65

PRINCIPLES OF LEGISLATION FOR THE ENSUING SESSION.

THE speculations, rumours, and anticipations, which are afloat
as to the ensuing Session of Parliament, will now so. soon be
dissipated by facts, that it is not worth while either to increase
their number or to record their existence. Our readers: -will
know something at least of the reality of what ministers will
do, and how they will stand, almost by the time that they coald
have read our prediction. Our prophecies shall be reserved
for a more remote futurity. It is the safest plan. There are
some things, however, which may be foretold, without inspi-
ration, and the anticipation of which may lead to a more use-
ful occupation than playing at a game of chances. Subject as
the deliberations of the legislature are to contingencies, which
have mnot infrequently raised some incidental question into
factitious importance, and secured to it a most disproportionate
attention, there yet are certain points which can scarcely fail to
come nto early and earnest discussion. To enumerate the
most prominent of these, and to indicate the principle in con-
formity with which each should be legislated upon, is the puar-
pose of our present remarks. R

Of course, the Session will commence with a King’s speech ;
and it 18 almost equally of course that it will be a tame, inde-
finite, vapid, meaningless composition, and be responded to
by an address of a similar description. Voice and echo will
correspond like the bowing of Noodle and Doodle in the right
royal drama of Tomm Thumb. It would be good to break
through this customary farce, and to let us have something
which should rather more closely resemble a President’s Mes-
sage to Congress. If it should be deemed unseemly to set
royalty to read so much sense, why not let the minister make
his own exposé with his own mouth? At the opening of par-
liament, the executive meets the representative body to render
its account of the past and to unfold its plans for the future.
Surely we have made suthicient advances towards national go-
vernment to render it proper that this statement should be
made in a lueid, decideb, and systematic manner. It should
be worthy of a wise government and a free people. There
should be the full recognition of the responsibility of the execu-
tive department during the interval when it acts without having
the watehful eye of representation over its movements. There
should be a plain and manly avowal of the principles on which
1t 18 inten to administer both the domestic and foreign affairs
of the country. - 'We know some politicians cannot hear of such a
suggestion as this; without imagining a club of doctrinaires prag-
matically laying down a long string of abstract and irmgrlicab e
propositions.  Butit only needs a bold and enli§htm states-
man, acting on his oawn perception of the already altered con-
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dition of the country, and of its further progress, to put down
the jeers of this affected and puppyish practicality. e ability
with which the task was executed would be a test of states-
manship. Nor will it be possible to lead a great and free
nation E]indfold through all sorts of petty expediencies and
unprincipled compromises as heretofore. Those who govern
must learn to govern by means of the public intelligence. The
sooner they begin to appeal to it more distinctly the better.
They will be all the stronger for all good purposes.

We shall soon hear of the Church of Ireland ; and either the
old battle will have to be fought over again, or a makeshift
will be tried with the scheme lately propounded to the clergy
by the Archbishop of Dublin. There is some cunning in this
contrivance for backing out of a difficulty. It is proposed that
government should buy up the tithes, and pay itself by a land-
tax, taking care so to overpay itself as to leave a surplus (the
Archbishop says from 200,000/. to 300,000!., per annum) which
can be applied to education or other national purposes. The
purchase-money is to be vested in some unobjectional species
of property, and intrusted to a Board of Commissioners, who,
under the sanction of the Bishops, are to have the power of
making a better distribution, as opportunity shall be afforded,
by the falling-in of ‘¢ vested interests.” go there will be the
surplus to satisfy the reformers; the church fortified against
all intermeddling from without, or diminution of its funds, to
satisfy the Tories ; their incomes kept up and realized to satisfy
the clergy ; and the cessation of tithe-collection to satisfy the
people. Truly, it is a well-intended and most ingenious con-
coction. But will the reformers be satisfied to leave the
correction of that incorrigible ecclesiastical corporation in its
own hands? Waill the Tories be satisfied that this rich store-
house of patronage should be touched at all? Will the clergy
be satisfied not to get surplus as well as salary? And will the
people of Ireland be satisfied still to gay tor a church they hate,
because they only do so by one mode of taxation rather than
by another mode of taxation? KEven if they be, the ratisfaction
of different parties, or of all parties, 13 not the sole object of
legislation. 'There s a much higher, and a paramount object,
to be accomplished. The principle on which the Irish Church,
and when the time arrives, the English Church also, should be
treated is, the sacredness of its funds to the purposes of the
mental and moral culture of the entire population. The people’s
“right is, not to a little peddling surplus, but to the whole : to
the whole, for the purposes just mentioned ; for any other pur-
poses, to none. The true question concerns, not merely the
fifty, eighty, or two hundred thousand pounds, but the eight
hundred thousand pounds (and probably much more) in which,
every shilling of it, the people of Ireland have a beneficiary
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right. This fund was created for the spiritual good of the uni-
versal people, through the agency of the Romish Church. The
legislature decided that the Romish Church was superstitious,
and did not answer the purpose. We believe they decided
rightly. They tried Protestant Episcopacy. Experimental
centuries have ended in a wretched failure. According to the
best case that can be made out, the people of Ireland reap a
very trifling amount of good, and a fearful harvest of mischief,
from the Protestant Established Church. Moreover, since the
fund was created, the clergy of all churches have ceased to be,
as they then were, or were supposed to be, the great and exclu-
sive dispensers of mental and moral good. "The school, the
press, and the institute, now occupy much of the province
which priests alone, in those days, were deemed qualified to fill.
Let the instruction fund then pass, under proper superintend-
ence, into efhicient hands. As there 18 such ample provision
for it, let the people have the benefit of mental and moral
cultivation. The application is a more truly religious one than
the support of sectarian worship, or rather of a sectarian priest-
hood. If they will not come to the church, open the school
for them. Ifthey are too old for school, let the Establishment
be that of an institute. If they will not read the prayer-book,
furnish them with the newspaper. Turn, somehow or other,
the instruction fund to the account of instruction. Tangible
good would thus be realized, which would almost reconcile
them even to tithes. The merit of the Bill of last Session was,
that, as far as it went, it went upon this principle. It recog-
nised education, without sectarian distinction, as a religious
object. Therein i1t was sound ; while Dr. Whateley's plan 1s
unprincipled, and merely admits the power of the nation to
make money out of the Church, as the Church, whenever it can,
makes money out of the nation. |

The claims of the Dissenters will be agitated at an early
period of the Session ; and on this topic there 13 a very obvious
and simple principle for guidance, that of universal religious
liberty and equality. All social diversities on account of opinion
are persecution. The law should know nothing of sectarian
distinctions. Theological opinion should never be inquired into.
Sir Robert Peel’s Marriage Bill, while 1t exonerated Dissenters
from compulsory attendance on an actof E iscoyalian worship,
yet drew a broad line between them and Churchmen. Tt was
inguisitorial.  In a similar spirit, and yet more injuriously, the
repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts was made the occasion
for a species of persecution against the Jew, the Quaker, and
the honest unbeliever, which has become more obvious now by
the operation of Municipal Retorm. Many men besides Mr.
Salomons have been excluded from posts which their fellow
citizens desired them to occupy, by means of the Declaration
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(‘‘on the true faith of a Christian”) which was then first imposed.
The legislature should look beyond the contentment of secta-
rian leaders,—gratified and proud, perhaps, if their priesthood
be placed on a level, in some points, with the Established
clergy,—and should regard the effect of its measures upon all
classes. The registration and marriage questions are of uni-
versal interest. Both should be provided for, independently of
religious profession. A municipal officer would be the best
registrar ; and his entry (under proper regulations) should be
made all theevidence of marriage, as well as of birth or death,
which the state requires; leaving religious ceremony entirely to
the choice of the parties.

The agricultural interest will have its motion for a Com-
mittee ; and with getting, or not getting, a Committee, there
will probably be an end of the matter. For this and all other
interests, there is nothing like the let alone principle ; espe-
cially if its application be made to include the undoing of
former interferences. The day i1s gone by for levying new
taxes for the benefit of a class, although 1t be not yet come
for the repeal of those that have been levied. Itis devoutly
to be desired that its approach should be hastened. Our
bread costs us above thirty per cent. more than we might
eat it for in France. Let that score be settled first. There will
then remain two ways, and there are only those two, in which
the producers of corn can be benefited; first, by their land-
lords, in the reduction of rents; and secondly, by a complete
revision of the whole system of taxation.

That revision becomes every year more needful. The enor-
mous cost of collection,—the irregularity and particular hard-
ship with which the burden falls,—the pressure upon pro-
ductive industry, and on the poorer classes, with a host of other
evils, all point for their remedy towards a simple tax on pro-
perty,—the most expedient, and the only just impost. Taxation
1s a premium for the national insurance of property; and by
property, not by labour, should it be paid. 1tis the dictate
alike of justice and of national interest, that the expenses of
the state should be defrayed out of the unearned incomes which
it guarantees to individuals. A small proportion of them
would suffice. Not only would the collection become compa-
ratively 1nexpensive ; not only would a strong and wholesome
stimulus be given to all kinds of useful production ; not only
would there be a constant and powerfully operating motive
to keep down the outlay of public money ; but probably even
from the first, such 18 the -manifold pressure of indirect tax-
ation, no one person would have to pay more than at present,
while millions would pay incalculab]}; {ess.

While it 18 not likely that any general revision of taxation
will come under discussion—and 1f it should, we know what a
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bug-a-boo a property-tax is to our legislators—there will yet
be occasion for an application of the principle to the case of
tithe, which should be forthwith transmuted into rent, both in
Ireland and England. Tithe should no longer be allowed to
fall either on producer or consumer. It was the donation of
the proprietor, who thereby made the priest a co-landlord;
and so let it remain. In what proportion they divide the rent
between them, matters not either to the cultivator or to the
purchaser of his produce. The public has an interest in the
good, for the sake of which the priest was thus endowed ; of
which he is the responsible trustee; but that is another branch
of the subject, which has been already adverted to. The
Church or Instruction Fund was a gift by original intention,
and has been only made a tax by jugglery.

Another case to which there will be an opportunity of
applying this principle, is that of the taxation upon knowledge.
Most disgraceful is it that this abominable impost should yet
remain for discussion. The government is pledged to take it
off as soon as the state of the revenue will allow. But when
will that time come ?—Or what can be said of the good faith of
such a pledge, when proofs have been tendered again and again
of the possibility of its remission, so far as newspapers are
concerned, without loss to the revenue? One cannot treat this
subject exclusively on the common grounds of taxation. It
ought to be considered as out of their sphere. Better, infimtely
better, were it that the means for disseminating knowledge
should be provided for by taxation, than that they should be
subjected to taxation.

A Poor Law Bill for Ireland will probably be introduced.
The subject is more complicated than any of those which have
been glanced at in this paper. The principle of the English
Poor Laws is a just and Christian principle. It 1s, that every
man has a right to live. Born into a community which has
taken possession of, and divided, the earth and all that it
produces ; excluded from his proportionate share of that world
which the world’s maker has made our common heritage; he
has a right to, at least, protection from starvation, when the
demand for labour is insutheient to aftord hum the means of
subsistence. Still the abuses of this principle have been so
enormous, and so demoralizing, that extraordinary caution
should be used in its application to Ireland.

For all propositions of organic reform; an Irish Corporation
Bill; the lgallot, and Triennial Parliaments; Peerage '}{eﬁ)rm;
the only principle is that of public utility, applied by means of
a smm(flt,heory of government, raised on that analysis of general
experience and that knowledge of human nature, which make
theory the most practical of all things; and never forgetting that
the exclusion o} any member of a community from a pro-
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portionate share in managing the concerns of that communitfr,
is an unfairness, the expediency of which would be an anomady
in the moral government of the world. Charles Fox once said,
‘ that what was morally wrong, could never be politically
right.” He probably spoke like one of the prophets of old, and
 uttered a deeper wisdom than he apprehended. Utilitarian
philosophers scorn, and have exploded such phrases as ‘‘natural
and indefeasible rights;” yet the expression is not a bad one
for an expediency which arises from the constitution of our
nature, and is co-extensive with humanity. Adopting Horne
Tooke’s etymology, we may call what God and nature have
riled —the rights of man; and they are paramount to all
conventional regulations. On this broadest expediency rests
the desirableness that laws which bind all should be assented
to by all; and nations, like individuals, advance, though
through many errors, to dignity and happiness, by the most
efficient, eventually, of all means,—self-government.

To foreign politics we will not now advert. No doubt, within
the walls of parliament the name of Poland will be heard ;
Poland, now nothing more than a name; but what can be
done, save to pronounce the funeral eulogy of a gallant people,
and the sentence of humanity upon a bloody barbarian? The
best time for interposition has gone by ; yet, if any service can
be rendered to the cause of the civilized world against that
of brute force, in its European outpost, there should be no
slackness, and we believe there will be none, in a British

House of Commons.
F'

EDUCATION REPOR'T.*

In this Report the Committee report that they are unable
to report; and content themselves with laying the evidence
they have collected before the House, with the hope that the
House will direct the further prosecution of the inquiry next
Session.

This ghiost of a Report is followed by a most substantial tail
of between two and three hundred closely printed folio pages,
consisting of an account of the examination of ten witnesses ;
and truly the volume will be more fortunate than most of the
fat folios amongst which it will repose, if it finds half that
number of readers. We have been one of these five champions,
and shall give a very brief account of our observations by the

* Report from the Selest Committee on Kducation im kEngland snd Weles,
together with the Minutes of lividence, Appendix, and Index— ordered by the
House 6f Commons to be printed, 3d August, fBSb. No. 4605,
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way, in the hopes of turning that five into fifty; for the journey,
though long, was far from being dull, and was generally very
interesting. INor were we 8o much troubled, as in the evidence
of the previous Session, by the narrow-minded garrulity of
sundry old women, who were determined that no one should
be wiser than themselves. We do not pretend to give an
abstract of the evidence, but only to notice a few points.

The Rev.J. C. Wigram, Secretary of the National School
Society, who is the first witness, says that it is extremely
difﬁcu{t to keep children at the National Society's schoole—
only one-third of the scholars attend regularly. The causes
are, first, and chiefly, the indifference of parents (the indifference
of the children is not thought of); secondly. removals of families;
thirdly, high wages, when the parents become high; fourthly, low
wages, when the children’s work is wanted and they have not
clothes; fifthly, indifference, after mere reading andy writing is
attained. He forgets to say anything of the dislike of the
scholars to bad tuition ; but remarks, that the schools are not
too full, though many children remain uneducated. ¢ Feed
and clothe the children,” he says, ‘“and they will remain five
years ; otherwise not above a year and a-half at school.

Mr. Henry Dunn, the next witness, gives a detail of the
habits and customs of Bethnal Green, where, it seems, two-
thirds of the inhabitants are kept in extreme poverty by hard
drinking, and nine-tenths do not go to church ; they will buy
and read the Poor Man’s Guardian, and they will not buy
and read religious tracts; they will not even read the latter,
although they are furnished with them gratis. In Twigg’s
Folly, Bethnal Green, more than half the children are not
educated at all.

