life i* not a
vale of tear s, it shall stream a river of joy .' Oh, it is good to
walk where nature unfolds her beauty amid her sileatness, and
you carr y good back into the bustlin g world from these occa-
sional visits to her flowery and woodlan d domains. And now you
are called homeward , but ere you leave Birkland collect again to
gaze, to dri nk in the closing drau ght of pleasure which the
hospitable friend gives freely; and ere your foot is turned to
leave it , you have each and all uttere d a wish to revisit the scene,
and have formed a scheme for accomplishing the wish ; then,( bless you, Birk land ; good bye for the present , and remain for
ever in your beauty !' ¦

What says your genuine practica l man, as he calls himself, to
all this ? He professes to advocate utili ty, yet affects , and, in-
deed, does despise the utilitarian ; the far reach of whose views
thi s practical man can no more compass in his thou ghts, than he
can gras p, between his fingers , the winds of heaven. This prac-
tical man feed s and fattens on the produce of larger minds, yet
pities, or scorn s the fructif ying spirit which supplies him with his
health —his food—which opens to him the sources and the mines
from which he gat hers his harvests , and accumu lates his worldl y
substance. —Wh at will he say ? Why, that all this 19 fantastic
enthusiasm , visions-—un tenable Utopia.—He wants ' somethin g
useful. ' Is not this useful ? 'No ; what will it sell for ? what
can be made of it ? what will it fetch in the market V Posses-
sion—buying and selling enclip all his heart of utilit y ; and he
despises the uti lita ri an whose calculations are as to the sum of
ha ppiness which may be so diffu sed that all may share .—I had
a re ncontre with one of thuese prac tical s travellin g from N. to W.
He wa s too s polite 9 to lau gh in my face, but no doubt I have
been a good stock butt of merriment to him. He was all ( for
utilit y : could not find any thin g- but bar renness on Sherwood
forest, and w ould be glad to see the plough produci ng somethin g,
by being passed over the gorse-heather and moss : be should
like to see it all inclosed—somebod y's propert y.' Hah ! ' Yield-
ing a crop of whea t, grass or oats / Cro p ! inclosures for him
and exclusion too. The hundred s of poor cotta gers whose cat tle
and sheep browse on the heather , and beati fy the swelling eleva-
t ions, slopes and hollows, are no consideratio n in compariso n
with the gra tification of some avaricious landholder 's desire to
gras p at more : whose extent of domai n begets no other feeling
than a fury for a greater extent , and authorizes him in the
covetous greediness of his gras p.—No matter though the sandy,
thin , and bony surfac e of soil will never repay the expense of
tillage—it is to secure possession of it which is desired—so me
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more thou sands of acres to swell the sound of ' my property,'—
< my estates,9 and st^re upon the map which han gs in the hall
to be gazed at, ^uid envied by all comers.

I am c 3, cold and heartl ess' util itarian—-and have a faith iu
the progression of hum an improvement— in the per fectib ility $
man. There is genuine poetry in those woods-—and qu those
moss and heather swells and dells. The richest mass of utili-
tar ian treasur es, those leaders to perf ectibilit y, lie* in the sprin gs
of poetry : springs of purest sources—and they stream along
aiding , nurtur ing, and encoura ging all that is pure—peac e with
your own breast and love to others . Poetr y is feeling's tr uth—-
its langua ge is truth feelingly uttered —feelings are our soul's
stren gth—the stays of our int ellects.

Utility ? Is not happiness utilit y ? ' Yes.' Then you store
up utilit y, at no one's dama ge, by roamin g Sherwood forest, and
going mad, if you choose, in the place in which I have been
reveluDg. ' But it is not lasting—it is not tangible-—you lose
the feeling with the prese nce of the scene or excitement. 9 Oh,
not so; it has sunk into the deeps of your heart , and you can,
whenever you will, as a miser can revisit and gloat over his
hoar ds of gold, unlock the deeps with the key of your memory ,
and feed again and again upon the feeling—unlike the -miser, you
dispense your t reasures freely—nor will repetition of the giving
and the repast diminish the stor es, or render insipid the true
relish which you tasted in their first freshness .

Oh , the miracul ous influence of beauti ful woodland , and
heat her , and moss ! They enable one to think of whigs, tories ,
pr iests, and pract ical men , with all their jugglery, and the folly
on which they play, without a feeling of acidity !

Pel. Verjuice.

The Press and the Trades ' Unions. 4$&

^s t May . The P ress and the. Trades 9 Un ions.—Whatever may be
the case in other matters , in politics we believe that mankind are oftener
led into dan ger by being afraid of it , tha n by being carel ess about it : to
esca pe the tiger , the y fl y into the tiger 's mouth. Most empires have
bee n lost throu gh over-anxiety to keep them : most revolutions have
been pro voked , by conduct dictate d by the fear of revolution . But bo-
dies of men seldom learn wisdom fronrnthe err ors of their predece ssors :
th e same blunders are repea ted , whenever the sam e circumstances recur.
The middl e classes of this countr y, whose opinions arid sentiments are
represent ed by the dail y press, are repeatin g the ver y same series of
err ors by which almost ajl governin g bodies nave been ruiijed .

B y the .pres ent insti tuti ons of Eng land , the powers of government re-
jule in the people of propert y, to the exclusion of those who are said to
have no property ; being dependent for the whol e or the chief par t pf
their fcub tti qttshpe on bodily labou r. Of this power , wh ich is Bhare 4among the people of propert y, the people of large proper ty had formerly
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engro ssed nearl y the whole, and hav e still much more tha n their just
portion ; whereb y they are enabled to k eep up for their own benefit,
many had institutions and bad practices , inj urious both to the people of
small properly and to the excluded class, the people of no property,
viz. thofte whose pri ncipal pr operty consists in their bodi ly faculties .
The liberal s amon g the people of smal l propert y, are those who think ,
not that property, but that lar ge property, should not confer so much
power as it does at present. Now, as the most numerous and poorest
class has also an inter est in reducin g the exorb itant power which is con-
ferre d by lar ge property, since by doing so they would get rid of th e
abuses , such as Corn Laws and the like, with which they are oppressed ,
not for the benefi t of the owners of propert y generall y, but of a small
minority of that number ; this constitutes a common object , for which
all classes, not directl y interested in these abus es, might advanta geously
co-operate , adjournin g the settlem ent of their own separate differences
unti l after the victory.

It is very natural , however , th at the workin g classes , even at this
early stage in the developement of the ir collective intel lect , should fee]
that their real position in society depends upon somethin g far deeper
than the redress of any of the grievances which the majority of the ir
superiors have in common with them. It depends upon the relation
which may be established between them and the people of pr operty
generall y. It depend s, not upon the manner in which their superiors
share the powers of government , they being exclude d ; but upon"whether
they themselves have power enough, by political instit ution s or other-
wise, to secure due consideration for their interests on the part of those ,
be they great propri etors or small pro prietors , who make the laws and
appoint officers for their administration .

A person must be a poor judge of human affairs , who can fancy that
this point has been attained now ; that the labourin g) multitud e have
now more than sufficient weight in the commonwe alth to secure a just
attention to their gr ievances ; and sufficient to warrant a fear that the ir
supposed interests or their opinions , will be allowed unjustl y to prevail
over those of any other part of the nation. On the contrary , they have
notorious ly but just emerged from a state in which they had no power of
claimin g attention from any one ; in which law s were made, avowed ly
to prevent them from taki ng the commonest means of improving the ir
condition ; in which their education was repute d dangerous to chur ch
and state ; in which they were actuall y kept at home, like cattle belon ging
to a master , for their very emigration was illegal ; in which no legislative
measure ever passed mere ly for the good of the work ing classes , when no
powerful section of their superiors had an interest in it; in which th eir
opinions were never appealed to but when some party of the aristoc ra cy
wante d a popular cry. We are not so far from this state yet. The
shadow ot it is still upon us. When we see indications th at the worki ng
classes are beginning to be counted for too .much in the calculatio ns of
politicians, we shall think it time to tak e precautions against that dan-
ger . At present we should as soon thin k of lookin g out for a substitut e
against the time when the coal fields shal l be exhausted. The people
or property ar e the stronger now , and will be for man y years. AH the
danger of injustice lies from them , and not towards them. Nothing
but the progressive increase of the power of the working classes, and
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a progressive conviction of that increase on the part of their superiors ,
can be a sufficient inducement to the proprietar y class to cultivate a
good understan ding with the working people ; to take them more and
more into their councils ; to treat them more and more as people who
deserve to be listened to, whose condition and feelings must be consi-
dere d, and are best learned from their own mouths ; fin ally, to
fit them for a shar e in their own government , by accustoming them to be
governed , not like brute animals , but beings capable of ra tionalit y, and
accessible to social feelin gs.

But this is a mode of treatment which rulin g classes never yet . could
reconcile themselves to adopting voluntaril y, with those who are subject
to them. When they see a power growing up, which is not wholly un-
der their control , their first impulse alway s is, fear ; their second, anger.
The middle classes of London , th rough their organs the London news-
papers , are now manifestin g both these feelings, on the subject of the
Tr ades ' Unions.

The Trades ' Union s attempt to raise wages ; and must fail in the
attempt. What then ? Sure ly it is highl y desirable to rai se wages. If it
cannot be done by the mean s they adopt, teach them better means.
But when were person s who had committ ed no crime , ever remonstrated
with by any one who meant them well, in the manner which the
* Times* has adopted, for instan ce, on the Tailors 9 Str ike ? la that a
tone in which to point out to people who are pursuing a desirable end ,
that the means by which they are pursuin g it, cannot succeed ? It is
obvious that the write r of the article in this morning 's paper, is not roused
to such excess of indi gnation because the means which the people are
tr ying cannot succeed ; he would be ten times more angry if they could
succee d. He actuall y compare s the Unions to the landlords ' monopoly,
and complains that the rise of wages, if they could obtai n it , would be a
tax on the consumer ! Why, so much the better. Let there be no
forc e or fraud , but , within the limits of an honest bargain , we are
altogether for the bees against the drone s. If a person who has a com-
modity to sell, can , without shuttin g out competitors , by mere voluntary
agreement with those competitors , fix his own pr ice, why should he not ?
certai nl y it is no reason , that the sellers in this case are nine-tenth s of
the communit y in number , are (to say no more ) the least favoured
part of it in the present distribution of the produce , and are those who, by
thei r labour , produce all commodities wh atever. But the misfortun e is,
that they cannot , by any such contri vances , raise the price of their com-
modity. No combination can keep up the value of an article , when tne
supply exceeds the demand. But instead of teachin g them on what their
condition depends, those who ought to be their instruct ors rail at them
for att empting to bette r it. They say, indeed, that it is only, for using
wr ong means ; but so, from slave-trad ers upward s, those who wish to
keep their fellow-creatures in a degr aded condition , always say.