The next witness, Mr. Wilderspin, confines his evidence
chiefly to infant schools, respecting which he has certainly
more practical knowledge, and generally more correct views,
than any person of the present day. Infant schools being a
thing of yesterday, we were surprised to find that there are
2,000 in Great Britain and Ireland, containing 64,000 pupils ;
but it is to be regretted that a great proportion of these schools
are excessively ill-conducted ; in fact we may say, that infant
schools are wretchedly managed with one or two exceptions:
we might almost say, that the whole of the schools of this
country are shamefully inis-managed, with the exception of
these one or two infant schools. With scarcely any exceptions
children are invariably treated, in schools, like brutes, or, at
best, like machines. Mr. Wilderspin finds that the prejudices
against infant schools are going away rapidly ; the cllérgy, who
“used to oppose them strongly, are becoming less hostile; and
parents, who used formerly to conseider that the best plan that
could be adopted with little children was to coop them up for



72 Education Report.

hours in a small room, are now beginning to perceive that
chrldrén’ may be treated as children, yet also as rational beings.
My ‘Wilderspin repeats over and over again the necessity of a
700d play-ground for an infant school, in which a great part of
theé'ttme should be spent, under the vigilant though unobtru-
give superintendence of the teacher. The school will develope
thé tntelléctual faculties, but the moral and physical condition
15the almost exclusive province of the play-ground. It is there
that the ‘¢hildren act freely in their little world—that they
learn to bear and forbear, and are encouraged in, and habituated
to’whit is good, and are practically, calmly, and almost im-
perceptibly checked in what is evil. This is a world of real
existetice, very different from the pedagogue’s ideal world of
migerable mock morality, and dry words, and unintelligible
precepts. Flowers, and fruit trees, and shrubs, are planted in
thé' play-ground within reach of the children, who soon learn
to' watehi over them as interesting and beautiful objects, without
infjaring a leaf, though opportunities of abstracting or destroy-
g thém, without the possibility of detection, frequently occur.
Mr. Wilderspin has abolished rewards and punishments, becanse
he requires no such coarse stimulants, and because equal re-
wards and punishments are impossible. No two infants, he
gays, are acted upon in the same way ; what is punishment to
omré¢ is indifferent to another. He prefers to guide by the
réason and affections rather than to impel by emulation, fear,
and force. He would begin with children at the age of ome
Eem', ‘and keep them until they were seven years old. First,
¢ begins by accustoming them to obedience and order, and
then to habits of delicacy, cleanliness, and kindness; and he
instructs by objeets and actions rather than by words.  When
a ¢hild leaves his school it ought to know something of arith-
metic, geography, form or geometry, natural history, and the
New Testament; it should be well acquainted with familiar
objects, be able to read an easy book, and be accustomed to
simg. These attainments, considerable as they are, he justly
considers as trifles in comparison with the itellectual and
moral habits which are acquired. Singing 18 found to be of
immense service in infant schools, although it is greatl]
abused in many of them. It is observed, when properly used}:
to have a powerful effect on the feelings of infants, and is a
valafible stimulant when excitement is advisable. The weather,
. it mseéenrs, ' has a great influence on the infant mind ; on a dull
day' children are not half so bright as in a elear atmosphere ;
and ‘on' these occasions, stimulants, such as musie; bring them
intb-a state of pleasing activity. With regard to religion, Mr.
Wilderdpih compluing, that in some infant schools ¢¢ the name
of G‘od'—‘ib"ﬁe%pe wally in the children’s mouths ; they cannot
speak a sentence without bringing it in; the consequence 1s,
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that it loses its sanctity and effect by being too common, and I
entirely disapprove of the practice.” Although we have noticed
Mr. Vgilder.spin’s evidence at some length, there are many
interesting points that we have not space to advert to. . Mr.
Wilderspin himself is a curious character. He was an igmnorant
though benevolent fanatic, converted into a highly.lxsel%flo and
intelligent instructor by unremitting experiment and attention
to children. Many of his metaphysical remarks are very curiaus.
The power of unconscious imitation is so strong in children,
that a cracked voice, or drawling tone in the teacher, will insure
a similar voice or tone in the children ; if the teacher has any
awkwardness of gait or vulgarity about him, his pupils invari-
ably acquire the same; and there is an account by Mr. Wilder-
spin, in another work, of ¢‘ a master who had a cast in the eye,
and all the young children squinted ; and of another who. had
a club-foot, in imitation of whom all the children limped.”
Mr. Wilderspin formerly thought that children were . more
inclined to do wrong than right, but the result of his experi-
ence with 17,000 infants induces him to think that the tendenc
to right is to wrong as two and a-half to one. Mr. Wilderspin's
testimony is by no means in favour of the National, or of the
British and Foreign Schools. .

Mr. Dorsey, one of the masters of the Glasgow High School,
1s.a very remarkable young man, who has succeeded, we under-
stand, in introducing real intellectual and moral instruction to
an extent rarely, if ever, witnessed in this country; and it is
to be regretted that his examination was so brief. His class
possess a variety of models and objects in natural history and
mechanics, which cost little or nothing, as, in six months, from
seven to eight hundred specimens were brought by the pupils.
Every school, he says, ought to have such a collection, in order
that the pupils may be taught by actual objects rather than
words; and he considers that Mr. Wood’s celet])rated Edinburgh
School is defective, because it does not connect objects them-
selves with verbal knowledge. The Scotch schoolmasters are,
as he thinks, excessively ignorant ; religion is taught by rote,
and morals not at all. ‘Though obviously a religious man, Re
states, ““ I beg leave to observe that 1 decidedly object to the
use of the Bible as a school-book, as a book for teaching mer
writing, spelling, and grammar. 1 think the Bible ought to
be looked to as a code of laws for our guidance in this world
and to the mext. In many schools it is made 8o much a school-
book that the pupils lose all reverence for it, and, in fact,
acquire & hatred for it in after life.” lle¢ considers that lectures
are the only mode of imJ)roving the adult population—a great
‘effect having been produced in Glasgow and. its environs by
this means-—and he suggests many ways in which lectures may
be improved and extended. ,
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Mr. Revans, the secretary to the Poor Inquiry Commission
in Ireland, and formerly secretary to the English Commission,
was examined respecting the mode adopted by the English and
Irish Commission, to procure minute and correct information
of the state of the people, as connected with the Poor Laws,
with the view to the employment of the best machinery for an
inquiry respecting education.

he Rev. J. Blackburn has much acquaintance with the
Eoorest districts of London, of which he givesa painful account:
e considers that two-thirds of the lowest class of London
children are without the means of learning to read, and that
ed children will not go to a school with those who are
better dressed. He is for using no book but the Bible; he
would make it the universal class-book, and teach language,
history, and geography, entirely by it. He states that the
elder boys cannot be kept at the Sunday schools, because they
are not interested in what is taught. He thinks that govern-
ment should not take the education of the country out of its
present hands ; but does not think that the voluntary efforts of
the public can do much more than has been done.

The honourable and reverend Mr. Noel gives much the same
sort of evidence as Mr. Blackburn. He thinks that the present
Sﬁstem of educating the country by voluntary contributions
should not be disturbed, though it is quite inadequate; that
public education should be placed chiefly under the clergy,
and that government should supply funds more freely. He
would teach all that can be taught, and would extend the range
of edueation considerably. There is so much apathy on the
part of uneducated parents, that they will not seek instruction
for their children ; it must be brought to their doors.

Mr. Francis Place gives much interesting informatien re-
specting the various changes that have taken place in the habits
of the middle and poorer classes of London during the last
fifty years. When Lancaster first commenced his schools, there
was nothing to be found in London but a few charity schools,
which taught poor children next to nothing, and nothing likely
to be useful to them. Lancaster’s schools being set up by the
Dissenters, were attacked by most of the clergy as destructive
of religion, though they taught nothing else, and would not
»ermit & lesson to be read unless 1t was extracted from the
bible. Their extracts were so wretchedly made, as to be
very generually sad nonsense. Mr. Place thereupon prepared
“a number of lessons upon a variety of useful and interesting
subjects in 1815 ; but they were rejected, because they were
net taken from the Scriptures. He considers both the
National and the Lancasterian, or British and Foreign Schools,
to be very defective; though much valuable knowledge might
be given {y them at very little expense, In 1813, he attempted
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to establish an extensive model school, to be called the West
London Lancasterian School, for the purpose of giving a more
extended and useful education to the children of the poeorer
classes; and it was determined that of religious books the
Bible alone, without note or comment, should be read in the
projected schools. The arrangements were nearly completed,
when some of the managers resolved that no book but the
Bible should be used, and no lessons read but those selected
from it:—¢ This was resisted as incompatible with the
principle on which the schools were founded; the fanatics
introduced other persons of principles similar to their own, and
the whole scheme was destroyed. These mensaid, they would
much rather destroy the undertaking than permit any but
Bible lessons; and they did so. We had a magnificent pros-
pect before us; I believe we should have accomplished it com-
pletely, if it had been allowed to go on, and before this time
have instructed all the children in the metropolis.” Mr.
Place objects to schoolmasters, under a system of national in-
struction, having any thing to do with re]%gion; for he thinks
that reading, writing, and arithmetic have no more to do with
religion than shoe-making has; he considers that three after-
noons 8 week might be devoted to the religious instruction of
the children at the schools, by the c]er%y or other persons of
the various sects; so that children of every denomination
might be educated in harmony by the same schoolmaster, in
the ordinary branches of instruction.

The reverend Dr. Bryce, Principal of the academy at Belfast,
one of the most celebrated of our educational establishments,
considers that institutions for the instruction of teachers in the
art of teaching, are absolutely necessary, being, in point of time,
of the most pressing importance; and he gives much interesting
information on the subject. He relates in detail the remark-
able effects of education on the provident habits and worldly
advancement of the working classes; and scouts the notion that
too much knowledge can be given to the people. He main-
tains that a teacher for the poor requires more professional
skill, though he may do with less learning, than one for the
rich ; and that it would be not more absurd to establish a
dispensary, and give it in charge of a weaver or cobler out of
employ, than to establish a school under a master ignorant of
human nature, and of the management of the human mind.
He ¢ conceives it is quite iinpossible to give religious educa-
tion without intellectual education. You cannot get at the con-
science, which the doctrines of religion address, in any other
way than through the understanding ; and all attempts to do
s0 have completely fuiled ; they have produced a spurious sort
of religion, —saperstition in one case, and enthusiasm in
another.” In a national system of education, he would leave
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the religious instruction to the inhabitants of each locality,
without making too precise regulations, which he considers
would.be a fruitful source of dissension. In one locality he
thinks . the sects might agree in one system of religious in-
struction ; in another place they might not agree, and would
hawve two sehools, if they could afford to quarrel and separate ;
if they could not afford to do this, they would probably agree
to leave out religious instruction from the general school, and
communicate it in some other mode.

The evidence of Mr. James Simpson (which was taken
before the Irish Education Committee) occupies as much
space as the whole of the former evidence put together,
and embraces every part of the subject. He has paid great
attention and used great exertions for many years in the cause
of popular education; and almost all his views appear to us to
be rational and benevolent in the highest degree. We there-
fore regret that our limited space prevents us from offering
even:-an outline of them. His facts and arguments against
abandoning the education of the country to the voluntary
sydtem, that is, to chance, are very powerful; education, he
contends, must become a national charge, if it is to be uni-
vergal and efficacious; the voluntary system has been long
tried, and has failed signally : school fees are completely out
of .the question with the poorest classes, and their feelings of
degradation at being made objects of charity, ought to be
respected and cherished. The Edinburgh Infant School was
founded by himself and a few benevolent individuals, in the
lowest neighbourhood in Edinburgh; a very small weekly fee
was required, and scarcely a child of the class for whom the
school, was destined has been found to attend ; but children
of other classes come from distances, attracted by the excellence
of the tuition and training. The best teachers are also much
impeded by the interference of ignorant parents. With regard
to the apprehensions of many, that the government of the day
might convert a great national system of education into an
instrument injurious to the interests or the liberties of the
countrf[, Mr. Simpson replies, that with a vigilant press, and
a vigilant legislature, and in each district a voice on the
subject, all such apprehensions are completely groundless.
Wa regret that we cannot detail Mr. Simpson’s views of Infant
Education (which correspond in the main with those of Mr.
Wilderspin), nor those respecting the more advanced stage of
public education, which he maintains ought to be given to
every member of the community till the age of fourteen. He
urges strongly, that all classes of society should, as far as
possible, be ejlucated together 1n the earlier stages of mstruc-
tion, which 18 the principle and practice of the Scotch schools,
and has hed & most beneficial effect upon that country ; and
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he shows at great length why the sexes ought to be edu-
cated together till the age of fourteen :— -.

¢ Their separation is the result of a inistaken notion that they can-
not be safely together . . . In an improved education their puassuits
tend to improve them morally, and to prevent all the consequences
that would be felt under a more ignorant system of educating them
in the same school, as has been proved in the Circus Pluce Schaal, 10
Edinburgh, in the Lancasterian School, Mr. Wood’s School, and, the
Model Infant School . . . I should therefore never think of sepa-
rating them. The minds of the one sex are like the minds of the
other; they are both entitled to an education of useful kuowledge, of
elementary science . . . the two sexes will stimulate each other in
the best possible way to exertion ; and, under the eye and guiddhce
of their teachers, employed as they are, there cannot arise any evil
from the intimacy . . . The effects of proper elementary education
will be such as to refine both sexes to a degree we have never seen,
certainly, in the lower ranks, orin any rank of life. What I call
refinement, is another word for the practical exercise of the superior
moral faculties. Itis the very essence of a well regulated education to
purify and exalt those feelings which the intercourse of the sexes calls
forth. There would be a great diminution of the impurity of ﬂ\o,\ggb,t,
which is too much now the nature of that intercourse. The sexes
can never be more safely together than under the sameroof and ,ﬁﬁ'a‘é'r
the same instructors; they are put under the same roof when they
are under the instruction of their religious teachers, in churches and
chapels; and I should expect that their being educated together
would be attended with all the advantages which I have specified,
and with no evils whatever.”—pp.129, 130.

Mr. Simpson contends, that secular instruction and religion,
should not be mixed, in proof of which he quotes Melancthon,
Cudworth, Paley, and others; he would not permit the secular
teacher to be a clergyman, or of any other profession or trade ;
nor would he allow him in any way to interfere in religion;
which should be the exclusive province of the reli%ious‘ in-
structors, who should have separate hours for teaching the
children of the different sects. .

It is greatly to be regretted, that extracts and digests of the
most valuable parliamentary papers(such as that which we have
been noticing) should not {)e provided for the public in some
cheap and accessible form. The price and scarcity of most of the
parliamentary papers is a great bar to their eﬂicienc?,-——n()t to
mention their bulk ; for the outside of a large folio 1s all that
ordinary mortals can be induced to look at.
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ON WOMEN OF NO PARTY.*

I remeEMBER reading of a country clown, who, accidentally
overhearing some conversation on constitutional health, de-
clared his belief that he had ‘‘ no system.” Very similar to
this appears to me Mrs. Hall’s assertion, in her letter to ‘¢ T/e
Times,” that she is of ¢‘ no party,” and that ‘¢ a woman ought
to be of none.” Supposing the thing possible (which it seems
not, to any possessed of feeling and reflection), how supreme
must be the state of ignorance or indifference which would
warrant such an assertion! As neither of these moods of mind
can be for a moment attributed to the intelligent, eloquent,
and animated author of the ¢* Tales of Woman’s Trials, &c.;” 1t
is only fair to ascribe her declaration to one of those inadvertent
lapses of expression to which all, at times, may be subject.

It is with no view to level a shaft at one who is an ornament
to her sex that I touch this subject. Having said thus much,
I have done with all further allusion to Mrs.%lall; but I shall
not forsake the point, because it involves a very common and a
very mischievous mistake—a notion that politics are to be
regarded as distinct from, and disconnected with the other

* FROM THE TIMES OF JAN. 5tHx.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.,

Sir,—1 feel called upon, however unwillingly, to trespass on your columns in
reply to a letter signed an *‘ Impartial Observer,” the writer of which accuses me
of ‘‘misleading my readers as to the real state of Ireland,” in having asserted that
““ 1 slept more than a week at the house of a Conservative gentleman, in the midst
of a Catholic community, whose doors and windows were never disfigured by bar,
bolt, or lock, though the house was known to contain much plate and some fire
arms,” The writer somewhat ungenerously concludes by stating, that ¢ the asser-
tion is made for partgr purposes.” T am of no part{ ; 1 have always considered that
o woman ought to be of none; but the principles which are upheld by all my
nearest and dearest connexions are Conservative. I have written much about
Ireland, but 1 have always studiously avoided politics. The observation which
your correspondent condemns refers distinctly and alone to the county of Wexford ;
aend the best comment I can offer upon his letter is, to give the name of the gentle-
man, not only a Conservative but an Orangeman, whose doors and windows were
‘“ never disfigured by bar or bolt.” 1 alluge to John Allen, Esq., of Ballystraw,
Authur’s Town, county of Wexford, with whom, of course, the ‘* Impartial Observer’”
can communicate. I {now quite enough of Ircland to feel sutisfied that many parts
of the country are in the wretched state described by your correspondent, and ‘I am
disposed to believe that recent events have contributed to increase rather than to
lessen the evil, but the good should be recorded as well as the bad. Happily, the
country with which 1 am best acquainted 1s for the most part tranquil ; perbaps
because its landlords are chiefly residents on their own estates. 1 would u(l‘ld, that
the passage to which your correspondent objects, occursin a tale published in the
New Monthly Magazine for December, in no way bearing upon the political state of
the country, and that I have not seen the evening newspaper to which your reference
is made.

I am your obedient servant,
ANNE MARIA HALL.
Jan, 4th, 1836.
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branches of human economy ; instead of being, as they are, in-
tertissued with all human circumstances, an§ thus deserving,
nay demanding, the vital attention of every rational creature
from the dawn of intellect unto its decay.

Another most erroneous notion lies at the base of the asser-
tion I am combating—the notion that political knowledge and
political interests are unsuited to the female mind, and incom-
patible with those attributes of character deemed or desired to
be the sole or essential constituents of the female character.

That political science has been degraded by the intermixture
of virulent passions and feelings is not to be denied; even
Pitt was reproached with suffering his faculties to be over-
whelmed by his passions; and when the science is thus adul-
terated it is as unworthy of the wise among men, and as un-
seemly, as it is among women. But the rapid advance of
intelligence, acting upon the innate spirit ofP English inde-
pendence, is clearing away the corrupt vapours through which
the people used to look at politics; clear heads and clean
hearts, with only so much fire as is necessary to the warmth,
not the heat, of the concomitant passions, is the prevailing state
of the mighty mass now bearing down upon the wretched ranks
of the conservatives—and where does the being exist who will
say that the clear head and clean heart animated by this tem-
pered warmth shall be forbidden to act because the great
Author of all humanity has shrined that head and heart in the
frame of woman instead of man?

Politics, 1t is sald, are incompatible with gentleness, with
softness, with general amiability—tush! Let us not pervert
that blessed instrument language—the exclusive music of
humanity -— given us that truth may be trumpet - tongued
and triumphant. Politics are incompatible with i1nanity, with
indifference, with the show, not the substance, of those prin-
ciples of which real gentleness, real softness, real amiability,
are the effect and effusion. The sun has its rays of gentleness,
but where were they but for the intenser fire from which they
spring 7—who loves him not in his twilight time when he is
gentlest of all? but where were the fruits, the flowers, the fertile
fields 'mid which they like to luxuriate, did he not also emit
burning rays of brightness and of heat? The moon is, perhaps,
the most perfect type of gentleness, and a favorite reference
with the namby pamby eulogists of woman-—but has not the
moon power? Ask the ocean tides on which nought else has

any.

{leal gentleness, real softness, affection and amiability, spring
from the deep, intense feelings and faculties which are the
animating principles of the patriotism which serves our coun-
try, and the high and holy sentinent which embraces all huma-
nity with love. 'The gentleness, softness and amiability which
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is of ‘‘no party,” and must, of course, be devoid of sympathy,
the pivot of all happy human association, are bastard semblances
of the real qualities, and spring from general indifference and
individual selfishness.

Unfortunately for this country, and in fact for all countries,
women are mostly conservatives, and lie like manure atthe root
of many a political plant which breathes pestilence upon nations,
keeping institutions in a vitality which they would not other-
wise retain. (God grant that every woman was a rational revo-
lutionist, which are only other words for radical reformers—
then would be asserted the right and power which they hold in
common with their copartners in life—the right and power of
thinking, feeling, speaking, and acting in behalf of national and
universal interests—mighty trunks, but intimately and indisso-
lubly connected with the small capillaries of individual power
and exertion. Talk of che bed of Procrustes—what was that to
the influence of female education, which it appears can render
woman of ¢“ no party,” and induce the idea that it is right and
amiable that ‘¢ she should be of none ?”

Where and what are the feelings of that woman who can see
those to whom she 1sunited by ties little less than divine, borne
down and debased by political oppression, and yet be of ‘““no
part{ ?’  Behold her children shrinking before the withering
insolence of usurped greatness ; denied their fair share of human
rights and human enjoyments, and yet be of ‘“ no party ?” Must
she not feel that the crushing conservative ought to be hunted
from the land, as of old the wolves were from our woods—and
institutions which enslave the people annihilated, as have been
the forests in which formerly kings and courtiers denied corn
to grow, that tyranny and cruelty might prevail? Shall she feel
this, (and she must feel it or feel not at all) shall she feel this
and not speak and act from the dictates of such feeling ? Shall
she feel this and not sympathize with the struggles and suffer-
ings of the one she has elected and selected from the crowd to
be her heart’s companion—sustaining him if he faint, and sti-
mulating him if he fall oftf from the efforts necessary to save,
not alone hAer children, but the children of millions, and mar-
shal future generations to do likewise, till an equitable recog-
nition of human rights be universal?

As for Ireland—when 1 contemplate Aer injuries and Zer
capabilities, I feel the poverty of language, and remain mute,
upon the principle which induced the painter to cover the coun-
tenance, the anguish of which was beyond the power of human
pencil to portray. May the reproach to woman, (if deserved),
of being of ‘“no party " be speedil{l removed, and may it be
among the blessings awakening on the world that she become

in heart and soul of the RIGHT party.
M. L. G,
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LEGENDS QF THE CONQUEST OF SPAIN,*

Tue conquest of Spain by the Saracens is more like ramance
than reality, whether we regard the character and fortunés, of
the conquerors, the extraordinary rapidity with which the:
effected so great a revolution, the circumstances which Iﬁ‘édg
it easy to them, or their final expulsion from the country
after the lapse of eight centuries. The facts of the conquest
are so wrapped in fable, so lost in the confusion which neces-
sarily followed, that scarcely anvthing is known with certainty
about them. The history, as collected from the old chronicles,
monkish legends, tradition, romance, and poetry, is briefly as
follows: The Goths had reigned in Spain for two centuries
and a-half, when Witiza, surnamed the wicked. was elected
king. From some particulars of his character it seeimns
doubtful how far he deserved hi< name. We are toll that he
was cruel, and jealous of his relati ns, and that he put out the
eyes of one, and put another to dc:ih; but there is nothing very
uncommon in all this in the ch . n.cles of kings. We 'a}jfé};féo
told that he was luxurious and .rofligate; but, on the “other
hand, that he gave toleration to the hitherto oppressed’ Jews,
allowed the priests to marry, broke off from the tyranny of the
church 6f Rome, dismantled the castles of the turbulent nobles,
and brought the country into such a state of peace and pros-
erity that the sword was literally turned into the ploughshare.
his'state of quiet, however, did not satisfy the warlike people
of Spain. itiza was deposed by Don Roderick, the sorn of
that relative whose eyes he had put out, and punished accord-
ing to the law of retaliation. Roderick was very popular on
his accession to the throne. He was brave, sagacious, and of
lofty and majestic IEn'esence, but he soon began to' fall into
habits of luxury. e gave some offence too by marrying the
beautiful daughter of the king of Algiers, who was shipwrecked
on the coast of Spain, and who became a convert to Christianity,
and took the name of Exilona. Among the nobles who
repaired to court to congratulate the king on his marriage was
Count Julian, a powerful nobleman, nearly connected with the
late king Witiza, and governor of Ceuta, the only fortress in
the possession of Spain on the African coast, and her bulwark
against Moslem encroachment. Count Julian left his daughter
Florinda with the sovereign. She was a beautiful maiden, not
yet arrived at womanhood, and he confided her to the protec-
tion of the kingy sae;ing, ‘“ I can leave with you no surer pfedge
of my loyalty. ery shortly after the Count’s depdrture,
Roderick” began to entertain a violent passion for Flotinda ;
much has been said and sung about his suit and her l‘esiist:"{'ﬁc'o,

* By the Author of ““ The Sketch Book.” London: Murray, 1835,
No. 110. G
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but it ended in his triumph, ‘¢ by means of base and unmanly
violence.” ‘The Wretche(iJ Florinda, in the first paroxysm of her
grief, wrote to her father to revenge her wrongs. Her message
reached him just after he had successfully repulsed the Arabs,
who had attempted to take Ceuta by siege. Count Julian
repaired to the camp of Muza, the Arabian Emir. ¢ Hitherto"”
said he, ‘“we have been enemies, but I come to thee in peace,
and it rests with thee to make me the most devoted of thy
friends. I have no longer country or king. Roderick the
Goth is an usurper, and my deadly foe; he has wounded my
honour in the tenderest point, and my country affords me no
redress. Aid me in my vengeance, and I will deliver all Spain
into thy hands—a land far exceeding in fertility and wealth all
the vaunted regions thou hast conquered in %ingitania.” It
was about the year 712 that this offer, so important in its con-
scquences, was made. The Arabians, or Saracens as they are
often called, raised by Maliomet to the dignity of a people, had
at this period become the powerful conquerors of Persia, Syria,
Egypt, and all the north of Africa, where they finally acquired
the common apFellation of Moors. They had often cast wistful
eyes towards the mountains of Spain. The offer of Count
Julian was speedily accepted. Their armies, admitted by him
to his fortresses, and supported by his powerful party, poured
into the country. Rogerick was conquered in the bloody
bhattle of the Guadalete (the river of death), and was never
seen more. He was supposed by some to have perished in the
field, by others to have fled, and to have been carried away by
the rapid waters of the river, attempting to ford it in his flight
—ty others, to have reached some place of concealment among
the mountains. In less than three years the whole country
was subdued by Muza. Many are the direful portents and
warnings that are related to have preceded and accompanied
these events.

The Arabs were not cruel conquerors. Resistance, indeed,
entailed pillage and all the horrors of war on the conquered,
but, on submission and payment of tribute, complete toleration
and protection were granted them. Spain saw her most pros-
perous days under the Moorish rule, and she has never
recovered the bigoted and mistaken policy which expelled
their whole people from her shores, when in time they in their
turn were subdued.

Grave and authentic history, weighing the detail of events by
the evidences of their truth, seems to present us with but a bald
and unsatisfactory outline, after the imaginstion has dwelt on
all this. But even history is obliged to rest very frequently on
cm(}jecturo, and conjecture too of a kind which is apt to be
wider of the mark than that which 1s based on moral and

traditional poetry.
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We think, then, that Washington Irving has judged rightly

in collecting, instead of rejecting, all the marvellous and
romantic stories about the conquest of Spain, and in presenting
them to us under the form of ¢ legends.” Out of these
apparently fabulous tales, the genius of the two nations con-
cerned, and the morality of their times, may be gathered, and
both of these are verfy likely to be misunderstood or overlooked

in the philosophy of modern historians. But let the author
plead his own cause—

““To discard, however, everything wild and marvellous in this
portion of Spanish history, i1s to discard some of its most beautiful,
instructive, and national features; it is to judee of Spain by the
standard of probability suited to tamer and more passive countries.
Spain 18 virtually a land of poetry and romance, where every day life
partakes of adveuture, and where the least agitation or excitement
carries everything up into extravagant enterprise and daring exploit.
The Spaniards in all ages have been of swelling and braggart spirit,
soaring in thought, pompous in word, and vahant, though vain-
glorious, 1n déed. Their heroic aims have transcended the cooler
conceptions of their neighbours, and their reckless daring has borne
them on to achievements which prudent enterprise could never have
accomplished. Since the time, too, of the conquest and occupation
of their country by the Arabs, a strong infusion of oriental magunifi-
cence has entere(i’ into the national character, and rendered the
Spaniard distinct from every other nation of Europe.

““In the following pages, therefore, the author has ventured to dip
more deeply 1nto the enchanted fountains of old Spanish chronicle,
than has usually been done by those who, in modern times, have
treated of the eventful period of the conquest; but, in so downg, he
trusts he will 1llustrate more fully the character of the people and the
times.”’— Preface, p. 8.

The fault of the book 13 the too frequent detail of war and
fichting. We read to weariness of battles, sieges, pikes,
lances, crossbows, scimitars, and drums; and we regret the
more that so much of the volume 1s occupied by matter of this
description, since all the rest of it—that 19, all the stories of
prodigies, heroism, and love, and all the legends of the fortunes
and fate of the actors in those stormy scenes, are given with the
author’s accustomed lightness and elegance. 'The following is
a good specimen—

‘¢ Now so it happened, according to the legend,* that about this
time, as king Roderick was seated one day on his throne, surrounded
by his nobles, 10 the ancient city of Toledo, two men of venerable up-
pearance entered the hall of audience. Their snowy beards descended
to their breusts, and their grey hairs were bound wath iwvy. They were
arrayed in white garments of foreign antiquated fashion, which swept

* Perdida do Espaiia por Abulcasim Taref Abeilaniquo, hib. 1. ¢c. 6. Cronica del
Rey Don Rodnigo por el moro Rasis, lib. 1. ¢. 1. Bleda, Cron. cap, ':
s 2
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the ground, and were cinctured with girdles, wrought with the signs
of the zodiac, from which were suspended enormous bunches of keys
of every variety of form. Having approached the throne and made
obedience: ‘Kuow, O king,’ said one of the old men, ¢thatin days
of yore, when Hercules of Lybia, surnamed the Strong, had set up his
pillars at the ocean Strait, he erected a tower near to this ancient city
of Toledo. He built it of prodigious strength, and finished it with
magic art, shutting up within 1t a fearful secret, never to be pene-
trated without peril and disaster. To protect this terrible mystery he
closed the entrance to the edifice with a ponderous door of iron, se-
cured by a great lock of steel ; and he left a command that every
king who should succeed him should add another lock to the portal;
denouncing woe and destruction on him who should eventually uunfold
the secret of the tower.” ’—p. 49.