The tone which we condemn , may be in a great measure the result
of thoughtlessness , but it is not the less the index to a habitual feeling.
This feeling must be got rid of, or the next generation , perhaps the pr e
sent , will severe ly suffe r for it.

2<J May. Sir Robert Heron 's Motion* and Mr. Bidder's Amend-
ment.—Th * proposition of Sir , Robert Hero n, fgr giving to the King
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tJte noriiitfitton tt a certain ritimber of memberfc of thfe legislature , Bvatf flf&ifig s'eats to vaVioiis offibes , outra ges the firs t princi ple of a Bepre *.
fcetitettve Governm ent ; it is pro tanto a return to the system of nomi-
Ait ioh borouj ghs, thou gh with out its fraudulent pretences ; and is both
feal ly and ' ostensibl y a mere contriv ance to save Minister * from one 6f
the irnnrred iate inconvenien ces of unpopularit y. The disfavour nat urall y^achin g 

to such a pr oposition , has undeservedl y exte nded itself to Mr.
Btilvr er's Amendment , which is no infrin gement of the representati ve
princi ple, but an importan t auxiliar y to it , and only errs by not going
far enough. That any but the representatives of the people should
Have votes in the legislature , should help to make up a majority for
enacting a law, or votin g away the public money, is totally inadmis si-
ble : but the p retence of all the great officers of state in both Houses ,
to answer for thei r measu re s, to be called to account fot their condu ct,
and to give protn ptly the information which Parliament may require , and
which can be given on the spot by no persons but those nratcti tally con-
Tersarit with the ptfolic business, would be not an encroachment upon the
privileges of Parlia ment , but an extension of them ; and would add
to the securities fot good government , by ensurin g a more th orou gh
jtirobihg of the measure s and acts of the government , and by makin g the
stru ggle which may decide the fate of a ministr y a conflict of princi pals,
not subord inates.

In Ffance , whefre thd fra mers of the constitution , havin g an altogether
xiew system to construct , were not restricted to the choice of means al-
teady sancti oned by usage, all cabinet minist ers , whether peers 6r
pommoners, are entitled to be presen t and to speak in both Houses ,
^Oli8̂  no* *° v0

\e *rt either unless they are regularl y members It is
»ot found th at this regulatio n diminishes the desire of members of the
ministr y to obtain the suffra ges of electors ; every minister who is not
* Peer» always presents himself to some constituency, and succeeds
sooner or later in becoming a member of the representative Chambe r.
But the manner in which the rule works is this : The real head of each
depar tment is enabled to be present in whichever House his conduct
is unde r discussion ; to answer questions, and defen d his own measure s.
Lord Gre y himself would be obliged to under go the * bad gering 1 of a
popular assembly in person , and not mere ly by deputy. In "every branc h
of the public service the princi pal would have to make his own de fence,
instead of having it made for him (worse , or perha ps better , than he could
infck e it) by a comparat ively irres ponsible subord inate.

There is another peculiarit y in the practice of the French Parlia men t,
which has a benefic ial effect. Whenever any measure is brou ght forward
by the Governm ent collectively, the Government rhay, for the purp oses
of thai one measure , be represente d by whomsoever it pleases. Any
tmtnber of per&ons may Ibe named King's Commissioners for the deba te
on that pattitiil a* blM , and if so named, may be present durin g its dis-
cussiori, along with the Ministers , and with the same privilege of speak-
ing but Hot votin g. Wha t is galned by this is, that the real frarner s of
thte ftfeature , thofce officers of Gbvernttient who are most convers ant with
the detail s of the subject , and to whose suggestioh every paft of the hi ll
J*cept its leading prin ciples was probabl y due, are presen t to give
«|™ fc]*™ toario n* for tifeit 6tm pioposilforts ; riot a* wfth tis where
tfctfce iWibAii cob* bdbte ParKameht atid the public at sefcbnd hand,
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through a minister, probably altogether ignorant of the minutitc of the
question, Until crmnmed by that very subordinate, who is not present to
state the considerations which influenced him with the freshness and the
clear convincing decisiveness belonging to one who knows the subject
by his own knowledge. It is pitiable to see how, for want of some such
regulation, the discussion of great public questions is often mismanaged
in our Parliament, from the imperfect manner in which heads of depart-
ments understand or are able to state the grounds of their own measures.
This is perhaps inevitable, overburdened as they are with variety of busi-
ness. If so, there is the greater reason to allow them every attainable help
for stating their case fully and with effect.

The subject however is of no pressing exigency. It is sufficient that
the suggestion has been put forth. The degree of attention it has met
with, will help to familiarize the popular mind with the novelty ; on a
second discussion- it will be no longer strange to the public ; and when
the reasonableness of a proposition, without any pressing demand from
without, shall be a sufficient motive to a legislative assembly for
adopting it, this principle will be introduced into our parliamentary
law. A stubject of so little importance compared with a hundred others,
can afford to wait.

8th May. Loss of the Registration Bills.—The defeat of thes e im-
portant improvements in the law, now for the second time repeated, is
One of the mdst lamentable proofs yet afforded of the spirit of our legis-
ture, when left; to itself, and not taken out of itself by the force of a
strong popular feeling. If there ever was a proposition recommended
by the most obvious expediency, and to which it was difficult for ima-
gination to conjur e up even the shadow of objection, it is a measure
which goes simply and exclusively to givin g publicity to all future con-
tracts affecting land ; so that when, in the course of a generation or two,
the change shall have come into full effect , every one may know before
buy ing land, whether the land real ly belon gs to the person who sells it ,
and every one may ascertain before lending money on the security of
land , that the land is not already mortgaged beyond its value. The pub-
licit y which would be given by registration , is of the same kind and
degree, which is already given to wills by the reg istry in Doctors' Com-
mons ; and any one but those who are personal ly interested , and there-
fore entitled to correct in formation , would be as little likely to gratif y
idle curiosity by prying into the Tecords of the one registry office, as of
the other. From the greater certainty which would be given to all con-
veyances, the saving to the landowners, in annual law expenses, would be
greater than any one can conceive, who is unaware how great a percent-
age every landlord now pays out of his annual rental for the vices of
the law. Arid hence, as well as from the increased security to purchase™,
the market price of all land would be most materially increased. Yet the
landlords, the very class who are princi pally, who alone are di rectly in-
terested in supp lying this strange hiatus in our legislation, are the per-
sons who (with the aid of that large class of members who depend for
the management of their elections upon provincial attornies) have twice
rejected by a large majority , not the details of any particular bill, but
the very principle of Registration.

On the part of the landowners there are but two  ̂raotire* possible
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for this dereliction of one of the firs t duties and strongest inter ests
of honest men. The worst of these motives is, a desire for the
power of makin g fraudulent sales, and fraudulent mortg ages : the best
is, the pitiable weakness of ryat liking th at other people should know the
exten t of their ineumbrances. Most fortunate would it have been for
hundreds of families now inextr icabl y involved , if they had not been able
to conceal the earl y stages of their embarrassments. It was the pueril e
desire to go on deceiving their neighbours , and keeping up the appea r-
ance of an income they no longer possessed, which prevented them from
retren ching when retrenchm ent would have come in. time to save
them ; and which has brou ght the whole class into a state , in which their
champion , Sir James Graham , avers th at the subtraction of twent y per
cent, from their incomes , would be their absolute ruin.

On the part of the provincial attornies , who thrive by the litigation
caused by defective titles to land , and who derive all their consequence
from the mana gement , whjch they now hold in the ir hands , of the pecu-
niary affairs of the whole landed aristocrac y, the motives to oppose the
publici ty as well as the simplification of titles , are more obvious, and we
have no doubt , far more consciously dishonest. The attorney, who under
good law s and a good system of judicature would be nobod y, is now the
most influential pers onage in every small place : and the land owner ,
whose secrets he knows , and whose affairs (of which the landowner him-
self is tremblin gly ignorant) he alone is competent to manage , is held
byliim in a state of the most slavish dependence. As the soul of the licen-
tiate Ped ri llo was interred with his money bags , that of an Eng lish
landowner , intellect , conscience , and all , is folded up in his title deeds,
and kept in a box at his attorne y'a off ice. He dares not call his soul h ia own,
for he dares not call his estate his own , without the leave of his attorn ey.

It is by the influence of this pernicious class, the only one, perhaps ,
whose interest as a class is rad icall y irreconcilable with the public good,
(bein g indissolubly linked , not with the perfection but with the imper-
fection of all the institutions for the protection of propert y)—i t is by
this class th at all the well-intended measures of the present ministry, for
stra ightenin g the crookedne sses of the law, and bring ing justice home to
the people's doors , are , and will continue to be, thwarted . In the par-
ticular instance before us, their banefu l spell has enslaved the mind of the
ministe r to whom we owe the Reform Bill. It is well understood that
Sir Joh n Cam pbell , when he became connected with the ministry,
yielded to a higher authorit y in giving up the Registration Bill , while he
retai ned and carri ed throu gh all the other law reform s which he had
ori ginated as the organ of th e Real Pro perty Commission . Earl Grey
is underst ood to be a fanatioal opponent of Registration ; as well as a
fanatical adherent of the Corn Laws and of the Usury Laws.