Don Roderick, however, determined, instead of adding his
lock to the door, to open it, and penetrate the mystery. The
legend then goes on to relate the story of the ‘‘marvellous and
portentous tower,” concerning which—

“ <] doubt much,” adds the venerable Agpaida, ¢ whether many
readers will not consider the whole as a cunningly devised fable, sprung
from an oriental imagination; but it is not for wme to reject a fact
which is recorded by all those writers who are the fathers of our
national history—a fact, too, which 1s as well attested as most of the
remarkable events 1n the story of Don Roderick. None but light and
inconsiderate minds,’” continues the good frnar, <do haﬂtlly reject the
marvellous.  To the thinking mind the whole world is enveloped in
mystery, and everything is full of type and portent.””—p. 50.

The king and his train achieve the adventure of the tower.
They succeed in openin% the massive portals, and, after en-
countering various appalling slghts and hearing awful sounds,
they reached a vast chamber of ¢“a rare and sumptuous archi-
tecture, difficult to be described.” Here on a table of alabaster
stood a golden casket; on the lid were 1nscribed the following
words :—

¢« « In this cofferis contained the mystery of the tower. The hand
of none but a king can open i1t ; but let him beware! for marvellous
events will be revealed to him, which are to take place before his
death.’

<« King Roderick boldly seized upon the casket. The venerable
archbishop luid his hand upon his arm, and 1nade a last remonstrance.
‘ Forbear, my son,” suid he; ¢ desist while there is yet time. Look
not into the mysterious decrees of Providence. God has hidden them
in mercy from our sight; and 1t 1s impious to rend the veil by which
they are concealed.’

Jo What have I to dread from a knowledge of the future?’ replied
Roderick, wath an air of’ huughty presumption. ¢If good be destined for
me, 1 bhu“ enjoy 1t by anticipation; 1if ewvil, I shall arm myself to
meet 1t.”  So saying, he rashly broke the lock.

«« Within the coffer he found nothiug but a linen cloth, folded be-
tween two tablets of copper. On uunfolding it, he beheld painted on



Legends of the Conquest of Spain. 85

it figures of men on horseback, of fierce demeanour, clad in turbans
and robes of various colours, after the fashion of the Arabs, with
scimitars hangingfrom their necks,and crossbows at theirsaddle backs,
and they carried banners and pennons with divers devices. Above
them was inscribed in Greek characters, < Rash monarch! behold
the mmen who are to burl thee from thy throne and subdue thy
kingdom !’

‘« At sight of these things the king was troubled in spirit, and
dismay fell upon his attendants. While they were yetregarding the
paintings, it seemed as if the figures began to move, and a faint sound
of warlike tumult arose from the cloth, with the clash of cymbal and
bray of trumpet, the neigh of steed and shout of ar my ; but all was
heard 1ndistinctly as if afar off, or in a reverie or dream. The more
they gazed, the plainer became the motion, and the louder the noise ;
and the linen cloth rolled forth, and amplified, and spread out, as 1t
were a mighty banner, and ﬁlled the hall, and mingled with the air
until its texture was no longer visible, or appealed as a transparent
cloud ; and the shadowy ﬁourea became all in motion, and the din and
uproar became fiercer and ﬁercer; and whether the whole were an
ammated picture, or a vision, or an array of embodied spirits, conjured
up by supernatural power, no one present could tell. They beheld
before them a great field of battle, where Christians and Moslems
were engaged in deadly conflict.  They heard the rush and
tramp of steeds, the blast of trump and clarion, the clash of cymbal,
and the stormy din of a thousand drums. There was the clash of
swords, and maces, and battle-axes, with the whisthing of arrows, and
the hurling of darts and lances. The Christians quailed before the
foe; the Intidels pressed upon them and put them to utter rout;
the standard of the cross was cast down, the banner of Spain was
trodden under foot, the air resounded with shouts eof triumph, with
yells of fury, and with the groans of dying men. Amidst the flying
squadrons, king Roderick beheld a crowned warrior, whose back was
turned towards him, but whose armour and device were his own, and
who was mounted on a white steed that resembled his own war-horse,
Arelia. In the confusion of the flight, the warrior was dismounted,
and was no longer to be seen, and reha galloped wildly through the
field of battle without a nder.

<« Roderick staid to see no more, but rushed from the fatal hall,
followed by his ternfied attendants. On issuing into the open air they
found the two ancient guardians of the tower lying dead at the portal,
as though they had been crushed by some mighty blow. Al nature,
which had been clear and serene, was now 1n wild uproar. The
heavens were darkened by heavy clouds; loud bursts of thuuder rent
the air, und the earth was deluged with rain and ratthng hal,

«« The king ordered that the iron portal should bhe closed ; but the
door was immovesable, anid the cavahiers were dismayed by the tre-
mendous turmoil and the mingled shouts and groans that continued
to prevail within., The king aud his traan hastened back to Toledo,
pursued and pelted by the tempest. The mountains shook and echoed
with the thunder, trees were uprooted and blown down, and the Tagus
raged and roared, and flowed above its banks. It seemed to the
affrighted courtiers as if the phantom legions of the tower bad issued
forth and mingled with the storm ; for amidst the clups of thunder
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and the howling of the wind, they fancied they heard the sound of the
drums und trumpets, the shouts of urinies and the rush of steceds.
Thus beuten by tempest and overwhelmed with horror, the king aud
his courtiers arrived at Toledo, clatteriug across the bridge of the
Tagus, and entering the gate in headlong confusion, us though they
had been pursued by an enemy.”—p. 28.

The following extract describes the fate of Florinda, the
Helen of Spain. After the complete subjugation of the country
by the Saracens, she still lived with her father, who had ac-
quired countless riches. DBut all his success and all his luxu-
ries could not give him ease, nor soften the anguish which he
suffered at seeing (says the legend,) that ‘“ the Christians cursed
him as the cause of all their woe; the Moslems despised and

distrusted him as a traitor.”

“ Florinda, the daughter of his heart, for whose sake he had under-
taken this signal vengeance, was sinking a victim to its effects.
Wherever she went, she found herself a by-word of shame and re-
proach. The outrage she had suffered was imputed to her as wanton-
ness, and her calamity was magnified into a crime. The Christians
never mentioned her name without a curse, and the Moslems, the
gamers by her misfortune, spake of her only by the appellation of

Cava, the vilest epithet they could apply to woman. o
““ But the opprobrium of the world was nothing to the upbraiding

of her own heart. She charged herself with all the miseries of these
disastrous wars ; the deaths of so many gallaut cavaliers; the conquest
and perdition of her country. The anguish of her inind preyed upon
the beauty of her person. Her eye, once soft and tender in its expres-
ston, became wild and haggard ; her cheek lost its bloom, and became
hollow and pallid ; and at times there was desperation in her words.
When her father sought to embrace her, she withdrew with shudder-
g from his arms; for she thought of his treason and the ruin it had
brought upon Spain. Her wretchedness increased after her return to
her native country, until it rose to a degree of frenzy. One day, when
she was walking with her parents in the gardens of their palace, she
entered a tower, and having barred the door, ascended to the battle-
inents.  I'rom thence she called to them in piercing accents, expres-
sive of her insupportable anguish and desperate determination. < Let
this city,’ said she, ¢ be henceforth called Malucca, in memorial of the
most wretched of woman, who therein put an end to her days.” 8o
saying, she threw herself headlong from the tower, and was dashed to
preces. ¢ The city,’ adds the ancient chronicler, ¢ received the name thus
given it, though afterwards softened to Malaga, which it still retains,
i memory of the tragical end of Florinda."””—p, 318,

The story of the end of Muza, the magnificent conqueror of
“Spain, whose services were rewarded by the confiscation of his
property, scourging, and imprisonment, is exactly like one of
the tales in the ?\rabian Nights; wherein the caprice of Caliphs
and Sultans, and the sudden ruin of their tavourites, are so often
related.  One of the most beautiful legends is that of the wife
of Count Julian and her son. 'The Arubs had become suspicious
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of Count Julian and his whole family, and he was forced to tly
from Spain. His fate is unknown, but it is supposed to have

been tragical. His countess took refuge in the citadel of
Ceuta.

‘“ But the walls were sapped and mined, and she saw that all resist-
ance would soon be unavailing. Her only thoughts now were to con-
ceal her child. ¢ Surely,” said she, ¢ they will not think of seeking
himn among the dead.” She led hlm, theref‘ore, tuto the dark and dis-
mal chapel. ¢ Thou art not afraid to be alone in this darkness, my
child #* sald she.

‘“¢ No mother,” replied the boy, ¢darkness gives silence and sleep.’
She conducted hlm to the tomb of Florinda. ¢ Fearest thou the
dead, my child > ¢ No, mother, the dead can do no harm,—and
what should 1 fear from my sister ?°

“ The countess opened the sepulchre. ¢ Listen, my son,” said
she; ¢ there are fierce and cruel people who have come hither to
murder thee. Stay here in company with thy sister, and be quiet as
thou dost value thy life!* The boy, who was of a courageous nature,
did as he was bidden, and remained there all that day, and all the
mght, and the next day until the third hour.

¢ In the mean time the walls of the citudel were sapped, the troops
of the Emir poured in at the breach, and a great part of the garrison
was puat to the sword. The countess was taken prisoner and brougzht
before the Emir. She appeared in his presence with a haughty de-
meanour, as if she had been a queen receiving homage ; but when he
demanded her son, she faltered and turned pale, and rephed, ¢ My
son it with the dead.’

«¢« ¢ Countess,” said the Emir, €¢I am not to be dcceived, tell me
where you have concealed the boy, or tortaures shall wring from you
the secret.’

¢ « Emir,’ replied the countess, ¢ may the greatest torments be my
portion both here and hereafter, 1f what [ speak be not the truth!
My darling child lies buried with the dead.’

“¢« The Emir was confounded by the solemnity of her words; but
the withered astrologer, Yuga, who stood by his side regarding the
countess from beneath his bushed eyebrows, perceived trouble n her
countenance and equivocation in her words. ¢ Leave this matter to
me,” whispered he to Alahor, ¢ I will produce the cinld/’

s¢ Je ordered strict search to be made by the soldiery, aud he
obliged the countess to be always present.  When they came to the
chapel, her cheek turned pale and her lip quivered. ¢ This,” said the
subtle astrologer, ¢ is the place of concealment.’

¢« The search throughout the chapel, however, was cqually vain,
and the soldiers were ubout to depart, when Yuza beheld a slight
glean ofjny 10 the eyes of the conntess. ¢ We are leaving our prey
behind,” thought he : ¢ the countess i1s exulting.’

< He now called to wmind the words of her asseverntion, that her
child was with the dead. Turning suddenly to the soldiers he ordered
them to search the sepulchres. ¢ If you find him not,” said he, ¢ drag
forth the bones of thut wanton Cava, that they may be burnt and the
ashes scattered to the winds.’
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¢¢ The soldiers searched among the tombs, and found that of Flo-
rinda partly open. Within lay the boy in the soand sleep of child-
hood, and ene of the soldiers took him gently in his arms to bear him
to the Emir.

<« When the countess beheld that her child was discovered, she
rushed into the presence of Alahor, and, forgetting all her pride,
threw .berself upon her knees before him.

¢« ¢« Mercy! wmercy!’ cried she, in piercing accents, ¢ Mercy on my
son—my only child! O Emir! listen to a mother’s prayer, and my
lips shall kiss thy feet. As thou art merciful to him, so may the
;‘nos(;: high God have mercy upon thee, and heap’ blessings on thy

ead !

‘1‘ ¢ Bear that frantic woman hence,’ said the Emir, ¢ but guard her
well.’

“« The countess was dragged away by the soldiery, without regard
to h(;:r struggles and her cries, and confined in a dungeon of the
citadel.

¢¢ The child was now brought to the Emir. He had been awakened
by the tumult, but he gazed fearlessly on the stern countenances of
the soldiers. Had the heart of the Emir been capable of pity, it would
have been touched by the tender youth and innocent beauty of the
child ; but his heart was as the nether millstone, and he was bent upon
the destruction of the whole family of Julian. Calling to him the
astrologer, he gave the child into his charge with a secret command.
The withered son of the desert took the boy by the hand, and led him
up the winding staircase of a tower. When they reached the summit
Yuza placed him on the battlements.

««Cling not to me, my child,” said he; ¢there is no danger.’
¢ Father, 1 fear not,” said the undaunted boy ; ¢ yet it 1s @ wondrous
height !’

“ The child looked around with delighted eyes. The breeze blew
his curling locks from about his face, and his cheek glowed at the
bouudless prospect ; for the tower was reared upon that lofty promon-
tory on which Hercules founded one of his pillars. The surges of the
sea were heard far below beating upon the rocks, the sea gull screamed
and wheeled about the foundations of the tower, and the sails of lofty
caraccas were as mere specks on the bosomn of the deep.

«« « Dost thou know yonder laund beyond the blue water?’ said
Yuza.

<<« Tt is Spain,” replied the boy ; it is the land of my father and
mother.’

¢ « Then stretch forth thy hands and bless it my child,” said the
astrologer,

¢ The boy let go his hold of the wall, and as he stretched forth his
hands, the aged son of Ishinael, exerting all the strength of his withered
lunbs, suddenly pushed Inm over the battlements. He fell headlong
from the top of that tall tower, and not a bone 1 Ins tender frame but
was crushed apon the rocks beucath,

«e*  *  On the following wornmog the countess was led forth from
her duvgeon into the pubhic square.  She knew of the death of her
child, und that her own death was at hand ; but she neither wept nor
supplicated. Her bair was dishevelled, her eyes were haggard with
watching, and her cheek was as the monumental stone; but there
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were the remains of commanding beauty 1n her countenance ; and the
majesty of her presence awed even the rabble into respect.

“ A multitude of Christian prisoners were then brought forth; and
Alahor cned out—¢ Behold the wife of Count Julian; behold one of
that traitorous family which has brought ruin upon yourselves and
upon your country.” And he ordered that they should stone her to
death. * * * So the cruel order was executed and the Countess

Frandina perished by the hands of her countrymen.”’—p. 328.

Altogether, the ¢ Legends of the Conquest of Spain” make a

very interesting volume, and by its publication the author of
the ¢ Sketch Book” has added another to the many delightful
works with which he has enriched our literature.

M.

AN INVITATION TO THE COUNTRY.

OFT have I woo’d thee with my rustic lyre,
(The muse’s warmth, though not the muse’s fire,)
To leave those regions of imperfect day

For nature’s purer breath, and brighter ray :
Ah! not unknown to thee her varied charms,—
The purple beam that gladdens while it warms,
The fragrant airs of blushing roses born,

The glow of even, and the smile of morn.

No longer now the breath of primrose pale

And bhidden violet scents the vernal gale;

And summer’s brighter blooms have passed away
Its fading roses chide thy long delay.

No more the sky-lark lures the dazzled sight

To trace beyond the clouds his warbling flight.
Silent yon wood, that late with music rung,

As swelling his soft notes, the blackbird sung
His plaintive song: the robin trills alone,
Mournful of all his sweet compaunions gone ;
High on the poplar’s airy bough he swings,

Aud to the parting day his vespers sings.

Yet, though despal’d of all her gaudier charms
Nature 1s lovely still—and to her arms

Would woo thee back, and thou wilt love her more
Than when her brow 1ts rosy garland wore :
Now distant suns emit a paler ray,

And day with swifter footsteps glides away,

Nor leaves, aus she was wount, her glittening vest
Of gold aud purple to adorn the west.

With melancholy pace, and aspect pale

Grey twilight comes, and flings her shadowy veil
Athwart the sky—while plaintive sighs the gale.

C. P.



SONGS FOR THE BEES.

BY THE AUTHOR OF ‘“ CORN LAW BHYMES,”’

No. V.

TuprY megn their tax on bread to be
Progressive with our numbers ;
They %id us crowd around the gulf
O’er which Destruction slumbers,
Food, health, and safety, they restrict,
- But cannot check our numbers ;
So we increase and multiply,

While drugg’d Convulsion slumbers

But parson Malthus says they can,
And do restrict our numbers—

In Ireland, where with half-shut eyes
Convulsion snorts and slumbers.

Well ! let their tax on safety be
- Progressive with our numbers ;

We all can marry-——can’t we, Bess P
Though drugg’d Convulsion slumbers.

They hug their peril premium close,
And say, ¢ Destruction slumbers!”’
They know not that he only winks,
While we fill up our numbers.
Counvulsion’s Act of Parliament!
Know’st thou why ruin slumbers ?
lHe slumbers not, but shuts his eyes,
Till we’ve filled up our numbers.

No. VI.

IprLeER, why lie down to die?
Better rub than rust:
Hark, the lark sings in the sky,
<« Die, when die thou must :
Day is waking, leaves are shaking,—
etter rub than rast.”

In the grave there's sleep enough,—
«¢ Better rub than rust :”

Death, perhaps, 1s hunger proof ;
<« Die, when die thou must :

Men are mowing, breezes blowing ;
Better rub than rust.”

He who will not work shall want ;
Nought for nought is just;
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Won'’t do, must do, when he can't :
¢ Better rub than rust ;

Bees are flying—sloth is dying !
Better rub than rust.”’

No. VII.

Tuick Dick can read, but signs his wmark ;

He likes a spree, when nights are dark,
And sometimes drinks his wages :

Blue Jem can neither read nor write,

But starves his wife, and loves a fight :
What beasts are bards and sauges !

Dick poaches when his work is done ;

Jem fuddles at the ¢ Dog and Gun,”
And laughs at bards and sages :

With stolen brass Dick’s boy buys gin ;

In lampless lanes, Jem’s daughter, thin,
Earns prostitution’s wages !

See how they reel from street to street,
Where ruffians hawl, and strumpets meet,
To earn their dreadful wages !
““See ! cry the brutes who make them brutes,
““ What humbugs are your lostitutes !
How uceless are your sages ! ”

‘¢ Are these your Watts and Stevensons?
Your Chantreys and your Chattertous ?
Your poets, painters, sages ? "

No, these are things that sell their votes,
And strain their loyal English throats,

That lords may steal their wages !

To clothe the squire, they waste their hves;
They rob their children, starve their wives,
To pay his footmen’s wages :
They cannot write, they will not think ;
To l{acd their foes, they work and drink,—
Whaut beasts are bards and sages !

See, Palaced Brutes, that feed on brutes !
And curse Mechameces’ Institutes,
Because ye want their wages!
See, how they reel from street to street,
Where brawls my lord, and ruthans mect I
You’re safe if these are sages!

* How many of these victims of the aristocracy are members of Mechanic’s Insti-
tutes I—Not one.
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No. VIII.

You seek the home of taste, and find
The proud mechanic there,

Rich as a king, and less a slave,
Thron’d 1n his elbow chair !

Or on his sofa, reading Locke,
Beside his open door 1 *

Why start ? why eavy worth hike s
The carpet on his floor?

You seek the home of sluttery ;
Is John at home ? you say ;

¢¢ No, Sir, he’s at the ¢ Sportsman’s Arms’ ;
The dog-fight’s o’er the way.”

Oh, lIift the workman’s heart and mind
Above low sensual sin !

Give him a home ! the home of taste!

, Outbid the House of Gin !+

Oh, give him taste ! it is the link

Which binds us to the skies—
~ A bridge of rainbows, thrown across

The gulph of tears and sighs;

Or hike a widower’s little one,
An angel 1n a child,

That leads him to her mother’s chair,
And shows him how she smil’d.

E. E.

THE PIANO-FORTE.

THE organ proclamant of that great spirit
Of harmony 1s widely open laif

In all 1ts depths; and we, 1ntent to hear 1t,

Stand mutely, atits awful peace dismay’d ;

'The whilst a vision of those magic fingers

Which there create that universe of sound,

In shadowy hght upon the silence hngers ;

And a dream’d music floats in power around!

So were it, if the orb’d immensity

Of space lny steep’d in rayless quietness ;

‘The Power withdrawn which inakes its harmony

Of hght and motion !~—theuce not felt the less -

A might from that dread absence should arise,

And force us the great presence recognise ! *W.*

* This i8 mot an overcharged picture of the condition of some of the me-
chanics of Sheffield. But the Home of Taste is within the reach of thousands of
them. ‘leach them, while yet there is time, to appreciate it ; and they will unbread-
tax themselves.

t Ob, that I could express in rhyme this sentiment as it came, clothed in beauty
snd boliness, from the lips of Dr. K‘night, at our last Cutlers’ least,



oS8

PEERAGE REFORM.

NOTE ON THE EXAMINER,

Tae preference expressed in the last number of the Monthly
Repository for Mr. Roebuck’s plan of reforming the House of
Lords by the single veto over Mr. O’Connell’s scheme for an
elective second Chamber, to which only peers should be eligible,
seems not to be in accordance with the prevalent views of the
Reform Press. The News observes, ¢¢ if it came to that, the
plain sense of the people would sooner have it done away with
altogether.” I think so too, and had previously expressed my
conviction of the advantage of simple abolition as compared
with any plan of Reform. But the misfortune is that the choice
does not rest with ¢¢ the plain sense of the people.” The deter-
mination of the House of Commons, the concurrence of the
House of Lords, either in its present state, or as packed for the
purpose, and the royal assent, are all essential to a peaceful
change; and the question is, to what kind and amount of
change they are likely to be obtained. The Cheltenham Free
Press affirms that there is but one obstacle to Mr. O’Connell’s
plan—<the dissent of the king.” We are not come to that yet.
At present thereis also the dissent of the two Houses of Parlia-
ment. By the way, the editor rather hastily imputes a blunder
which is of his own making. Itis true, as he says, that there are
only 430 members of the House of Lords; but it is also true
that there are (reckoning the Scotch and Irish) 620 peers, all
of whom would be eligible to the proposed elective House. The
leading article of the Ezraminer for Jan. 17th contained a more
extended notice of the letter on Peerage Reform, on which I
shall make a few comments.

The writer seems to assume (as does also the editor of the
Cheltenham Free Press) that its leaving the constitution of the
House of Peers undisturbed was represented, in the letter to
Mr. O’Connell, as one reason for preferring Mr. Roebuck’s
plan. It was not so intended. Its bearing is upon the practi-
cability, not the desirability, ofthe scheme. The argument is,
that the single veto would be the least annoying change to
individuals, at the same time that it would be the most bene-
ticial for the public.

ZThe Examiner prefers the elective scheme for the sake of its
improving influence upon the aristocracy. Very desirable is it
that the aristocracy should be improved, but the proposed
peerage school would be kept open by the nation at a costly
rate. The frequent delay or mutilation of good measures, and
the occasjonal adoption of bad ones, are rather too much for
twenty millions to submit to, in order that a few hundreds may
have an additional stimulus to grow wiser. =

Another reason assigned for its preference is, ‘‘the advantage
of the review and reconsideration of measures” which have
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passed the Commons. [t would be better to render the mode
in which the Commons legislate more adapted to the purpose.
Nor would that be very difficult. In the mechanics of law-
making there must surely be better resources for correctness
than the employment of one imperfect agency to remedy (nften
to multiply) the blunders of another imperfect agency.

The Lords, it is said, would nullify the effect of the single
veto by mutilating bills instead of rejecting them. A House of
Commons which should suffer itself to be baflled by such a
technicality as this, ought forthwith to be sent about its busi-
ness. The amendments of the Lords must be adopted or re-
jected by the Commons. In the latter case they have only to
return the bill to the Lords, and so reduce them to a simple
Aye or No.

The plan of the single veto was ascribed to Mr. Roebuck
because the writer first heard of it as his; and it is so regarded
by Mr. O’Connell. The Examiner allows that he ¢‘broached” it.

It was only incidentally that the comlelarative merits of these
plans were adverted to in the letter to Mr. O’Connell. In the
main purpose of that letter which was to deprecate his advice
of the exclusive agitation of Peerage Reform, 1 am gratified,
to find that the Exraminer concurs. The Ballot and the Repeal
of the Septennial Act must precede the reform of the House of
Lords. They are essential to the existence of such a house as
will possess the requisite wisdom and courage to carry that
Reform into effect. The same may be said of Church Reform,
and of sundry other questions. Until representation be per-
fected, only patchwork measures, and compromises that tend
to perpetuate a large portion of evil are to be expected. o

VALENTINES’ DAY.

CHARACTERS.

MRr. HeErBBRT,
Mns. HerBamrr.
VALENTINE

and % Their som and daughlcr.
FAnnNy.
HerBERT MAXWELL.
MR. BickErING.— A wealthy mushroom.
MRs. BickerING.—A lady who does the honarurs with propriety.
Marvy AnNE.— Their daughter.
AuNT BravoaBsLr—dA Fungus.

Guests, Children, Servants, &c. &c.

SCENE 1.
Breakfast Room at MR. BickerRINGs.

Mr. Bickering.—Half-past nine! Mr. Maxwell not down

yet !
Mrs. Bickering .—Shall we begin breakfast now ?
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My. Bickering —~By ro means +—Mr. Maxwell would have
a right to consider it as an insult,—the first night he has slept
in my house !—The first night he has slept in England for some
years I~—I would not, for the honour of my fewily, .to say
nothing of that due to my country, that such a thing should
happen,—by no means Mrs. Bickering!
Mary Anne.—Well, papa, where would be the harm if
we poor famished mortals were to have ouyr breakfast, and
mamma were to order hot coffee for Mr. Maxwell whan he
comes? |
Aunt Braygabble.—Shocking !—shocking !—Mary Anne, I
am surprised that a girl of your sense should be 80 mistaken.
Mr. Maxwell, with a fortune like his; a travelled gentleman,
accustomed to the first society, would be astonished at such a
breach of propriety, and what is due to his wealth and station.
Is it true, brother, that the Chancery suit is quite decided
in his {favour? |
Mr. Bickertng.—Aye—he’s a lucky dog; and a famous
property has been nursing for him all the time he has heen
abroad. - A
Aunt Braygabble.—He is a very interesting young man,
So quiet and gentlemanly,—dont you think so, brother?
Myr. Bickering.—Why [ dont know much about him,
though I knew his father; but I wish him to be made particu-
larly comfortable while he is my guest. |

Enter HErBERT MAXWELL.

Maxwell.—Good morning! Not at breakfast? This is in-
deed giving me a stranger’s welcome. 1 can apologize for my
late appearance, by pleading a hard day’s journey, and the
beguilance of a steady and comfortable bed, after the rocking
uneasiness of being ‘¢ cribbed and cabined in ;” but where, my
cood sir, will you find your excuse ?

Mary Anne.—There, 1 said so! Mr. Maxwell, do you
know we have all been starving. You were quite wise in
taking your rest; but where was our wisdom in not taking our
breakfast ?

Mr. Bickering.—Mary Anne!—You were speaking of my
bed, Mr. Maxwell, Yes, I flatter myself they are comfort~
able,—very comfortable. Simpson does all my furnishing.
Those curtains are capitally hung !—better than those in my
drawing-room j—the dog! he served me a trick with them?:
[ imported the silk from Lyons (cost me four hundred pounds) ;
[ suppose he owed me a grudge for not having the damask
howut and hout of him'!

Young Maxwell.—You have been in the south of France?
Mr lﬁ'ckering.-——-l,Sir?-—no, Sir! [ am proud to say I was
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never out of my own country, Sir—not, but that it is necessary
for some people to go abroad, I allow; but ’tis mot to my
taate. " |

;;Zg'r& Bickering.—Mr. Maxwell, will you allow me the
pleasure. of assisting you to coffee ? |

Maxwell bows.

Mprs. Bickering.—Mr. Bickering, may I suggest to you to
offer Mr. Maxwell some salmon ?

My, Bickering.—1 have my kipper direct from Scotland, as
fine ag ever was tasted.

Young Maszwell.-—(Looking at a landscape.) That is a very
pretty thing: the English painters, it is said, especially in
water colours, have made evident improvement of late

ears.

Y Mr Bickering.—I flatter myself it is a pretty thing, Sir,—it
1.8 Warley,—a wery extraordinary man, Warley. 1 know
him ; he dines with me sometimes. You shall meet him here.
I like to encourage hart and hartists. Mrs. Bickering, my
dear, we must have Warley while Mr. Maxwell is here; and
Justice L——, and Lady {—-—-—; I am hand in glove with
them, Sir. |

Young Maxwell.—Your valley of evergreens is richer than
when I saw it last; and those shrubs that then seemed dwarfs,
are now giants. Ah! there is the pet cottage, with its porch,
which the successive seasons seemed to take a pride in adorn-
inﬁ, Spring, with her honeysuckle,—Summer, with her con-
volvulus,—and Autumn anticipated Winter in shedding over
all the luxuriant snow of her clematis.— Who has it now ?

Mr. Bickering.—O, Miss Braygabble can tell you better
than I. It looks pretty tolerable outside; but it is wery
small,—wery small indeed.

Aunt Braygabble—Yes,—and I flatter myself I have pre-
vented our Mary Anne from forming a very objectiomable
acquaintance. They came in the summer, and invited her to
a sort of Midsummer merry making; sending a fantastical
card, tied with ribbon to a bouquet of flowers,—the flowers
were very beautiful, I must say; but it seemed such a very
strange w,a{ of doing things; and as the families had ex-
changed calls without seeing one another,—of course. Mary
Anne's going was out of the question. Since then I have taken
ome trouble to find out who these people are; and certainly
hey are anything but fit people fpor us to associate with.
They are extremely eccentric; keep all kinds of festivals;
act plays: and are far too free with their servants,—now
servants are best kept in their places,—dont you think so,
Mr. Maxwell ? | . |

Young Maxwell—Undaubtedly, if they are good ones.

Aunt Braygabble.—For my part I always prefer the good
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old-fashioned way of doing thi Such romantic le are
not at all to my t};!te andgneve?'g;o well in the w?oﬂfe g‘&f— a
they are going to do a most extraordinary thing, and ahock?%g
vulgar,—Keep Valentine’s day ! they always do so ;—and"Y"did
hear, that last year Mr. Her{;ert actually wrote a ‘vaYent
his own cook! Poor Mrs. Herbert, what she miISf‘h‘ i
suffered ! A

Young Maxwell.—Herbert!— Valentine’s day f_ nst
be! All you tell me convinces me that it must be m
old friend; the friend whose name I bear; the. ?:and W’ho
made him all he was, and afterwards saved Inm from the
clutches of those who would have brought him to ruin. 'Tell
me,—he is married—he has one son and one daughter—-—-and he
1s in the law?

Aunt Braygabble.—Y —e—e—s.