We cannot leave the subject of Registration , without giving due honour
to the * Times' for the service which it has rendered to that important
pr inciple by its powerfu l advocacy. That advocacy , it would be injustice
not to admit , is, on almost all question s of immediate interes t, usua lly
given to the cause of rational improvement ; and when given* never with-
out renderi ng a service to that cause, such as no other of the period ical
comme ntators on public affai rs have -it in their power to render. The
hostilit y of the • Times/ to the Poor Law Bill, is an -exception to its usual
eotindoeos of practioi jndgmen*, and will be found , we doubt not, aa in-

440 Notes on the Newsp apers. ~



juri ous to ite own as to the public interest . Whatever may be the merits
and demerits of the * Times/ there can be no question of its being by far
the most potent organ of the Movement ; which, at the same time, it
does not blindl y hurry on, but is incessantl y pointing out to Ministers ,
and to the influential classes, the mean s by which, while yielding to the
tide of chan ge, they may ration ally hope to temper its violence. The
* Times' is without doubt one of the gTeat powers in the State. It would
not be so, if either M inisters or Opposition had the energy, the strength
of will , or the knowled ge of the world , by which that journal has acquired
the ascendancy natural ly given by those qualit ies in an age which, with-
out much of the exaggera tion of a satir ist, may be termed the age of
coward s and fribbles.

13th May. Lord Broug ham** Defence of the Church EttablUhment.
—The Lord Chancellor is curious ly destitute of consistency. We do not
mean by consistency , the Tory virtue of bein g alway s wron g because you
have been once wrong ; we mean that quality of the intellect and of the
moral perceptions , which pre vents a person from holding two conflicting
opinions at once. It was but the other day that L*ord Brou gham de-
clared himself against a Nation al Education , because it would put an end
to volunta ry contributions. And now, without owning , any chan ge of
opinion , he maintains that voluntary contributions are good for nothin g,
and that the State must do all. 4 There were some wants which the
animal instincts of nat ure left safel y to encumber us, since they were
sure of being provid ed for ; becau se hun ger and thirst and other purel y
animal necessities , would of thems elves compel us to take means to re-
lieve ourselves of their pressure , and the more we felt them the more
sure we were to endeavour to prov ide for them ; but it was not so with
wants of a more re fined , and he might say nobler kind ,—it was not so
with respect to education ; he did not mean reli gious, but common secu-
lar education. On the contrary , the more ignorant we were , the less we
knew of the use of learning , and the less we should bestir ourselve s and
take means to ensure the advantage s to be derived from its acquire -
ment. 9 This was to prove -that the State ought to provide an endowed
ecclesiastical establishment : and of course , we presume , ought to fiir-
niih common secular education also.

We subscribe to Lord Brougham 's prem ises, and stron gly recommend
them to his own consideration . He shall hear of them again if he ever
repeat his declaration against a national provision for elementar y in-
struction . But adopting his princi ples, we differ altogether from the con-
clusion he draws from them , in favour of a Church Establishment , taking
tha t term in its received meaning. What he said last year in favour of
the voluntary princi ple, and what he says this year agai nst the voluntary
princi ple, are at complete variance , and we hold him to be most felici-
tously wrong in both.

4$Ve hold , with L.ord Brougham and all other ration al persons , that the
only objects fit to be undertaken by the State , which derives the princi pal
part of its pecuniar y resources from compulsory taxation , are . those
which eith er cannot be accomp lished at all . or not so well, by the volun -
tar y princi ple. Instructio n, meanin g by that term the systematic
cultur e of the intellectual faculties, we hold to be one of these ; .and to
be a most proper subject for a State provision  ̂We <k> not flQBeept r«J *-
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gioiis instruction ; thoti gh tve con sider it as, of nil branches of a gener al
course of instruction , that which least require s such a provision, and m whi ch
the influence of Government is least likel y to be of a saltita fy kind . The
extension of secular education thousands are anxious to impede , and few
comparat ively are willing to give themselves any trouble to promot e it; but
al{ are abun dantly eager to inculcate religion, and we may count by mil.
iiofis thosfe who either by pilrse or person are activel y engaged in pro -
pagatin g their reli gious opinion s throu gh all channels. On othe r sub-
jects almost any teachin g which could emanate from the Suite , Would be
ah impfove*ment on What exists : on that one subject the voluntar y prin -
ciple alread y provides, -in amp le measure , instruction quite equal to any
which our pr esent statesmen seem to have the capacity to conceive.
. A& to Church Estab lishments , such as exist in Euro pe, and even such
as ftte conceited in the abstract , by all mankind except a fei* closet •phi-
losofiherd ; we deny th eir claim to the title of institution s for religious in-
struction . Their objects we conceive to be of a quite distinct characte r ,
and stich as not onty may safely be left to the voluntar y prin ciple, but
cannot ju fetl y be provid ed for in any other manner.

1* he Clergy, indeed , are , in a certain measure , teachers of reli gion , and it
is easy to conceive a clergy of whom th at might be the sole office. But the
leadin g featur e in the conception of a clergy man, in the minds of the ma-
jorit y of believers in Christian ity , is that of a person appointed , not to
teac h them , but to go throu gh certai n ceremonies with them ; in the Ca-
tholic churc h to perform for them , in Protestan t churches to asiftst them in
the performa nce of, the religious observan ces which they consider as means
ot obtaini ng the faVour of the Supreme Being. Now this is, if anything
ever was* , an individual and personal concern . If any one deems a parti -
cular kind of observances to be conducive to salvati on, and the assistance
of any other person to be necessary for the perform ance of them , it is for
him , or those who share his persuasion , to defra y the expense. If aid
be afforded by the State , it ought to be afforded im parti al ly; each should
be assisted to support the worsh ip he volunta rily pr efers. But in prin-
cljple, this is not one of those want s of individuals which the State is called
upon either to awaken or to relieve. It is not a matter in which society
is concer ned , either by its interests ot by any call of duty ; thoug h doubt-
less, in the choice of a mode of worsh ip, individu al s are determined by
the general state of their intel lectual and moral nature , and in that , so-
ciety has the deepest interest. Let society then go to the fountain-head ,
and add ress itself to the cause , not to the symptom. Let it provide ade-
quate mean s, and adequate encouragement , for the ment al culture of all
classes of the people, leaving it to them to provide them selves with all
helps necessar y for the ir individual devotions. A$et it instruct the people:
wg do not say educate : that task must necessaril y devol ve upon the
family ; a State never educates , except by the general spirit of its insti tu-
tions. But it can instruct ; and by instruction it can not only form the
intellect , but de*Vhlppe the mora l perceptions . h

We know of nv branch of the genera l culture of the mental faculties ,
Which Id not a fit subject for a State provision. People may he trus ted
to thems elves to learn whatever is necessar y for gaining their dail y br ead,
•jftie instr uction which is intended to form , not human beings, but trad es
huSQ and fcqusfcwiveB, tiefcd ttot, efceept to the Vcrjr p otot, b6 &ffdtded by a
Slat© e*taWif&mfent. Professional lMtructloh m&y he left to thfc coinpe-
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titidn $f tlte fri irket ; If #e e±6ep t a fett profession*, Sucii as physicians,
and schoolrn a&erfr , tn which the purchaser h riot a competent judge of the
quality of the dtticle. Bat all instruction which i& jj iven, not tha t we nifty
live , but that we may live well ; all which aims at making tts vri&e and
good, calls for the care of Governn ient : for the very reas on given by the
Lord 'Chancellor ; that the majofitt have neither the desi re , nor any suffi-
cient notion of the means , of becomin g* mudi wiser or better than
th ey are.

* When we say that instruction of all kinds , connected with tlie great
intere sts of friati and society, ought to be provided by the State , we by no
means (as we have alread y observed) excep t religi ous instruction. We
gee, indeed , in the present state of the public mind , formidable obstacles
to including in any course of publ ic teachin g, such reli gious instructio n
as shal l not be worse than none. But difficulties arisin g not from the
nature of the case, but from the litera l and dogmatic character and sec-
tarian spirit of English religion, must not hinder us froth assert ing in
speculation , if we cannot realize in pra ctice, a great princi ple. An im-
portan t, if not the most importan t pa ri of every course of public instruc -^tion , is thai vthich Is intended td awaken and to enlighten the conscience*,
or pr inciple of duty. This essential part of nati onal instruction tnudt
either be omitted entirel y, or it must be such as does not cla&h with the
moral convictions of the majorit y of the educated classes. A country
tti ii&t be in a wretcfted state , in Which the be&t moral instruction which
can be afforded consistently with this condition , id not better than non e
at all. But in all Christian Countries , the prevalent moral convictions, the
best conceptions popularl y entertained of the rule of life, ate thorou ghly
interwoven with , and in great part founded upon, religion. To exclude
relig ious instruction , is therefore to exclude moral instruct ion , or to *
garble it , and deprive it of all systematic consistenc y, or to make it of a
kind decided ly objectionable to the majority of the educated classes.

It ib true mankind differ Widel y on reli gion ; so widel y that it is im-
possible for them to agree in recomm endin g any set of opinions. But
they also differ on moral philosophy, metaphysics, politics , political
economy, and even medicine ; all of which are admitted to be as proper
subjects as any others for a national course of in struction . The false st
ideas have been , and still are , prevalent on these subjects, as well as on
reli gion. But it is the portion of us all , to imbibe the received opinions**
first , and start from these to acquire better ones. All that is necessar y
to render religion as unexceptionable a subject of national teachin g as
any of the other subjects which we have enumerated , is, that it should
be tau ght in the manner in Which all rational persons are agre ed that -be tau ght in the manner in Which all rational persons are agre ed that
every other subject should be tau ght— in an inquiring, not a dogmatic
bpirit—so as to call forth , not 60 a* to supersede , the freedom of the
individual mind. We should most stron gly object to giving instruction
on any disputed subject , hi schools or universities , it it were done by
inculcati ng any partfculaAet of opinions. But we do not conceive it
to be the object of instru ction to Inculcate opinions. It is the grossest

* Very tatot y doe* the editor diflfet from the cotre tyontfeiit to *frrin our reader s
are indebted for these note*, and lor «th$? eontobt tfionji to our pages* It 19, however ,
i$c**panr 10 ea t̂ lhai jb6 puutjibi beheld twonyfrte % «ny f^ciM^ajaDD̂ or 6*»i«s-
sion, in thaTprese'nt note, which mky be ^n&roe ûajto M iulbirauj ce 
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abuse of ibe powers of an instructor , to employ them in p rincip ling a
pupil, (as Lock e calls it in his 4 Essay on the Cond uct of the Unde r-
standing /) a proc ess which tends to nothing but enslavin g and (by
necessary consequence) paral yzing the human mind. An enlightened
instructor limits his operations in this respect to apprizing the lear ner s
what are the opinions actual ly entertained ; and by stren gthenin g their
intel lects, storing their minds with ideas, and directing their attention to
the sourc es of evidence not onl y on every doubtful , but on every un-
disputed point , at once qualifies and stimulates them to find the tru th
for themselves. Let the teaching be in this spirit , and it scarc ely
matters what are the opinions of the teacher : and it is for their capacit y
to teach thus , and not for the opinions they hold , that teachers ought
to be chosen. The most enlightened pupils have ofte n been formed by
the most mistaken teachers. We repeat , it is a tota l misunderstan ding
of all the objects of teachin g to suppose that it has anyth ing to do with
impressin g the teacher 's opinions. These may be all true , and yet not
only may be, but if the inculcation oi them be what the teacher con-
aiders his duty, probabl y will be , so tau ght as to have no effect upon
the understanding but to contract and fetter i t ;  while , on the contrar y,
we are so far from apprehending any bad effect from teachin g even the
falsest reli gion, in an open, free spirit , th at we should hard ly object ,
under a good method of teaching, to a pro fessorship of astrolo gy.under a good method of teaching, to a pro fessorship of astrolo gy.

All this, we grieve to say, \z wnot{vie trust) useless, but , with
respect .to any hope of immediate application , wholl y unpractical . We
hold it utterl y unavailin g, in the present state of the nati onal mind , to
hope for any national reli giods instruction , not calculated , in a most
eminent degree , to narrow and pervert the inte llect and feelings. In
Pr ussia, such things may be ; for qot only does the spirit of free inquir y
pervade both the institutions of that people, and the popular mind , but
there is no exclusi veness, becau se there is no lite ralness in thei r religion ;
no German values dogmas for their own sak e, nor cares for any thing
in a reli gious system but its spirit. In Prussia ,—will an Eng lishman
believe it ?—the two great divisions of the Reformed Churc h, the Lu-
thera n and the Calvinistic , in the year 1817, by a voluntary agreement ,
actuall y unite d themselves into one church .* This most astonis hing
fact speak s of a state of reli gion , to which that which is almost universal
in our own country, presents , unha pp ily, a diametrical contrast.

To speak no longer of Prussia , or Utop ia, or any other pur ely idea l
model, but of Eng land ; lookin g at the Eng lish Ecclesiastical Estab lish-
ment as an existing fact, as part of the pres ent machiner y of society,
which must either be mad e available for the pur poses of society, 01

swept away ; and conside ring , not whether we would establish such an
institution if we had to begin de novo, but in what manner we would
deal with it now when it exists ; we should not press for its aboli tion ,
if either in its own councils or in those of the State we saw the faint est
glimpse of a capacit y to perceiv e and unders tand the re al reli gious wan ts
of the country. That moral influence of the State over the clergy ,
which has been used solely to purchase the sanction of reli gion for ex-
isting political institutions , and even for existing Ministries might , by

* S*e ond of the notes (p. xnrii. ) to Mrs. Austin's admirable translation of one
of the most important public documents ever printed -r-M. Cousin's Report ou the
State of Primar y Instruction , in Prussia.
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an enlightened Government , be made lar gely available to improve the
sp irit of the popular religion. By brin ging forward into station s of
dignity and influence those amon g the clergy in whom religion assumed
the most generous and the most intellectual form , a Government in
whom the people had confidence, mi ght do much to unsectarianize the
Brit ish nation. But this is supposing a Government far wiser than the
people, and it is much if we can hope that ours will not be inferior to
hem. The Establishment , in its present state , is no corrective , but

the great promoter of sectarianism ; being itself, both in the exclusive-
ness of its tenets , and in the spirit of the immense majority of its clergy,
a thoro ughly sectarian institution. Its. very essence is subscri ption to
arti cles, and the bond of union by which it holds its members together
is a dead creed , not a living spirit. We would rather not have any
chan ges which left this unchan ged ; and any change in this we shall not
see. Gen erations would be required to reform the princi ples of the
Church ; to destro y it will only be the work of-years .

We have wandered far from our original topic, the Lord Chancello r 's
speech . That speech is itself the stron gest of confirmati ons of the hope-
lessness of any improvement in the ChuTch throu gh the influence of the
State . Here is a man , confessedl y of menta l endowments far superior
to any other of the ministr y, perha ps to any one who is likely to be in
the ministry ; and he , in a discussion invol ving the very existence of the
Church Establishment , a discussion so naturally suggesting every topic
connected with the rel igious condition of the country , the tendencies of the
age in respect to reli gion , and what is to be desired , or may be done, in
respect to any of those tendencies —what does he find to say ? Nothin g
but the veriest common places, familiar to every schoolboy, on the ad-
vanta ges of some Establishment or other. Not a vvord either of general
and comprehe nsive theory, applicable to all times , or of statesman-like
estimation of the exigencies of the present time. Neither the philosophy
of the question , nor its immediat e practical policy.

The Primate followed, with a speech of which natvetS was the most
prominent characteristic. He wondere d how it waa that k while Church -
men entertained the most friendl y feeling toward s Dissenters , and ad-
dres sed them in a friendl y spirit , the Dissenters should man ifest such
personal hosti lity to Churchmen. ' It was true that Churchm en thwarted
the Dissenters in all their wishes, but then it was entirel y for their good.
He , for instance , and most of the oth er bishops, had resisted the repeal
of the Test and Cor poration Acts : * not,' however , * from any feeling of
hostilit y toward s Dissenters , but because they conceived the measure
would be pr oductive of inj ur y as regarded the general policy of the
countr y/ The Dissenters , however , dislike being tram pled upon, even
when it is from such laudable and disinterested motives . As to the
question , which side feels most resentment , we see no proof that the
most hostile feeling is on the side of the Dissente rs, but we should feel
neither sur prised nor indi gnan t if it were so. The Archbisho p is pro-
babl y the fi rst who ever thought it wonde rful that the party in possession
Bhould be in the bette r temper. When one brother has given to the-
other the outside of their father 's house , and tak en to himself the inside.
it is amusing to see him look out of his warm place upon the other who
is shiver ing with cold, and profess to be astonished at bo muck unbr o*
tfieriy feeling.
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Uth May. M ?* f FiUiamBrougff am 's p ifl sf or a Registry cf mrths,
Deaths, arid Marriages,—There are people who would Hay$ all ag-
grieved per sons and classes measure their denj^nds. not ty what they
are entitled to; but by what It su/ts the convenien ce of Minster s to
gjye. The course of events is now afford ing a erie s of moat signal
aipj comfttxiies to sjuch coun sellors. Xlie Disaeriter j i ka<T scar cely a
cnarice for the removal of tlieir minor grievan ces, yntil they commenced
agitatin g against the greatest grievance of all. Wop) * most of the little
boons to Wjbich they weie advisee} to limit their preten sions , are flung
to them en rndsse in a sort of panic , and they are most ra pidly hasteni ng
on their final object, the equaliza tion of alj pecis by the ajbolition of a
Sectarian Establishment. Yet there are people, biu| Dissenters too,
who stiil call upon them , for thjeir own sak e, to be ' moderate ,' and to
ask for no more than is ' attain able ;* forgettin g that what is attainable ,
altogether depends upon what is demand ed ; that the Tories and
high Churehmen will not be * moderat  ̂if the Dissente rs ar e so: tha t
Ministers are between two contrar y impulses/ and are sure to y ield
to the stronger pressure . The Dissenters ar e wise enough to know ,
that to a compromise th ere must be two parties , and that he
nrn st be a poor dupe who asks for an inch while his adver sary take ?
an elL

The Registry which will be provided by Mr. Brou gham 's Bill , will
supply a grievous defect in our institution s, and one which concerns the
whole cpmmutift y as wefl as the DissepterS j thoug h , as in rnps t cases, if
no powerful class haa been especiall y aggrieved by the evil , we might
hav e wait ed long enough for a remed y.

The Registers , it seems, are to lj>e kept by the collectors of taxes. We
do not foresee any inconvenience from tfris arran gement , except a slight
tendenc y to ren der tie Registr y unpopular. But the fact is striking ly
illu8tratiye of the total absence of machinery for the corxjuct of admi-
nistrative business. In France the registres de I ' k tat civil, as they are
called  ̂

are kept by the mayor of every commune , an unpaid officer ,
usual ly one of the pr incipal inhabi tants , who is selec ted by tji.e Crown
from a Munici pal Council chosen by the people. These officers , and the
p ref et8, who are the more dire ct delegates of Government , are an agency
read y prepared for collectin g any information , for executin g any law , or
for tra nsacting any local business which the Legislature may impose
upon tliera . They are also a fit agency to look after the per formance gf
al l duties, which the Legislature may delegate to any other class oi
functionaries. But in Eng land , when local inquiries are to be con-
ducted, or local busine ss ,3one, wh ich the Legislature are in earn est
a^out , they are forced to create special officers and gfant separ ate sala -
ries, pven a Factory ^J ill cannot be executed wj tjhout appointin g In-
spectors : and the reg istrat ion qi voters under tlie Reform Bilf, was
turned over to illiterate overseers ; revving barristers beipg aftervyard p
appointed nt considerable expense , to je.ctily tnei r 'bli^nde ^. 

Fpr 
wan) ;

again of local authori ses tp w^ipm tji e irpmqdiate cqptr.9) of a  ̂t)^e.8e t,em-
ipprjjijry pf special o^Scjm-s could '^e' confide,clf t^.ey pia^e ,thei/ rejpprtp
dir ectly to phe sipn \e Office ; which i
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tliuj B overbur dened ,\vit$ busJ .ruiSjB
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< centr alization' is creat e4 of a different, but scarcely a beiter kk<J* $#i>
tha t vyhich Napoleoo esUjtbl i^bed in France .