Young Maxwell.—This is a pleasure I little dreamt of My
father’s old friend Herbert!—the dear kind Herbert ho l*la
nursed the so often when a child no higher than this taY) i d
me many a merry tale; lifted me to tge cherry trees tg pla at
‘“bob’* in the “natural way.” This is indeed a happiness, and
the more, that I can explain the secret of this festival (Sf“V‘ar ﬁ-
tine’s day My father has often rectunted to me how’
Saint Valentine won for Herbert the treasure of his 8§ arer
other self, a noble and tender wife. He was alwaysa romanﬁc
fellow, a devout believer in love at first sight, (o Whl(fh Sdme
creed I confess myself a devotee),—[ Miss Braygabble looks ut
Mary Annel—a craver after old legends, and a religious
observer of the poetries of old custom. St. Valentine was,gne
of the saints belonging to his calendar. It was his, wont
always to visit some before unknown place on that day, that
‘ hig valentine” at all events might have the charm of novelty
In one of those rambles,—the place where, I forget,—it was' his
fortune to encounter, accordmg to the laws his samtshlp of the
14th of February prescnbes a pair of lovely eyes, a combina-
tion of sentiment, superstition, and fun, most likely the counter-
part of the expression in his own. They found their way at
once to his heart, and he never rested till he had gained,
throngh some circuitous means, an introduction to their owner.
‘“Valentine’s day,” in the fullowmg year, saw him married to
her ; and by strange coincidence, on that same day, the ear
af'ter their son was born. Could they do other than name
:;Va:(%nhpe"'-——(l‘an they do other than keep Valentme 8

ay A

.!_i'

Anne.—And I wish I were going to keep it with them
thh al my heart!
| Maxwell —Is Miss Herbert like her mother, oF ,at Igast a8
exquisite a éreature as my father described her to be '{1\
Aunt Braygabble. ———g they are alike certainly. Miss
No. 110. H
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Herbert {8 very much admired by some people, but she is much
too thin to please me, and has such a shoeking complexion!
But, Mr. Maxwell, I ought to apologize,—1 was not aware,—
I —

Young Mazwell.—Nay, Madam, it is I who should ask
pardon for having tired you with so long a story. To avoid
bringing upon you another similar infliction, I will absent
myegelf; meanwhile taking advantage of the time to see my old
and dear friend.

Mrs. Bickering.—Mr. Maxwell, will you allow us to indulge
the hope of enjoying the pleasure of your company at dinner?

Yowung Marwell.—You are very kind, I -

Mary Anne.—At all events —-—

Aunt Braygabble.—Mary Anne, I am shocked at your want
of propriety in interrupting

Mary Anne.—1 was only going to say, at all events come
and tell us what they are going to do.

Young Mazxwell. —So let it remain, will you? — good
morning.

[ £nd of Scene 1.]

SCENE II.
Room with glass door in HERBERT'S house.

VALENTINE, FANNY, SERVANTS, &c., all busily employed tn
decking a temporary throne and altar. Holly-boughs,
laurustinas, myrtle, and other evergreens scattered around.

FANNY (singing).

¢¢ Sweet, be thou mine,
‘“ My Valentine.”

Valentine.—Why all your friends have deserted you, Fankin,
and not one of the many who have sworn by your sweet eyes
have said to you ‘‘good morrow, ’tis St. Valentine’s day!”
Nay, you must wear no myrtle wreath to night. Were it
summer I should be for twining you a willow garland.

FANNY (singing).

«« Sing heigho,
Sing heigho,
Sing heigho the green holly,
Most friendship s feigning,
And loving mere folly.”

Falentine.—Why you have neither seen a valentine, nor
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received one. How will you make your entrée to the court the
Bishop holds to-night. -
Fanny.—Hush ! there's a step on the gravel walk !

(A face loaks in at the window. Fanny starts, and then
stands _fixed for a moment. Face disappears.)

Valentine.—Well, Fanny, I must say that you jump at
a valentine when he does come. '

Fanny.—Who is it ?

Valentine.—How strange, Fanny, that you, of all people in
the world, should have an unknown valentine !

Fanny —>Strange ! —though I should never see the face
again | feel as if T should never forget it ;—(singing)—

¢« Sweet, I am thine,
My Valentine.”

Valentine.—So our little Fan is not to wear the willow after
all ; and T shall twine one more wreath, in the hope that it
may deck the brows of your incognito to-night.

FANNyY (singing).

<«Sweet, I am thine

My Valentine,”

Falentine.—And now you are minus a billet-doux. I might
sFare you one of the three with which fate has blessed me—
th

ough the benedictions are not very unctuous of the influence
of *“ the Nine.”

FANNY (singing).

¢« Sweet, I am thine
My Valentine.”

Valentine.—That is the third time you have given your incog.
his assurance. What a pity he is not here to receive it.

Enter MaxwerLL, Mr. Herperr, Mrs. HERBERT.

Mr. Herbert.—There is my bird singing at her sport. I
should tell you that I am transgressing the law in bringing
you here. 11 strangers must have seen a valentine ere per-
mtted to approach the shrine of the saint; and even those of
the househo{d are not accounted worthy to render homage
until they have recetved one. But the %’Iedes and Persians
never were tempted by old and dear friendship—so we must
be forgiven.

Young Maxwell.—My dear sir, your justice remains unim-
peachable. T am not on{y a devout worslllippcr of the law, but
as yet have been a strict observer also; and here 18 my sweet
witness,

H 2
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Valentine.— 1 will be witness, as Famny is a principal.

Mr. Herbert.—Let me be witness to one thing. Grasp hands
in token of your beginning friendship, which I Ope will be as
true, as happy, and, alas! more lasting than was that of your
fathers’ before you. Herbert, this is my son; Valentine, this
1s Herbert Maxwell. |

Mazxwell.—My hope is, that I may as well deserve the title
of friend as your fdther has done.

Valentine.—And mine, that I may deserve to be prized by
you as dearly as was your father by mine.

Mr. Herbert.—My wife and her little duplicate must not be
left out.

Mrs. Herbert.—A miniature edition, Mr. Maxwell, yet does
it have, aye, and deserves to have, (kisses Fanny) a chief place
in the family library. But even this is too much of a jest for
the earnest pleasure you have brought with you.

Fanny.—How good of you to come to-day! Did you know
it was my brother’s birthday ?

Mazrwell.—No, it was the merest chance that brought me
hither; for owing to your change of abode and the loss of the
letters of which my father—your father that is—and [ had been
speaking before we joined you, I did not know you lived here,
nor that it was Valentine’s day.

Falentine.—Then you are most likely in the same predica-
ment as Fanny. You must come this evening,—and yet you
have not the letter of introduction that *“the Blshop requires.

Fanny.—Oh! you must be with us!

Mazwell. —That I must be with you whenever I can, and
Kou will let me, seems quite as certain to me as to you. But

ow, when, and where can I propitiate his holiness?

Mrs. Herbert.—Here he is! ask him ; I will answer for his
not being a very severe Diocesan.

Mr. 1567 ‘bert.— Vil desperandum 1s one of the saint’s favourite
mottoes. You shall take it, for your comfort—and now we
will leave the devotees to complete their arrangements.

Mazwell —And the sentence for me is, ‘“‘return to the place
from whence you came.’

Mrs. Herbert.—To come again in the evening I hope.

- Fanny [suddenly assuming a half-arch, half-heroic atti-
tude]—And I prophesy!

Maxwell.—Yes, and ready to dare the severest frowns of
holy Saint Valentine, so that my valentine but smile.

[ £nd of Scene 11.]
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SCENE 111.—(Night).

Room brilliantly lighted—hung 1with rwreaths, garlands, de-

vices, &c. &c. An altar ( from which ascends burmng perfume)
tastefully decorated with flowers, and covered with a profusion of

chaplets of myrtle, 1vy, laurel, &c.

St. VALBNTINE (enthroned).

Guests, children, servants, hand in hand, forming a semicircle.

Chorus.

Hail to thee St. Valentine !
Lo we bend before thy shrine;
Like the birds we sing to thee,
All our voices spring to thee.
Myrtles wreathing
Incense breathing,
Loving hearts we brmg to thee ;
Thus we own thy power divine;
Hail to thee St. Valentine !

MAXWELL enters kastzly kolding up aletier ; breaks the circle—slides his
hand inlo FANNY’S, and joins in chorus.

Thus I own thy power divine—
Hail to thee St. Valentine!

Fanny [whispers].—Was 1 a true {)ro phet?
Maxwell.—You are all that I would have you be.

ST. VALENTIN E—(speaks).

Ye that circle round our throne,
Render homage one by one;

E’er our sacred orgies cease,

Receive the crown—then part in peace.

One by one they advance to the throne—hkneel, and offer a paper, saying,

Thus 1 bend before thy shrinve—
Deign to take my Valentine.

St. VALENTINE—(answers).

Tuke the myrtle wreath I give—
Happy love, and happy hve.

As appointed by our law—
Now, vy Cupd, come and draw,
With thy sinall mysterious haud,
Six from out the secret band.

A child, as Cuptd, blindfold, advances and draws six of the Valentines—
the rest are plactd on the altar.



102 Valentine’s Day.
ST. VALENTINE—( reads).

THE STRANGER'S VALENTINE.
'Tis merry, ’tis merry—

Mazwell [Adside to Fanny].—Ah! that is mine! and your
own, if [ mistake not.

St. Palentine.—Silence in the court!

“’Tis merry, "tis merry in good greenwood,”
For the birds on the summer spray ;
But more their glee on the leafless tree,

On good St. Valentine’s day.

’Tis merry, "tis merry when friends ull meet,
As in the good old way ;

But a holy joy it is to greet
The stranger from far away.

Then welcome, welcome, from one and all,
Aud when you are far away,

Forget not those who ¢¢ welcome” said
On our own St. Valentine’s day.

Chorus.

Hail to thee St. Valentine !
Thus we own thy power divine.

ST. VALENTINE—(reads).
THE GIRL’S VALENTINE.

Wiho could be a Valentine
So true?

(Maxwell presses Fanny's hand.)

Who a wreath would fain entwine
For you?

Who hath travelled far and wide—

Never sought a foreign bride,

But returns with heart untried ?
Guess whol

Who would give that heart 80 warm
To you?

Who would make this life a charm
For you ?

Who would every wish control,

Never seek another goal—

His home thine eyes—his heaven thy soul 2
Guess who!
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Who doth crave a pardon fair

Of you ?
That he thus should early dare

To woo ?
Who would draw thee to his heart,
There to feel his life thou art—
Ever love and never part ?

Guess who!

Chorus.

Hail to thee St. Valentine!
Thus we own thy power divine.

ST. VALENTINE—(reads).

THE GARDENER'S VALENTINE.

Great king of spades! Thou once wert muue,
But now thou hast left thy valentine;

Thou cruel rake, how couldst thou sow 2

Hoe Diggory ! my Diggory hoe!*

My turn-up nose you would declare

Was sweet—my somewhat reddisk hair

You praised ; and said my heart ease nature
Turned you from seek-ale to pot-hater !

[ beet-root liked—while I (said you,)
Beat all the roots that ever grew:

Oh had my hops ne’er had 1ucrease,
And this poor heart had bean at pease !

As spare a goose as ¢’er was green
Was ne’er so sickly, sad, and lean :
I who through years of this and that
Was always such a marrowfat !

But now all Ahops have ceased to sprout,
And care mmy heart has eaten out ;

Oh! when I green in earth shall be,
Thou’lt heave a scythe, and thiuk of mel

Then will thy falee heart apriog a leek,
Thy two lips break with feverish streak,
Till o’er the shoots that bring thy pelf,
Thou’lt be a shooting of thyself!

Be sage in thyme ! This is no frolia;
Bewara gad fruits so melon-cholic !

* Vide Thompson's *! Sophonisbs.”
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I will not peack, do you not pzne,
But take me for your Valentine !

Chorus.

Hail to thee St. Valentine !
Thus we own thy power divine.

St. VALENTINE—(reads.)

THE COOK'S VALENTINE.

Oh nymph of Greece! my heart thou hast stole,
Basting, |
Wasting,
Tasting,
Fasting,
Still my love for thee is lasting ;
Whene’er upon thy face I look,
[ feel thou’rt Captain of my soul,
My Captain Cook !

No cupboard lover I,—nor known
Self to
Hitch 10
For of
Kitchen
Stuff, and such hike things enriching;
All regardless are such hearts,
Though stock thou hold’st in many a loan
Of Bony-parts!

Oh ! hear that heart’s recorded vow !
Frying,
Drying,
Melting,
Burning,
Spitted fast—but never turning
My one great steak in life art thou,
¢ Dearest chuck !’’*

Chorus.

Hail to thee St. Valentine !
Thus we own thy power divine.

St. VALENTINE—(7eads).

THE WIFE'S VALENTINE.

I love my love! she’s still my love,
Though passed above
Has many a year
Since first our twin souls wedded were;
I love my love, and tenderly
My love loves me !

® Vide Macbeth, Act 111, Sc. 2,
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Sweet Valeutine |—my Valentine,
The wreath I twine
Of myrtle green
Is bright as those blest hours have been
Since first I joyed to call thee mine
Own Valentine!

And so we’ll love, and so we'll prove
Of heaven above
The dearest joy ;

And so we’ll live, and so we'll die,

Thy heart to mine, my heart to thine,
Dear VALENTINE !

Chorus.

Hail to thee St. Valentine !
Thus we own thy power divine.

St. VALENTINE—(reads).

THE WORLD'S VALENTINE.

To every thing that lives and moves,
Happy lives and happy loves!
Flowers that blossom,
Bees 1’ their bosom,
Fish in niver,
Joying ever
Where the merry sunbeams quiver :

Bird of eyrie,
Nestling weary ;
Shepherd counting,
Flock of mountain,
Beasts that drink at desert fountan :

Faun of wild wood,
Dream of childhood ;
Fairy springing,
Blue-bell ringing,
Round the moonlit-circle winging:

Sweet human faces,
Differing races,
Eyes revealing
Every feeling
To the human heart appealing,
To all that makes this earth a shrine
Of worship to a power divine,

A happy, happy Valentine !

'Tis the last ! our orgies cease ;
Farewell all—and part in peace !
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Chorus.

Hail to thee St. Valentine !
Still we’ll bend before thy shrine;
Ever will we sing to thee !
Every voice shall spring to thee!
Myrtles wreathing,
Incense breathing,
Ever warm hearts bing to thee !
Ever own thy power divine,

Hail ! all haill St. Valentine!
S. Y.

RECENT OCCURRENCES IN CANADA.

THE reader is doubtless aware, that a Royal Commission, con-
sisting of Lord Gosford, who was appointed governor also,
Sir Charles Grey, and Sir George Gipps, was last year dis-
patched to Lower Canada, for the purpose of investigating on
the spot the grievances of which the people of that colony had
complained. The object of the following pages is to detail the
early proceedings of the commissioners.

In order to render such details intelligible, it is necessary
briefly to sketch the circumstances which gave rise to the
exped);ent of the commission.

The people of Canada, especially those of Lower Canada,
had long complained of the evils connected with their local
government. In the early part of 1834, they emnbodiedtheir com-
plaints in a series of resolutions, known, from their number, as
the ninety-two resolutions. With no other alterations than
usage demanded, these resolutions formed the subject matter
of a petition to the Imperial Parliament ; but before its arrival,
the resolutions themselves were brought before the House
of Commons by Mr. Roebuck, who, on the 15th of April,
1834, moved for a Select Committee, ¢ to inquire into the
means of remedying the evils which exist in the form of
government now existing in Upper and Lower Canada.”

A committee was accordingly granted by the House; but,
by a bold mistatement on the part of Mr. Secretary Stanley,
the inquiry was confined to the Lower Province, to the great
disappointment of the people of Upper Canada.