Mr. Brougham's Marr iage Bill vyill, we prei iutte, eupers^Je ^unfortun ate abortion produced by Lpr4 J pln Resell. It is an ug!pror£-
nient upon its predecessor , buj t it goes a very litt le way Ipwar ia placing
tha t important contract on Us true foiipdati pn. TV validity of tie crv^T
engagement is still to depend upon the performance^ of a religious cere*
mony, by a recognised Ministe r of some, thou gh it may now be a
Dissent ing, sect, "flie Bill merel y pr oyides for registering the perform*
ance of the religious ceremon y,

Tiiis imper fect measur e may satisfy the consciences and stay the cla-
mour of a lar ge portion of the Pissenters ; but it is impossible that such
a settlement can be final . Tfre following intelligence, which we extract
from a Nottin gham paper , and which is not the first pf ifs kincj, i$ an &£~
amp le of the opinions and feelings which &re growin g up in the country
on this subject :

1 At Laurence-street chapel , Birming ham , on Sunday last , after the ser-
rice was over , the congre gation was desired to stay , when four Di*sent *r«
took the marriage affai r into their own hands , in a very shor t manner *
Charles Bradley rose up and read the following document ;

4 '' Before this congregation , I , Charle s Bradley , jun. give you, Emma
Harris , this ring to wear as a memorial of our marriage , and this written
pledge stamped with the impressions of the Unit ed Rights of Ma n and
Woman , declaring X will be your faithful husband from th is time forwar d.( " (Signed ) Ch arles Uradle y, jun/ *

* Emma Harris t hen in turn read as follows:—
'" Before this congregation I , Emma Harri s, receive this ring to wear at

a memorial of our marriage , and give you , Charles Bradley , jun , this writ ten
pledge, stamped with the impre ssions of the United J tt ights of ]&an an<J
Woma n, declaring I will be your fait hful wife from this time henceforwa rd.

' " (Signed) Emm a ft abius:1

' The same ceremony was gone through by Roger Hollirs worth and Mary
Loui sa Brad ley, after which the papers were signed by severa l witness es, and
thus th e marriage contrac t was mad e without the int ervention of either pri es!
or clerk . It should never be for gotten that two sisters , who married without
a pr iest at Calverton , were incarcerated in the county jail of Nottingham , by
the unrelent ing severit y of the ecclesiast ical cour t , for more than t welve years .
They were released in 1798. We opine * that the ecclesiastical cour t will ooi
serv e Mrs. Brad ley and Airs. Hollinjwort h in the same way/

17IA May. Sir Edward KnaichbulVt Beer Bill.—It is scarcely cre-
dible that! in the second year after Parliam entary Reform , the reformed
Pa rlia ment should , by an immense majority, be actual ly setting' itself to
undo what a Tory Parliament had don e towards the enfranciuaement
of the working classes ; reirn posing that censor ship over the social
enj oyments of the rural populatio n, which public ind ignatio n at the pur -
poses to which U was perverted , had wrung out of the han ds of the
county magistrac y, to w norn it is now again proposed to be confide^
under another najn e and with a different machinery.

Sir Edwar d Kna tchbull 's proposal is to make the opening of a beeij-
house depend upon the production of certific ates from nix ten«pounjl
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householders*, in favour of (he petitioner ; which certificates must be re.
newed annuall y. These certifi cates are not attestations to chara cter
which may be demanded in the manner of subpoenain g a witne ss ; but
may be given or withheld at pleasure ; and thou gh in populou s towns
any pereon of creditable char acter would probabl y have little difficulty in
obtainin g them , in a rural distri ct the small number of ten-pou nd house-
holders , togeth er with the known sentiments of the landed gentr y, render
the exaction of such a condition tan tamount to the entire suppression of
beer-houses. We regret to see Lord Howick chimin g in with the pre-
vailing false sentiment ; thou gh the am endmen t he proposes would be
far less mischievous than the original pr oposition. His plan is, not to
interfere with the opening of beer -houses , but to empower the vestr y
to close them , by a majority of two-third s* on a representation from a
certain number of householders that any particular beer-house is a nui-
sance. This is perhaps the least exceptionable form in which the dis-
cretionary power of interference , propo sed to be crea ted , could exist ; and if
by a clause in the Bill, the keeper of the criminated place of entertain ment
were secured a public hearin g in his defence , and the right of cross-ex-
amining his accusers , with the benefi t of an appeal to the judge of assize,
or to the local court when such shal l be establi shed, Lord H owick' s
prop osition might not be seriously objectionable .

But there is in the Bill, even if it were thus amended , one fatal pro-
vision , with which Lord Howick does not propose to interfere , and
which brands the whole measure with the double stam p of ty ranny and
hypocrisy. We allude to the clauses which prohibit the houses from selling
beer to be drank on the premises. The debate on th is subject was re-
plete with cant ; for the expression even of just feelings deserves the
name of cant, when the part y expressin g them would be conf ounded by
being merel y taken at his word . Mr. Buckin gham said , that if beer is
a necessary of life, the labourer might surel y fetch it home and drink it
there ,for he ought not to wish to have his enjoyments separatel y from his
wife and from his children. Very fine certainl y ; brit we detest fine sen-
timents which are never mean t to be acted upon. Do we find Mr.
Bucking ham , or any other supporter of the Bill , proposing to pre ven t
all houses from takin g in labourers to drink with one another , apar t
from their families ? No; the object is to permit one set of houses
and to forbid others ; (o let the houses licensed by the* magistrates retain
this obn oxious privilege , and to take it away from the remainder ; to
create a monopol y of the evil they complain of, in favour of the land-
lord s* houses. The obvious effect , doubtless by man y of the promot ers
of the bill clearl y foreseen and calculated upon , is to confine the sale
of beer to the land lords9 houses. The laboure r, as every perso n of com-
mon sense muat foresee , will genera lly prefer the place where he can ob-
tain res t as well as re freshmen t, and where alone he can have the
excitements and the pleasures of society. Scarcel y a mem ber opened
his lips in favour of the measu res who did not think it decent to disavow
any wish of resto rin g the former monopoly : is it possible that any one of
all who mad e the disavowal , ahould not tee , that whether this be the
pur pose or not , it will certainl y be the effect ?

We, too, detest , probabl y as much as these careful guardians of othe r
people's morality, the selfishness with which the demoralized and bruta l
part of the working population squander their earning * ou their own
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separat e deba ucheries , leaving th eir families in want. Bui if to provid e
against this evil were the real object , it could be effected, not by restrain -
ing the just liberty of the one party , but by giving a remed y to the other.
Upon proof that too much of a labo ure r's earnings was spent from home,
his wife ought to have the power of demandin g that a suitabl e proportion
of his wages should be paid , not to him, but to her , for the support of
hersel f and of her children. Supposing this done , we know not why the
legislatur e should enact , either directl y or indir ectl y, that a husband
should have no society except that of his wife : the misfortune is, that
the pri vilege is not reci proca l ; and it is another misfortun e that mere
defects of physical a rran gements prevent the married poor from having
their social as well as their domestic life in common . A time will come,
wh en the more general application of the co-operative princi ple in house-
hold economy, will enable the poor to command , without the equivocal
instrum ental ity of public houses , many of those facilities for social en-
joyment, eveif in a refined form , which have hitherto been the exclusive
portion of the opulent classes. The attention of all real well wishers of
the poorer classes should be turned to this most important topic? But
in the mean time, we protest utterl y against makin g the laboure r's cotta ge
a place of confinement , by refusin g him shelte r or harbour elsewhere.

\9th May. My Grandmoth er 1 s Journal —We seldom see the Morn -
ing Herald ; but the number for this day accidenta lly fell into our hands ;
and of six articles printed in large type , the following was the purport of
five. One was a twaddlin g defence of the pretensions of the Chur ch to
superiorit y of numbers over the Dissenters ; this wasjthe least ridicu lous
of the five ; another was a defence of LoTd WynfonTs Sabbath-day Bill ;
anot her of Sir Edwar d KnatchbuU 's Beer Bill. A fourth was a philip-
pic against the Poor Law Bill, and its * bashaws ;' the fifth , a philippic
against omnibuse s, with a deman d that they be prohibi ted east of Temple
Bar. All this in a single number. Any one of these opinions , except,
perha p8, the last , might singly be held by a person not absolutel y des-
titut e of reason ; each is among the extrava gancie s of some particular
creed , when pushed to its utm ost ; but no one except ' My Grandmother /
could have unite d them. That personag e has mad e up her bud get of
opinions out of the separate anilities of the sillier part of every existing
part y or pers uasion.

22nd May. Death of La/ay ette.—There would . In any circumstances ,
have been somethin g solemn and affecting in the separation of the
last link which connected us with the dawn of America n Inde pendenc e
and the youthful enthusiasm of French liberty ; in the extinction of
the sole surv ivor among the great names of the last age. But this feel-
ing must assume a deeper charac ter when he who has departed from us,
was the one man who stood before our eyes, and might, it ao seemed,
have stood for man y years longer, the living representat ive of whatever
was best and purest in the spirit , and truest in the tradition s of his age.
Lafayette not only had lived for mankind , but every year of his existence
was precious to them , and grievou sly will he be missed. His was not
the influence of genius, nor even of talents ; it was the influence of a
heroic char acter : it was the influence of one who, in every situation ,
and th roughout a loner life, had done and suffered every thin g which op-
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portunity 1 had presented itself of doing and sufferin g for the right, and
who was read y to repeat the same course of doing and sufferin g, or a
severe r one, whenever called upon by duty. ' Such an exam ple, in so con-
spicuous a station , is ever most val uable , seldom more needful than now.

If a life made up of the most extraordinary vicissitudes , and a soul
on which prosperi ty and ad versity vainl y exerted all their most cor-
ruptin g influence s, be the material s of an insp irin g biogra phy, the life
of Lafayette would be one of the noblest subj ects for a writ er of genius.
Even in the simplest narrative , it is in itself a heroic poem . The differe nt
epochs of his existence would afford the finest scope to a biogra pher .
Ther e would be, first , the opening period , when , at twenty years of age,
he left the attractive and brilliant life of the French Court , to serve as a
Volunteer in the appar entl y desper ate cause of the revolted colonies of
America ; and when, havin g seen the efforts of the noble constellation of
patriots , with whom he had associated himself, successful , almost against
all hope, and not without havin g materiall y contributed to that success,
he returned , and we see him first the idol of the people, headin g the
enfr anchisement of his own countr ymen , but str enuousl y, and at all
personal haz ard , opposing himself to every excess ; and thre e years later
deliberatel y stakin g life, libert y, fortune , and the love of his countrymen ,
and losing all except the first , to arrest the preci pitate course of the
revolution. We next follow him to the dungeon of Olmu tz , where for
five years the vengeance of an infuriated despot reta ined him in secret
capt ivity, without communication by word or writing with any who
loved him, or tidings from that external world wher e so tremendous a
drama was then enactin g. Here he remained , and remained with spirit
unb roken , until , by the treat y of Leoben , his release was made by his
country part of the price of her merc y to his unrelen tin g oppressor.
But his country th en fell upon evil days : he could in nothing serve her ,
and he retired into the obscurest pr ivate life. He reap peared at the
restorat ion, stood once more at the head of the friend3 of liberty, and
was revered as their patriarch. He saw America once more , on the
fiftieth Anniversary of her liberation , and his presence was, from one
end of the Union to the other , a national j ubilee. He saw the infant
people which he had nursed in the cradle , grown into one of the mightiest
empires of the earth : he lived to taste all the enjoyment which the
heartfelt gratitude and love of ten millions of human beings could bestow.
He returned to preside at another revolution ; gave a king to his own
countr y ; withdre w from that king when he aband oned the princi ples
which nad raised him to the throne ; bore up, even against the bitt ern ess
of disap pointment ; and died with his hopes deferred , but not extinguished.

Honour be to his nam e, while the records of human worth shall
he preserved among us! It will be long ere we Bee his equal , long
erfc there shall arise such a union of character and circumstan ces as
shall enable any othe r human being to live such a life.

23rd May. Lord Althorp and the Taxes on Knowledge.—-Lord
Althort ^s defence for votin g against his re corded opinien on the subj ect
of thfe Newspaper stamps, is trul y characte ristic , both of the man and of
the ministry. Mr. Bulwer and Mr. Roebuck , the propose r and seconder of
tfee motion, introdu ced it to the House as a question of the highest public
policy, or rather above all |>olicy, since it concerns the ends to which go-
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vernmen titself is but a means. They referred the question to the interest ^
of civilization . Lord Althor p refers it to the interest s of the revenue. The
tax yielded ,£500,000 (or some such sum) a year. Tha t was his first,
averment. His second was, th at the House did not force him to abolish the
tax , and there fore he would not . This is a favouri te ar gument with the
leader of the House of Commons. Tha t the House does not force him
to do his duty, is always with him a sufficien t plea against the propriety
of doing it. The other day , on the subject of the Danish claims, a
question of simple pecuniar y honest y, a jud icial question whether the
claimants were or were not entitled to cert ain monies, did not Lord
Althorp tell the House , that since, contrary to his expectatio n, he saw
they were desirous to be honest , he was willing to be so too ? He will
most upri ghtl y do justice between man and man , provid ed he is compelled.

This predicament of finding their honesty lagging behin d that of the
House, is one in which Ministers are now well accustome d to find
thems elves. An example of it was their ignomin ious defeat on Mr.
Lya ll's motion respecting the sixpences taken from the wages of mer -
chant seamen to support Greenwich Hospital. It is scarcel y credibl e
that so despicabl e a motive as dislike of the tr ouble of findin g so small
a sum as £22,000 elsewhere , should induce men of creditable character
to volunteer , in defence of so gross an iniquity, excuses of even a grosser
ini quity than the abuse itself. The merchant seaman may enjoy the
benefi t of Greenwich Hospital I Yes, if you rob him ; yes, if you kid-
nap him ; make him a slave, and keep him in your service by force, for
wages below the honest price of his labou r, until he is lamed and made
useless, and an object of charity : and , in anti cipation of this injury
which you intend to inflict upon him, you make him pay beforeh and
(whether or no he be the unfortunate person on whom the misfortune
will fall) a tax out of his earnin gs, to pay for his maintena nce when
you shall have disabled him , and rendered him unfit to gain a livelihood .
The House was not base enough to let itself be influenced by such
ar guments : they left Ministers in a miserable minorit y ; and Ministers ,
no lon ger find ing themselves in the position in which Lord Althor p
was on the Dan ish claims , before he was forced to be honest , have found
it necessar y to give way.

24th May. Progress of the Poor Law Bill.—The Ministry have held
out , with a fi rmness little usual with them , again&t the prej udiced hos-
tilit y to Poor Law Reform . They hav e compromised none of the
essential princi ples of their measure , and their concessions as to the de-
tails have till now been either entirel y unimportant , or positive improve-
ment s. Among the latter we must rank the discretion given to the
Commissioners of suspending the operation of the clause by which the
payment of wages out of rates is prohibited after the 1st of June 1834.
The success of the whole measure might in many places be greatl y en-
dan gered , if the alternative were offered to the pauperized populati on
of coming entirel y upon the parish , before the introduction or improve-
ment of the wprkhouse system shall have given them adequate motives
to pre fer to the life of a pauper the condition of an independen t labourer.

We however observe , in the debate of last night , a tendency tq a con-
cession of a decidedl y mischievous character : we allude to the willingnm
expr essed by Lord Althor p. to limit the dur ation of the Central Board
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to five years. "2 The effect of this limita tion would be to encoura ge all
who are either prejudiced or interested in favour of the old system ,
to thwart the operati on of the measure ; since it affords them a hope , that
if they can con tri ve, durin g the five years , to make out a plausible case
of failure again st the Bill , they will be permitted to revert to the old
system , and misman age the poor as before . There is nothin g whate ver
gai ned by the limitation ; it will not buy off a single opponent ; and in
princi ple it is absurd for Parliamen t to enact tha t somethin g shall ter -
minate in five years , which Par liament may put an end to in one month
if it see cause. The proviso will onl y operate in one way ; as a decla ra -
tion to the country, that Ministers and Parliamen t are not sure they are
doing right; that they are preparin g for a possible change of opinion ,
which is tan tamoun t to a warnin g to the friends of Ministers , not to
confide in them , not to suppose that they have dul y considere d the sub-
ject ; and an invitation to the enemies of the measure , by no means to
relax their opposition.

The idea of limitin g the duration of the Central Board is, we conceive ,
erroneous in princi ple. The expression , ' a temporary dictatorshi p,' un-
guardedly used by some of the advocates of the Bill , was sin gularl y
infelicitous in Us app lication. In the first p)ace, (as the * Chronicle / we
think , observed ,) who ever heard of a dictatorsh ip under the control of
Parliamen t ? But the Central Board may be and ought to be defended *not as an expedient for a temporar y pur pose, but as in itself the best and
only prop er princi ple of admin istration for a system of Poor Laws.
Assume that the Board will continue unti l the existing evils ar ej reme-
di ed, and the mana gement of the poor thoroug hl y reformed : wha t , ex-
cept the prolon gation of the same superintendence , is to preven t affa irs
from rela psing by degrees into as bad a state as before ? Acts of Par-
liament ? Declarations of the Legislature that the abuses BhalL here-
after be illegal ? But they have always been illegal. They have crept
in grad uall y in spite'of the law, because the local functionaries had stro ng
immediat e motives to intr oduce them , none of which motives an Act of
Par liament will or can tak e away ; and because there was no author ity
to which they were forced to submit their proceedings , and whose duty
it was to keep them with in the law. And this very state of things will
be restored from the first moment that the Central Board shal l be dis-
continued ; and will be att ended of course with the sam e consequences.
The diffusion of sound princi ples, which will be the natura l effect of the
present temporary re form , will retard , no doubt , this inevitable pr ogres-
sion , but the inroad s of abuse , if more slow, will not be less sur e.

The opposition to the Bill has been feeble beyond example. We
never remember a public measu re in the discus&ion of wh ich every ra-
tional ar gument was so completel y confined to one side. We may add ,
that we remember non e in which the party in the wron g has been more
stran gely reckles s of its own reputation , both in its ar guments or in its
facts. Who , for instance , would have expected to be told (as in the 'Times'
of the 14th of May) that thi s Bill renders fruitless the ' protra cted
stru ggle from which the Br itish people never ceased , until they had suc-
ceeded in maki ng it part and parcel of their constitution , that tli e
meane st subject in the realm should neither be subjected to any taxes,
hot amenable to any rules of conduct , except such as should be imposed
by the joint consent of Kin g, Lords , and Commons in Parlia ment
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assembled. Does the ' Times' mean that the Poor Rates are now voted
by Kin g, Lords , and Commons in Parliament assembled ? or that the
rules which regulate relief are made by Parliamen t, and not by the
Magistrates and Vestr ies ? Is it credible that any person , not drunk with
anger or intoxicating liquors , could have penned such an assertio n ? It
is valuable however , in one respect, as brin ging into a stron g light the
tr uth and value of constitutional clap-traps. It is not , it ney er was, nor
ought it to be , par t and parcel of the Constitution of any people out of
Bedlam , nor was it ever dream t of in England , that no one should be
empowered to raise money from the people, or make rules to bind them ,
except Parliam ent. What is part of the Constitution , is that no one
can do these things except in the manner and to the extent which
Parliament may authorize ; which is only saying what we all know,
that Parliament is the Soverei gn.

The ' Times' finds it ver y absurd to argue that the Commissioners will
be responsibl e, and ask s, where is their responsibility if a civil action lie
not against them for inj ury to individ uals ? We ask , where is the re-
sponsibilit y of Ministers , or any other constituted authorities ? In the
certai nty of their losing their offices at the discretion of Parliament ;
and the probabilit y, if public opinion , throug h the customary channels ,
calls for their removal. What must be the good faith,or the discernment
of a writer , who deem s this no responsibility , and who at the same time
considers the magistrates responsi ble, because about once a year or less,
for some very gross abu se of authority, some mag istrate is called to ac-
count in the King 's Bench , and let off (for the most part ) entirel y
unharme d ?