Mr. Secretary Stanley inforimmed the House, that in Upper
Canada no differences existed between the severnl branches of
the legislature ; but that the people and their representatives
were contented with the form of government. 'The House, of
course, could not doubt the word of a Stanley, and the Upper
Canadians were consequently deprived of the benefit of the

inquiry.



Recent Occurrences in Canada. 107

It appeared afterwards, that this was a mere trick on the part
of the right honourable Secretary. Not only were the
discontented, but Mr. Stanley was perfectly aware OFetheir
discontent. When out of ofhce, he had corresponded with
them on the subject; had excited them to demand redress ;
and had even pointed out the course to be pursued. ¢ The
legislative council,” said Mr. Stanley, in a letter addressed
to the Reformers of Upper Canada in 1820, ‘¢ is at the root of
all the evils complained of in both the provinces;” and speak-
ing of the course to be pursued, the letter continues, ‘“ a con-
stitutional mode is open to the people, of addressing for the
removal of the advisers of the crown (Mr. Stanley was not
theu in place), and refusing supplies, if necessary, to support
their wishes.” Yet, in the face of this accurate knowledge of
the state of opinion in Upper Canada, does the same Mr.
Stanley afterwards make a false declaration, for the obvious

purpose of keeping from the public eye a part of his doings
as golonial Secretary.

The labours of the committee were but of small avail to
the people of Lower Canada. By one of the meanest subter-
fuges ever resorted to by a colonial minister, Mr. Stanley’s
successor, Mr. Rice, procured the suppression of the evidence,
He sought a conference with the two Canadian delegates,
Messrs. Viger and Morin. At this conference, which took
place on the 22nd of June, he made the fairest professions
of a conciliatory disposition towards Canada; professed great
respect for the functions of the Assembly, equal in fact to
that which he entertained towards the House of Commons;
and only seven days after penned a desgatch to Lord
Aylmer, violating every promise he had inade, and leaving
the whole question in a much worse state, as far as facility of
settlement is concerned—than he had found 1t.*

The consequences may be easily conceived. The deceived
people of the Canadas became highly excited. An election
was about to take place in both provinces, and there seemed to
he a general determination so to order matters that the result
should impress upon this government a clear conception of
the intensity and unanimity of popular opinion.

The result corresponded with this determination. In Lower
Canada, the advocates of an elective council number no less
than seventy-nine out of eighty-eight, of which the Assembly
is commposed, and in Upper Canada, their strength is thirty-tive
out of Hifty-nine.

In Lower Canada, so 1mpatient were the people that an

ople

* The minutes of this eonforence, together with the despatch in question, were
rinted side by side, and circulated among members, The copies were transmitted
y post from ({ravesend, as the easiest mode of conveyance, and hence the peper

was called the letter from ¢ Mr. Rice’s Gravesond correspondent.”
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expression of their wishes should be transmitted to England
without delay, that a convention of the leading members of
the Assembly assembled at Montreal in the December follow-
ing, whereat a petition, reiterating their complaints, was
unanimously adopted. In this petition the former petition
was confirmed, and some grievances of recent occurrence were
complained of; the vicious constitution of the Legislative Coun-
cils was again stated as the main cause of most of the evils
they suffered ; and the petitioners prayed, ¢ that the Legisla-
tive Council as at present constituted be abolished ; and that
the people of this province be empowered to elect the second
branch of the legislature in future, as the only means of pro-
ducing that harmony without which internal peace and good
government cannot exist.”

This petition, which was subsequently adopted by the House
of Assembly, was presented to the House of Commous, on the
9th of March last, by Mr. Roebuck, and on the 20th to the
House of Lords, by Lord Brougham. In the House of Com-
mons considerable discussion took place; and it ended by a
declaration by Sir Robert Peel, that his Majesty had been
advised to send out a High Commissioner to investigate the
grievances of the Lower Canadians on the spot.

For some time after, the Royal Commissionership went
begging. It was offered to several, who refused it at once.
Lord Canterbury accepted it at first, but after living a day or
two under its dignity he threw it up, alarmed at the difficulties
it would entail upon him. Lord Amherst was the next, but in
the mean time the change of Ministry took place, and so great
was the delay of the present Colonia{ Secretary in completing
the arrangements, that there was time to hear the objections of
the Canadian people to Lord Amherst, and it was conveniently
managed that he should resign. It was then determined to
send three Commissioners instead of one, and on or about the
21st of July the Pigue, freighted with the Commissioners
already named, sailed from Portsmouth, and after a passage of
about a month landed her charge at Quebec.

The reader must not be surprised to learn that the people of
Canada received the Commissioners with distrust. Igac 1 suc-
ceeding governor, during a long series of years, had been sent
out to Canada with instructions to pursue a conciliatory line of
policy. In the first instance this had imposed upon the people,
and f{;r a time the new governor had almost invariably been
popular. But this popularity was usually of short dura-
tion. Governor after governor had submitted his judgment to
the dominion of the organ of the obnoxious class—the Execu-
tive Council ; and it was by no means an unwarrantable infer-

ence that Lord Gosford might possibly pursue the same course,
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Several injudicious though trifling acts of Lord Gosford
tended to strengthen this want of confidence on the part of the
people.

In the first place theobnoxious Executive Councillors, of whose
conduct and influence the people had commplained, were sworn in
anew by his lordship. A part of the duty of the Executive
Council is to act as a privy council to the governor ; and the peo-
ple regarded the above actas a determination on the part of the
Governor and Commissioners to receive as their advisers these
obnoxious persons. As if to strengthen this suspicion, the pro-
ceeding was not only unnecessary but it was illegal, inasmuch
as it 1s only in the event of the demise of the crown that such a
course 1s prescribed by law. A letter, written in Canada, re-
marking on this ?nadvertency—for it was probably no more—
says : ‘‘ he has committed himself with the public by appearing
to choose these old vipers as his own councillors, and so en-
couraging the faction of the ofhcials to hope that their reign
will be perpetual.” |

The next injudicious act committed by Lord Gosford was
attending a political ball given by the bureaucratic* party to
Lord Aylmer previous to his departure. Of this party, Lord
Aylmer was for the time the idol. He had served their purpose
by opposing himself to the wishes of the people on all occasions,
and to do him outward honour whilst they inwardly despised
him, was part of their selfish policy. It was of course import-
ant to this party to obtain the new Governor's apparent sanc-
tion of the course Lord Aylmer had pursued, and they there-
fore respectfully (!) invitei’ Lord Gosford to do honour to the
occasion. His Lordship, inadvertently 1t is presumed, accepted
their invitation. In the mean time one of the other Commis-
sioners, mixing more among -different classes of the communit
than his confrgres, saw the bait in time to enable Lord Gosforc{;
in some degree, to correct the error into which he had fallen.
The mode in which he escaped from the difficulty is thus re-
lated in a letter dated Montreal, 19th Sept :—

«“ The ball given to Lord and Lady Aylmer took place oun the 15th,
Lord Gosford und Sir George Gipps were present as expected, but
they remained only an hour. They had the prudence to retire before
supper, and thus avoided drinking Lord Aylmer’s health.  Sir Charles
Grev did better. He remained in Montreal, and thus avoided giving
any countenance to this party compliment to the late obnoxious
goveruor. It was a great weakuess in Lord Gosford to go to this
bull. I am willing to believe that his Lordship acted from ignorance
without having duly deliberated on his own singularly delicate posi~
tion and the temper of the people. Tt is to be hoped that this will be
the last of his bévues.” ,

. RTINS

* Bureaucracy is the name given by the Canadians to the local goveminont. Te
13 sometimes called u clerkarchy.

1 7 [
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But this was a trifling error—a mere bévue, as the writer
calls it, compared with that into which his Lordship subse-
quently fell in consequence of abandoning himself to the influ-
euce of the Canadian “‘ oligarchy.” The facts are these. In
the summer of 1834, Lord Gosford’s predecessor, Lord Aylmer,
appointed to the office of judge a man who had been a violent
partisan of the official party under the governorship of the Earl
of Dalhousie. This man gave evidence before the Canada Com-
mittee of 1828, and so illiberal and partisan-like in its cha-
racter was that evidence, that a mark was set against his name
at the Colonial office, as being unfit for an office of trust; at
least such is Mr. Rice’s account of the matter. When the news
of this appointment reached England in the autumn of 1834,
Mr. Rice, then Colonial Secretary, addressed a despatch to
Lord Aylmer, saying that he could not confirm Mr. Gale’s
appointment; of course it was the duty of Lord Aylmer to
appoint some other person to the bench, but it so happens that
despatches are always sent by the post-office packets, which are
usually three or four weeks longer in delivering their letters
than tﬁe New York ¢ line of packets.” The consequence was,
that Lord Aylmer heard of the change of Ministry before he

ot Mr. Rice's despatch, and being under the domination of

1¢ Canadian officials, he disregarded the command of the
ex-minister Rice. As a reward for thus disobeying the home
government—as a reward for having brought (ganada almost
to a state of rebellion, Lord Aylmer has been appointed Com-
mander-in-Chief in Ireland by a Government of which Mr.
Rice still forms a part. Self-esteermm must certainly be a quality
totally absent from Mr. Rice’s mind. No sooner were the
Tories in power than the Earl of Aberdeen confirmed or al-
lowed the appointment of this most obnoxious of judges.

When the Whigs returned to office it was of course expected
by the Canadians that the original despatch of Mr. Rice would
be enforced. ¢¢That despatch,” said they, ‘¢ has destroyed Mr.
Justice Gale’s moral influence, by virtually declaring him un-
worthy of the confidence of his Majesty, and now that the
Minister who penned the desPatch 18 again in power we shall
without doubt be relieved.” This expectation was further con-
firmed by Mr. Rice’s speech of the 9th of March last, which re-
iterated the denunciation of Gale as an improper person to
occupy the bench; yet when Mr. Rice and his party again
returned to office nothing more was heard of the improper
appointment, until the discontent of the people of Canada was

in excited by the third injudicious act of Lord Gosford ;
which we shall relate in the language of the Canadian writer

already quoted : —

« For my part, 1 fear that we shall be forced, by the imbecility or
want of tact of the present incumbent, into unwilling opposition before
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many weeks. He agvpearo to be gradually falling into the meshes of
the official party. You will scurcely believe thut any man could be
guilty of the egregious folly | am about to relate.” It seems that
Valhere, the judge at Three Rivera (who, by-the-by, is a regulur
political turncoat ), being ill, sent notice to the goveruor to have another
Judge appointed pro tempore in his place, to preside at the approach-
Ing term. Gosford, instead of taking the advice, or, at all events, the
opinon of some of the friends of the country, wrote to Reid, our
partisan Chief Justice. Here was a glorious opportunity of involving
the governor, not to be neglected. Accordingly Reid wrote to say
that Gale was the only man ‘¢ he could spare.” ~Gale was accordingly
appointed, and thus Gosford has been dragged into a quasi approval
of the original appointment of this man to the bench, though con-
demned by Rice in his place in the House.

““ On learningthe circumstance, Papineau, who was in Quebec, waited
on the governor, unfolded to him Gale's political character, and the
causes that led to the Assembly’s petition against the nomination, and
acquainted him with Rice’s declaration in the House of Cornmons.
Of all these circamstances Lord Gosford said he was ignorant.

““ This is the third time that Gosford has committed himself.”—
Montreal, Oct. 12.

In another appointment the governor, Lord Gosford, does
not appear to have been more happy. A Mr. Davidson, who
1s one of the most bitter of the party opposed to the Assembly
and people, has been appointed to the office of Under (Civil)
Secretary to the governor. The Canadian letter writer’s re-
flections on this appointment and its consequences will serve to

show the effects of these mistakes on the minds of the people
of Canada.

“ In conversation, Gipps and Grey talk of the case of the Constitu-
tionalists as glibly as though they had been born and bred colonial
shopocrats. All their absurd fallacies have evidently made their way
mto the Commassioners’ minds without examination, eveu to the original
fullacy, which has been over and over again deinolished. We know
the several statements of the facts disproving the fallacy, have been
read by Gipps, yet he surrenders his juégment to the persons by whom
he is surrounded. I fear he is already completely prejudiced aguinst
the Canadians and Liberals ; and how should it be otherwise, when
Davidson, who shared Caldwell's plunder, 18 under-secretary to the
governor ? This man 18 brother-in.law to Caldwell and Bowen, and
1s the prince of intriguers. Being under Walcot, of course Walcot
sees only with his eyes, and hears only with lus ears. Ogden aund
other supporters of Ayliner are at the office every duy ; of course,

Gosford only does the will of the ofhicials, and thus the system works,”
~Montreal, Oct, 12.

The ¢‘conversations” above alluded to, may, perhaps, seem
but trifling matters, scarcely worth recording, but it must be
borne 1In mind that Lord Gosford went among a people in a
peculiar state of political excitement—a people who had been
over and over again deceived by professione sunilar to those
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which the Colonial Office and the governor once more offered
as claims upon their confidence, and that these, and even still
more trifling circumstances, when joined with the graver matters
which we have recorded, should subsequently have strewed
Lord Gosford’s path with obstacles, will scarcely surprise those
who have consid‘:ared to how great an extent public opinion is
influenced by the concurrence of a number of apparently trifling
circumstances — such even as the following when joined
with other items in a governor's unpopularity, in a state of
society literally torn asunder by a long series of political and
social jealousies.

“ Since I wrote to you, we have had a specimen of our new governor’s
¢ spirit of couciliation.” He has nvited Papineau and Viger, the
popular leaders to meet—whom do you think? Why, the bureau-
cratic Attorney-general, Ogden, Andrew Stuart, the chairman of the
¢ Constitutionalists ° (so called), and the renegade Dr. Couillard ! ! !
This is precisely the sort of ¢ counciliation’ that would invite the dog
to meet the cat, and you will not be surprised to learn that it led to
the result which might have been expected. A discussion arose be-
tween Viger and Andrew Stuart, on the comparative merits of the
French and English writgrs on the civil law. Puapineau and Viger
contended that, though England could boast of many eminent legal
writers, yet, on the Roman law, she had noue to compare with Pothier,
Domat, and others, while Stuart contended, that England bad many
far supenior to Pothier; and, would you believe it, gave Blackstone
as an nstance ! Sir Churles Grey agreed with Papinean and Viger,
and appealed to that stupid pompous gentleman Ogden, who, of
course, gave it in favour of the English writers. At length the dispute
grew so warm, that Lord Gosford wus obliged to put a stop to it, by
that approved method ¢a glass of wine,” and so ended the first
chapter of the commissioners’ essay on colonial concihation.” — Mon-
treal, Oct. 12, .

Such are the principal occurrences which tended to create
distrust in the minds of the people of Canada, towards the
royal commissioners, previous to the opening of the Session of
the provincial legislature on the 27th of October, 1835.