The 'Times' has discovered that republicans are the pri ncipal supporters
of the Poor Law Bill , and that they support it as a means of disor -
ganizin g society, and gettin g rid of Kin g, Lord s, and Commons. The
present Poor Law Bill is undou btedl y approved by most of those who
j ud ge of public measures from a consideration of mean s and ends, and
not from blind tradition s : and if such are genera l ly republican s, that is
no compliment to King , Lords, and Commons. But as far as we know
anything of Eng lish republican s, and there are few who hav e had
more extensive opportunities of knowing tfceir sentiments , it is far truer
of tliem that they are repu bl ican s for the dike of such measures as this,
than that they wish for such measures because they are republicans. We
have hard ly ever conversed with any Eng lish republican , who was not al-
most indiffere nt to forms of Government , provided the inte rests of the
mass of the people were substanti all y car ed for, in the degree which he
considere d adequate ; and if amon g the educa ted and philosophical re-
for mers , to whom the * Times * seems more particula rly to allude , there be
anv who desire extensive alterat ions in the Constitution , we believe we
may say with some confidence , that there is not one in whom that wish
does not originate in despair of seeing an effectual reform in the inward
structure of society, except by a previous burstin g asunder of its extern al
framewo rk . Any Ministry which should deal with all our social evils,
as the pr esent Ministers are [dealin g with one of the princi pal of them ,
by probin g the evil to the ver y bottom , and cutting away, cautiousl y but
unsparin gly, all that is pernic ious, would convert all the philosophical £-
publicans : by prac tica lly demon stra ting the possibility of carr ying Mb
same pract ical measures in the same efficien cy, under a monarc hy as in
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a repu blic, the baa La of their repu blicanism woujd be taken from under
ibem ; for the •Times/ and most of those Who have written against
these people, utterl y mistake their characte r and spirit. In stead of wish-
iqg that the pre sent system should work ill, in orde r that they may
oltain one, founded , as they think , on better speculative principles, their
habit is to disregar d even to excess, the nominal princi ple and spirit of a
nation 's institutions , pr ovid ed the immediate and definite practical inter -
ests of society ar e provided for by such Jaws , and such organ s of admi-
nistration , as are conformable to their views.

2 bth May. Honour s to Science I —The i Examiner,9 in its number
of this day, (the best which has appeared for several weeks,) denounc es
with a proper feeling the slavish spiri t of a corres pondent of the ' Times/
who, after a long pr eamble on the importance of showing honour to
science, sets forth as a distinguished instance of it , that the Kin g spoke
to Dr . Dalton at the levee. There is someth ing, to our minds , un-
speakabl y degradin g to the literary and scientific men of this countr y,
in the eager avidity with which they are laying themselves out for the
paltriest mark s of court notice : those , even, which hav e become ridi-
culous to all men of the jporld, and for which they are competito rs, not
with the aristocracy, but with those whom the aristo crac y laugh at and
desp ise. Think of the pitiable vanity with which so man y of these
people have allowed themselve s to be dubbed Guel phic Knights. With
this abject spirit in our intellectual men , who can wonder if honour is
not shown to intellect ? They have put thei r own value upon them-
selves, and have rated it at the smallest coin, current in the market.

It is a vain and frivolous notion , that of showing honour : the honour
which is worth showing is that which is felt ; and that shows itself, not
by gome one premeditated demon strat ion, but as a pervadin g spirit ,
thro ugh the whole conduct of those who feel it. Who says it is not
important that those who are at the head of the State should have reve-
renc e for inte l lect ? But will they ever have that reverenc e until intellect
shall be the source of their own elevat ion ? The consideration , which
is gained by nobleness of charact er , men of science and letter s have the
same oppo rtunities of acquiru ^ 

as other people,— the only other source
of consideration is power. Wo what we will , where in any state of
society the power is, there also will the honour be. Society, with regard
to the source of power , may exist in two different state s : in the one ,
what confers power is inte llect ; in the other , wealth and station ; the
form er state has never yet been realized , thou gh some societies have
appr oached nearer to it than others , and all are tendin g towards it , in
proportion as they improve ; the latte r, exists in England , and in most
countries in Euro pe^ Now, is it a ration al expectation that while power
shall still accompany wealth and station exclusively, the honour which
alway s goes with power , can be diverte d from it, and become an appen-
dage of intellect ? And ia it not a mean ambitio n in persons of intel-
lect to desire a merel y reflected honour , der ived from the passin g notice
of people of wealth and station ? Precisel y the same kind of honour
which poets enjoyed when they were domestics in the household of great
men.
^EThere are but two stations 

in the affairs of the world , which can ,
iffthout dishonour , be taken up by those who follow the pursuits of
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intellect
 ̂

Either intellect is the first of all human possessions, that
which in its own nature id fitted to rule , and which for the good, not of
its possessors , but of the world , ought to be exalted over the head s of
all , and to have the sole guidance of human affai rs , all person s being
ranked and estimate d according to the share they possess of it ; eithet
this , or it is a mere instrument of the convenien ce and pleasure of those
to whom , by some totall y different titl e, the directi on of the world 's affairs
happe ns to belong, and is to be rated at the value which they put upon
it , in proportion to the u&e it is of to them , and to its rel ative import-
ance amon g the other thin gs which conduce to their gratification.
W hoever deems more highly of wisdom tha n he deems of rope-dancing,vy nucvcr ueems mure mguiy ui wisuom man ne aeems or rope-aancm g,
or at most of cotton-s pinnin g, cann ot think less of it th an that it ought
to ru le the world ; and , knowin g that to be its proper station , he will ,
on the one hand , by the conscientiou s use of such power as it gives him,
do the utmost which an individual can do to place it there ; and , on the
other , he will never , by any act of his , acknowled ge the title of any
competitor ; far less put up a petition that a nod or a civil word from
the usur per may be occasionall y vouchsafed to the rightful prince. The
State ought to yield obedience to inte llect, not to sit in ju dgment upon
it, and affect to dete rmine on its pretension s, w

So long as no conventiona l distin ctions are conferred upon intellect ,
the State abst ains from puttin g any value upon it , and leaves it to
assume its pro per place , without deciding what that place is : but when
it affects to confer a distinction , and confers the very lowest in the
conventional scale, it does set a value on intellect , and rates the highest
honour which is due to intellectu al attainments exactl y on a par with
the lowest which can be claimed fro m any adventiti ous circumst ance.
Is this the 'honour to science' which scientific men should be desirous of?

There is but one thin g which Government , as at present constituted ,
can do for scientific men , and that is the one thin g wnich is not thought
of . It is absurd in the State to confer upon them what it calls hon ouru ;
but it may afford the m the means of subsistence , not as a reward , but
to enable them to devote themselve s to their scientific pursuits , without
hinde rance from those petty occupations which they are mostl y obli ged
to follow for their dai ly bread. Ever y Arson of scientific eminence ,
whose genius and acquirements , destined m the best to perish so soon
out of the world , are in a great measure lost to it while he is living, for
want of some small prov ision which would keep him independent of
mechanica l drud gery : every person of distinguished intellectual powers ,
whom society has not sense enough to place in the situation in which
he can be of the greatest use to it , is a rep roach to society, and to the
age in which he lives. It is here , if any where , that improv ement may
be hoped for ; and we hope it is here that we shal l in time, see it con-
tended for.

28th May. The change in the Ministry .—We have had little faith
hitherto in the impression which generally prevailed, of divisions in the
Ministry, amountin g to a decided difference of principle between two
sections of it. We had been so much accustomed to find members of
the Cabinet who were reputed the most libera l, making themselves tfe
organs of whatever was most illiberal in its practical policy, that the pM*
sent Bchism in the Cabinet has taken us almost by surprise. We confess
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ours elves mistaken. W hen a body bre aks to pieces, and the parts fly off
in contrary directions * th ere must h ave been a previous tendenc y of each
part to move in the direction in which it is impelled the moment it is set
at liberty. It is evident that one portion of the Ministry must have been
worse , and another portion must have been bette r, than their collective
conduct.

The Minis tr y will now have a new base of popul arity , Tf they so
please, all past errors will be considered as cancelled , and in two month s
from this time th ey may have acquire d a new chara cter. If their futur e
conduct show vigour of pur pose and a stron g spirit of im provement , all
that they have done ill , will be imputed to Mr. Stanley and Sir Jame s
Graham ; all that they have done well , to themse lves. From us, and we
believe from all the enlightened reformers , they may expect , until they
shall have had a fair trial , not only no hostilit y, but the most friendl y en-
coura gement and suppor t. They must now throw themselves upon the
people* All their stren gth is there ; and it will not fail them .

The name s which are talked of to rep lace the retiring Members of th e
C abinet , are of good augur y. In Lord Durh am and Sir Henr y Par-
nell , the ministry will have two men more devoted to popular objects,
than almost any other public men not decidedl y numbered amon g
radicals ; and in Mr. Aoercromby, one of the most upright , stron g-
minded , and unpre judiced of the m embers of the old opposit ion, and one
who is thoroug hly alive to the spirit of the times.

The chan ge is a decided prog ress of the Movement , and will carry all
the great publ ic questions several steps in advance. But what is more
important perha ps than even the chan ge itself, is the immediat e cause
of it ; the general expectation that Mr . War d's resolution for reducin g
the Tempora lities of the Irish Churc h , would have passed the House of
Commons , even in opposition to the Ministr y. It is well understood
that this was wh at determined the reti rement of the more Conservative
section of th e Ministr y.
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The Duties of Men. By Silvio Pellico.
The sufferin gs of Silvio Pel lico, and the spirit in which he endured
them, have create d an interest in his literar y product ions which will be
in part gratified by thi s transl ation. We are inde bted for it to the
elegant pen of Mr. Thomas Roscoe. But our largest debt is for the
memoir prefixed , and which will be read with feelings similar to those
excited by the • Ten Years ' Imprisonment. ' Of the work itsel f, we can-
not speak with unqual ified appro bation. It is an epitome of the morality
of sentiment , always requirin g to be tested by pr inci ple, and not always
ab idin g the test . Section 15, for instance , • On the choice of a Profe s-
sion/ seem a to us to be a sad misguidance. There are other portion *
to which al&o objections might be taken ; but the most ri gorou s criticism
would leave much that is alike tru e, beautiful , and useful .

The Sea-Wolf. A Romance of * The Free Traders/
Thi s volum e of the * Library of Romanc e * is, we understan d, the work
of a youth fu l author ; and it is one of good promise. The char acters ,
scenery, and incidents are sketched with a free and bold hand . Much
of the descri ption is ver y graphic and beautifu l , and the story is spirit -
stirr ing, thou gh somewhat faulty in its construction , and much beyond
the bounds of probabilit y . The death-scen e of Falconer , and that of
Woodville , are both told powerfull y. The writer should stud y correct-
ness in his nautical phras eology. A capital song (p. 87) is spoiled to
all seamen by descri bing an impossibility in its first line ; and yet it is
a capital song never theless.

Illustrations of Social Depravity. No. 2. The Volunta ry Churchma n.
By J ohn Reid.

This is one of a ser ies of sixpenny tr acts wj iicb, to jud ge by the speci-
men before us, are w ell wor th circulating, and calculated to do good tt>
the cause of religious libert y and national mor ality. It is sound in
princi ple, clever and spirited in execution. It narra tes the pro gress of
opinion , in a Scotch village, on the subject of ecclesiastica l establish-
ments , from the ori gin of dissent , in consequence of a minister being
put into the Kirk by patro nage, in opposition to the genera l desire of
the con gregation , to the holding of a public meeting ot the inhabitants
to petition for the total separation of Church and Stale . The narrati ve
is an epitome of a chan ge which ia now ra pidly going on throu ghout
Scotland and Eng land , and may serve to give many per sons » move
distinct notion of that chan ge.

Hor tB Phreno logies. By John Epps, M. D.
Dr . Epps applies the doctrin es of Gall , Spurzheirn , and Combe to the
concerns of religion and moral ity, with the zeal of one who has at hta rt
the promotion both of the physical and moral sciences, and , throu gn
them, of the well-beinor of mankind. _ To us, the Phreno logy appear *
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rath er an incumbrance th an an advantag e to his moral speculat ions.
It mere ly complicates the subject. The arrangement of mora l and
animal faculties would have been mpre intelligible withou t the consta nt
referen ce to their supposed physical organ s, and we question wheth er
the author 's inquiries would not have Jed him to a bette r arrangemen t.
Indep endently of his system , there is much worth and interest in many
of the rema rk s, facts , and illustrati ons, with which the author has pre-
sented us, and especially in those which rela te to the outward and
inward mora lity.

The Natu ra l History of Animalc ules. By Andrew Pri tchard .
Man y must have felt the want , which this volume supplies, on a curi ous
and interes ting topic. Who would not know something of beings ,
organ ized livin g bein gs, of some of which (even taking the lar gest
individual s of the species) * a cubic inch would contain 884,736 millions?'
Here they are , described , classified , man y particula rs of their habi ts
noted , their form s shown in engravin gs beautifull y executed , and of
course prod igiously magnified ; togeth er with direction s for obtainin g
them , and observin g them by means of the improved achromati c micro-
scope of the author. The stra nge forms of these creatures could never
have been imag ined without observ ation ; nor their method s of propaga-
tion ; one of which is by th e spontaneous division of the paren t by
symmetrical , transverse , longitudinal , or diagonal section ; and another ,
by * a distribution of the inte rnal substance of the parent into a propor-
ti onate number of young ones, all of which at their birth issue forth ,
and leave behind them noth ing but the envelope, soon to be dissolved. '
This work is like a peep into a new world .

Note * on Lord Joh n Russell 's Marriage Bill. By a Dissenting Min ister.
The acute write r of this pamphlet does not ' slay the slain / for the
Dissenters ' Marria ge Bill had so little vitalit y that it could not stay tc
be killed, but went out of its elf like the snuff of a candle. However , he
dissects the dead with the hand of a skilful operator. One point we do
not remembe r to have seen elsewhere noti ced ; the expen sive ness of the
BilL He reckons up particular items which show that , takin g the
number of marri ages as in the year 1S30, the Dissenters would have to
pay 11,000/. per annum to the Church , besides the fees to their own
ministers . Trul y th e Whi gs have cleverl y man aged this * practic al
grievance 9 compac t with the magnat es of dissent.
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The Scheme of Crt aiion. By E. W. Cox.
This public ation consists of four Lectures , delivered to the Mechan ics'
I nstitute , at Taunton , on ilia quaintl y expressed subjects, ' Where am I ?
• What am I? ' and *Wh y am 1?* The answers to these questions
comprise 'An Outline of H uman Knowled ge, and the Harmony of
Natur e with Chris tianity ,* Should the evening readings , recommended
by our oorre ipondent, * On the Diffu sion of Knowled ge amongst the
R&ople,' be establish ed, the** Lectures would be an excellent supply for
the reader * We have not room to anal yse their contents, but we
recommend them *t well ada pted for tfcat purpose.



PAM PHLETS ON LADY HEWLEY'S CHAR ITY.
1. A Plain Statement of the Trusts and recent Administration, $c

By T. W. Tottie .
2. An Appeal to the P ublic against the Imputatio ns of Mr. Knight, Sjfv

By William Hincks .
3. The Improved Version truly  designated a Creed. By R. Halley.
Our opinion on the pro ceedings in the Hewley case has been repeatedl y
expressed . If confirmation were needed, it would be found abundantl y
in the first two of these pamp hlets. They both contain , besides what
relate s more immediatel y to the writers , much historical information
concerning English Presb yterianisxn. That of Mr. Tottie has also
some 4 remarks on efforts now making to effect a total disconnection
between churc h and state ,* in which it is needless to *ay that we cannot
coincide, but which we are glad to see iu print. Those Dissenters who
would rather leave tho princi ple of an establish ment uutouched than
ann oy the Whig ministry , have been somewhat backward ia tke public
defence of thoir position, and may find here some useful aid. Mr.
Uincks need not, we think , have troubl ed himself about the as^emoas
of a hired pleader , and might as well hav * left his character to xiaikate
itsel f. A* it is, h« has laid bare a nota ble iltustaa HMi of |«o6msmma1
moralit y , His #xpo*Uiou of the mode of Ukmy evidence, i* a strtfctag
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latter * arid Essays ; in Prose and Verse. Moxon.
Bot h the prose and verse are easy, sensible, and graceful, The writer
must be a very accomplished and pleasant old gentleman. We cite part
of a criti que written fresh from witnessing the debut of John Kemble in
Ha mle t (1785), which it might make Time youn ger to read . It is in
a lette r to Henderson.

*1 went , as I promised , to see the new " Hamlet," whose provincial
fame had excited your curio sity as well as mine/

' There has not been such a first appearance since yours : yet Nator e,
thoug h she has been bountiful to him in figure and feature , has den ied
him a voice ; of cours e he could not exemplify his own direction for the
players , to ** sp eak the speech trippingly  on the tongue ,99 and now and
the n he was as deliberate in his deliver y as if he had been readin g
prayers , and had waited for the response.4 He is a ver y handsom e man , almost tall and almost lar ge, with fea-
tures o[ a sensible , but fixed and tra gic cast ; bis action is graceful ,
thoug h somewha t formal , which you will find it hard to believe, yet it is
true. Very carefu l stud y appears in all he says and does ; but there is
more singularit y and ingenuity than simplicity and fire. Upon the
whole, he strikes me rathe r as a finish ed French performer , than as a
varied and vigorous English actor ; and it is plain he will succeed better
in heroic , than in natu ral and passionate tra gedy.'—p. 17.

Equall y sound are many occasional criti cisms on higher matte rs.
The rem arks , for instemee ^ren the • Definition of Morality / p. 147 ; and
man y of those add ressed to a * Young Friend ,' and a * Law Student. '
The dates of the compositions ran ge throu gh the years fro m 1784 to
1831; and besides those to anonymous corre spondents , letters are ad-
dressed to Rev. John Fell , Sir Jame s Mackintosh , Ho me Tooke , Franc is
H omer, Samuel Rogers, and Lord H olland.



exhibiti on of forms adopte d to accomplish aafthbg rather than their
professed object. It w$ll deserves public attention. How long will it
be, before the gradual law reforms of tbe Lord Chancellor will reach his
own court so as to make it indeed a Court of Equity 1

Mr. Ha lley's pamphlet is a very smart and clever composition , in re-
ply to Mr. Yate s's Letter to the Vice Chancellor. It shows that the
' Imp roved Version9 contains indications of the theolo gical opinions of
the tran slators , as we believe most versions do. The observa tions on
Presb yterian Trusts , require the addition of the stat ements in the oth er
publications menti oned in this notice, to render them of much worth in
the discussion .

The Architectura l Directo r. By J , Billington, Par ts 1, 2, and 3.
Second Edition.

So far as we can judge by this portion of Mr. Billington '* work , it is
one which well deserves extensive circulation , combining as it does,
tables and practical dir ections for the builder , with the history and phi-
losophy of arch itecture ; and both illustrated by plan s, elevations , and
other engravings. The remarks on the origin of the art , display much
ingenuity .

The Philo sop hy  of Sleep. By Hobert Macnish . Second Edition.
So many addition s and alteration s are made in this edition, that it may,
as the auth or observes , almost be regarded as a new treatise. The
light which it throws upo n the philosophy of sleep, is chiefl y by tha t
best of all preparations for a sound theory, the diligent accumulation ,
simple state ment , and judicious arrangement of the phenom ena. The
Phenomena of Sleep would indeed have-been a more appro priate title.
These ar e collected from a lar ge variet y of sources , and they form a
most curi ous and amusin g book . Many useful medical hints , prev en-
tive and sana tor y, are inter pers ed. The volume is an excellent com-
panion for the ' Anatom y of Drunkenn ess/ by the same author ; and
both works belon g to the conjoined class of useful and entert aining
know ledge.

An Exp lanation of the different Character * that ar% umd in Music.
By H ighmore Skeats .

This is really the exp lanation that it professes to ber clear , simple,
brief , complete, Useful ; and , to the lear ner , we might say, essential for
reading music, and , consequentl y, for its accurate performance at sight.
Our recomm endation is not less called for by the good sens* of the
direction s which are app ended .
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Our good friend' s ' Advert isement Extraordinary, * ehall tppear speedily.
The reqtiest of W. H. -we* not neglected, tlbottgh his letter waa aot ajitwered.

Hie application, though promptly ma4e» fM to* fetei.
Thaalu to J. H ,j  but he nun* no* tuppe sa that H» hftpwt attoa mm avytfcfasg wy

eerioua.
11* article No. 2 would, wa thiuk , eafeeU* the list, hj the iaftrodnefee i of very

doubtfal matter.
J. shell hear from ue. His cottOranfettHm wu M* feft yrsd In time to t»

sMwsnd in the msjbmsy istfiieslsdl
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