Tﬁe distrust of the people of Canada towards the new gover-
nor and the commissioners, must not, however, be wholly
attributed to the circumstances we have described. The con-
duct of the Colonial Office, and of the government, would
alone have rendered the people suspicious of the sincerity of the
conciliatory professions with which they were amused. In all
the petitions of the House of Assembly, complaints had been
made of the improper legislation of the imperial parliament on
matters relating solely to their ‘¢ internal affairs.” The act
conferring upon the Canadas local legislatures, of course gave
up internal legislation to the colonists themselves, and the sub-
sequent interference of the imperial parliament, they contend-
ed was unconstitutional and unjust. The acts they complained
of were three,—commonly called the Canada Trade Act,—the
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Canada Tenures Act,—and the British American Lawd Com-
Eany’sf.Acta»Of' these, Mr. Roebuck (who, in the . interwal
etween :the delivery of his speech, and the sailing of - the
Pique, had- been requested to act as agent to the Assemrbly and
people of Canada) demanded the immediate repeal, as a ireli:
minary step to the operations of the royal comnission, in érder
that the people of Canada might have some evidence of the
sincere desire of ministers to do them justice. Two other prelimi-
naries demanded by Mr. Roebuck at the same time, were, first
a guarantee that the revenues of the province shonld et
agam be seized by order of the colonial minister, without the
authority of the Assembly of Canada; and second; that an
inquirIy into the constitution of the legislative council should
be included in the instructions given to the royal commission-
ers. None of these demands were complied with. o
The' meeting of the provincial parliament was looked for
b]y all parties with intense anxiety. The liberal 'pé{'tj; ,"331;
cluding the great majority of the Assembly (say seventy-nine
or eighty, out of eighty-eight), did not certainly expect,much
from-the Commission ; on the other hand, the colonial officials
had not much to congratulate themselves upon. 1t had, heem
officially signified to thein, that many of the abuses by which
they profited, would be inquired into; and several triwed
circumstances were by them also considered as boding them
no good. Lord Aylmer, among other modes of playing into
their hands, had refused to grant a warrant for the advanece
of the money for the contingent expenses of the Housé of
Assembly. The effect of this had been to put a partial stop
to the business of legislation. The officials desired a con-
tinuance of this course, and the papers devoted to their cause
at first boldly asserted that the said expenses would mot be
eranted ; as the Session approached however, it was stated they
would be granted, but with such obnoxious conditions that the
Assembly would be compelled to refuse to accept them. The
day before the meeting of the provincial parliament, the
‘“ Constitutionalists,” as they call themselves, ventured to
address his lordship, praying him not to grant the contingen-
cies. His Lordship told them that the course to be adopted,
with regard to the contingencies, had heenalready determined on,
and that in twenty-four hours the intentions of governinept
would be communicated to the Assembly. This was a severe
rebuff to the anti-popular party, whose fury was thereby ex-
cited 1n an extraor«s)inary degree. ‘ -
At length the day of the meeting of the provincial parlia-
ment came. It was of course expected that one of the earliest
acts of the governor would be to lay before the legislatuyre
a copy of the royal instructions to the Commissioners. .. This
was not done. Lord Gosford’s speech did not materially differ
No. 110, |
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from governors’ speeches in general, except that it was some-
what more explicit, and thierefore langer. It certainly men-
tiened the Commission, but in all other respects no topic was
touched that might not have found a place in any governor's
speech.

The writer, whose letters have already been uoted, charac-
terizes the speech as—except on a couple of points*—<“a tissue of
liberal nothings, very expficit ou matters of little or no import-
ance, whilst all matters of primary importance are put aft’ to
a future day !” Reminding the 1‘8&381’ that the writer (uoted is
one of the popular party, there is no difhiculty in understand-
ing that the ‘‘ matter of primarv importance,” which is not
included in the speech, is the reform which more thau nine-
tenths of the people of Canada have demanded in the constitu-
tion of the legislative council—thelr mimie “ House of Lords.”
Al minor reforms the people of the colony consider as
nearly useless. ‘‘The council,” say they ‘“is the parent of
all the evils we have suffered, and it you were to remove all
thosge evils to-morrow, allowing the cause thereof to remain, a
very short time would suffice to produce an equally abundant
crop.” In fact the catalogue of grievances which the Cana-
dians put forward in 1834, was mercly intended as evidence
of what the system had produced, and never intended for
special and individual redress, which the people of Canada
were too far advanced in political knowledge to helieve to Le

ossible.  Yet what is the course pursued by the governor 17—
Ie talks to the Assembly of removing some of the evils of
which they had complained, but says not one word of” the only
reform for which the majority of the people uppear to care,

At the same thune that this grand omssion is hikely to con-
firm the discontent of the majority of the people of Lower
Canada, there 15 quite enough of reform to raise up an equal, il
not a greater, amount of discontent in the minds of the minority,
There seems to be a disposition on the part of the governor to
give up to the Assembly the full and complete control of the
rovincial revenues.  This the official party and thair friends.
ina\'e always resi~ted.  To he really vesponsible to the Assembly
will he mueh less convenient to themn, than a were nonanal re-
sponsihbility to a superior authority located at a distance of
3,000 miles. ‘There is also to be w wmore equitable distribution
of offices among the different classes of the community.  This
is extremely obnoxious to the party now enjoying a species of
monopoly.  No future chief justice Sewell—so says the gover-
nor—is to he permitted to obtain seven or eight lucrative oflices
for his own children; no future colonial ¢ivil seeretary (Coch-

® These poiuts are the granting of the comtingencies, und the giving up the
provincial revenues to the Cammons’ }ouse of Assembly.
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ran) is to usurp five or six posts in his own person ; no future
commissioner aof crown lands (Felton) is to abtain estates of
1,200 aeres for each of his eight children. These specific re-
forms of ecaurse draw down upon the local government the
hatred both of the officials in possession and the officials expect-
ant ; which hatred being in excess would not have been greater
than it is, had the government gone a step further and satisfied
the mass of the people.

The answer of the Assembly to the speech from the throne
was couched in courteous but firm language. For all the good
promised by the speech his Majesty was thanked, besides which
the Assembly took occasion to reiterate its demand for an
FElective Legislative Council and an Executive Council respon-
sible, like the English Ministry, to the Commons of the
cauntry.

Some further particulars relative to the address in answer
to the speech will be gleaned from the following extracts from
a letter from the writer already quoted, which extract is the
more interesting a8 it explains the relation in which Lord Gos-
ford and the Assembly stand to each other. In relation to the
Assembly he is the Governor of Canada; with the Commis-
sioners the Assembly has nothing in reality to do.

““ Youwill perceive that, in the auswer to the speech, the Awsembly
has ubstuined from recognizing or ulluding to the Commissioners.
The speech from the throne was evidently a trap to guin such u recog-
nition : but the Assembly is too jealous of its own position to do su,
Lord Gosford was distinctly told, before the sersion opened, that the
Asseinbly could not recognise the Commission; and | amn told that
his |uzd>¥|'xp acknowledzed that he did not expect it.  Thus the foot-
ing the Asseinbly and the Commission are on, ju relution to each
other, is this :—Whatever the Assembly desives of the Commission,
they usk of the governor ; whilst, on the other hand, whatever the
Comvmission desiies of the House is applied for by the governor, in
what the old schoal paliticiuns call the constitutional manner. From
this you will perceive ut once the nature of the Commissioneri—they
ure erely u sort of temporary executive Council, placed there to ad-
vise the governor, This is the opinion of all here, and I myself am
wnclined to deewn it correct,  Whether subsequent occurrences will
cause this opinion to be given up, I cunnot now say. It is thought
that the Commissioners will not visit the couutry parishes—they have
suficient evidence of the unaniniity of the whole country to render
saoh a step unnecessary. They huve, however, announced their in-
tention of visiting Moutreul next summer, and it is possitle they may
go to the Chambly distriets. The ¢ five confederated counties” would
be worth their examination, 1n a political paint of view, Such a visit
would give themn an idea of the 10tensity of public apinion among the
most intelligent of the population.”—Quebec, 2nd December.

After some further observations which need not be quotod,
the letter goes on to state that—

“ The elective council question is thus eyaded. The wb-!Commiu
2
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sioners have been heard to say that an elective council should be
granted, but for the mixed origin of the people. Well, then, was the
reply—grant an elective council to Upper Canada., The Upper Cu-
nadians demand an elective council, and are not of ¢ mixed ongin.’
¢ True,” rejoined the wily sub-Commissioners, ¢ but there i1s not the
unavimity * which prevails in Lower Canada.” * d #

The ¢¢ sub-Cominissioners’ are certainly most skilful dialec-
ticians. Here the Canadians are certainly reduced to a most
cruel dilemma. The Lower Canadians consist of about
450,000 persons of Freneh origin, and 150,000 of ¢ other ori-
gin ;”’ of these, nearly all the firstare in favour of ¢“ the Elective
Principle,” as are also half, or perhaps two-thirds of the latter.*
In other words about nine-tenths of the whole people desire an
elective council. But although nearly unanimous they are .of
‘““mixed origin”’ and so according to the doctrine of the sub-
Commissioners they are to have no reform. In Upper Canada
on the other hand, the argument is shifted to suit the circum-
stances. There the people are not of mixed origin, but then
they are not unanimous. It 1s only two-thirdst of -the whole
population that is in favour of reform, and so reform is to be
denied until the opposition of the minority can be nullified.

A more atrocious political doctrine was, perhaps, never
broached. Itseffect would be to perpetuate all existing abuses,
to render reform impossible, and virtually to give up the go-
verning power to the minority. Taking the population of the
two Canadas together at 1,000,000, the utmost number of per-
sons represented in the two Assemblies by persons opposed to
the elective Principle, 15 175,000, or not much over one-sixth of
the population, and yet eftect 1s still to be given to the will of
this minority by the abominable doctrine alluded to in the above
extract.

Every newspaper received from the Colony—and they now
(January 26th) reach as late as the 24th of December—bears
some evidence that the partial improvements which have taken
place under Lord Gosford’s admnistration are wholly insuffi-
cient to quiet the country. The determination of the Assembly
18 to adhere to their demand, for ¢ the great remedial measure
—an elective second Chamber,” and with nothing short of this
will they be contented. All other reforms, say they, would
afford no security for the future. It is on a responsible legis-
lature that they place their sole reliance. By withholding
supplies (the course, be it remembered, recommended to their

* The numbers indicated by the Election returns are 479,500, represented by
persons in {uvour of the Llective principle, and 32,500 by members opposed thereto.
See article Canada 1n our September number.

t 'This was the proportion in 1834. There is reason to believe that since then the
Reformers of Upper Canada have greatly increased. Questions of Reform have
gained strength in the Assembly by discussion ; and there is, out of the House, an

extensive organization of Reform Association which ought to be regurded as u
striking.sign of the tumes.
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hotice by Mr. now Lord Stanley, in 1829), they hope to attain
their end. This course is the more proper in their case as the
want of economy in the payment of public officers is one of the
most evil results which the Assembly desires to remedy.

As evidence of the importance which the Canadians attach
to this radical measure, and their determination to adhere to
Lord Stanley’s ‘¢ constitutional mode,” we again resort to the
writer already (uoted :

~ “I have just heard that it has been determined to allow the Commons
of Lower Canada to have the whole control of the revenue. This is
merely a piece of justice—of tardy justice. The Comnissioners are,
I learn, to report to the King from time to time. First, on Finances ;
secondly, on the Tenure of Land : thirdly, on the Executive Council,
I believe it 1s decided that we are to have a responsible Executive
Council. But the chief thing, an elective Legislative Council, we are
not to have yet awhile ; so you see we have a long struggle before us,
I hope the House will not becajoled into voting one penuy of supplies
till we get this essential reform.

 You are well aware that our chief reliance for enforcing reforms
is the ¢¢ constitutional method’ of refusing to vote the supplies. Your
House of Commons need not care for the Lords, if they would pursue
our plan. " But the truthis, your House of Commons is aristocratic;
and does not desire collision with the Lords. Last year (1834), as you
are aware, Spring Rice defeated us by dipping his hand into the mihi-
tary chest ; and Lord Gosford now asks us to refund it. This makes
one begin to suspect that all this fuss about, and expense of, the Com-
mission, are merely- a clumsy expedient to get the money out of the
Assembly. The officials want past arrears and future supplies; and
if they get themthey will laugh at us—and so they ought. The Com-
missioners seem disposed to remedy small crievances, as tubs are
thrown to whales. Will the assembly be thus cheated out of the
public money ? I trust not. Not one farthing would I grant, until
we get an elective council.”—Quebec, 2nd Decc.

This is without doubt the obvieus course to he pursued by
the Assembly. The prime movers of the pau'tf{l desiring the re-
tention of ‘“ things as they are” are the official personages
themselves who now profit by the system, together with their
friends and adherents who hope to profit by the same. The
Legislative Council is8 emphatically their Chamber; the chief
othcials are members of it, and while it exists as at present con-
stituted, 1t will represent their will and their interests. The
voting of supplies 18 the only case wherein the will of the people
can have force, and there 18 nothing improper on the part of
the Assembly in thus determining to maf{e the control which
the constitution gives them over the public money a means of
enforcing wholesome reforms. 1f the House of Assembly grant
the supplies,- it i3 (quite clear that the object of the officials will
be gained. The’ Assembly might still amuse themselves by
legislating on useful measures, but it would be mere lost labour,
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If our House of Commons were elected as the Canadian As-
sembly is—by the free voice of the people, a similar course
would be frequently resorted to. Supplies would he withheld
until the course to be pursued by the Minister, and perhaps by
the House of Lords also, should be made known. Ifthe Lower
Canadians now give the supplies, their work will be to be re-
commenced, and they will not regain their present advanta-
geous position until they have again brought the gentlemen
represented by the council, to their present deplorable condition.

ith the conciliatory conduet and accommodating spirit of
Lord Gosford towards the Assembly, the members of which it
had been the custom of former governors to despise and con-
temn, the people of Canada seem to be perfectly, and it may
be added, justly satisfied. Courteous themselves, they natu-
rally feel the want of it in others, and the haughty bearing of
their former military governors had, in almost aﬂ cases, dis-
gusted them. The mild and gentlemmanly demeanour of Lord
Gosford is certainly an improvement in tf;e mode of governing
Canada.

The minor reforms that are to take place will also be not
without benefit; but, if it be the opinion of the colonial
minister and of his colleagues, that those trifling reforms will
silence the cryof nearly the whole Canadian people for anelective
council, they will speedily discern their error. The people of
Canada, notwithstanding what has been said to the contrary by
interested persons, are in & very respectable state of intelligence,
es{Fecially on political matters. What they have already
effected 1s evidence of this. Like their English fellow subjects
they will doubtless take all they can get, but they will never
cease to agitate the question of reform until they obtain the
full control of their internal affairs, and this they feel they can
never succeed in, while the irresponsible legislative council is

‘mitted to remain. Lord Glenelg may tuke the case of the

‘nglish Reform Bill as a proot’ that a preliminuR' step will
not satisfy an intelligent people. Moreover, the doctrine of
finality has not yet found 1ts way into Canada.

It has already been stated thut, althomgh the mass of the
peo:ple are not satisfied, the threatened reforms are such as to
excite the fury of the colonial Tory party. This, by the way,
is invariably the case with partial measures. If one abuse
attacked, the whole tribe of those who profit by abuses 14
sure to be let loese upon the minister sanctioning the reform.
This is the case in Caiumda. The local and impenal go-
vernments, are incurring the veri; maximuin  of othaal
obloquy by the partial reforms they have salready sanc-
tioned, wh ist those reforins have not beem sufficient to ob-
tain for them the good will of the mass of the people. The
wise oolurse is imvarisbly to sanceon the whole messure of
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reform at once. By such a course the good will of a grateful
people would be secured, and the hatred of the factious
minority could not be greater than it is. This prineiple should
never be lost sight of by ininisters, though it is every day
violated.*

The language of the colouial Tory party, and of their
newspapers, towards the governor, the Commisgion, and the
government of this country, is expressne at once of thelr e
and of their folly. In the cities of Quebec and Montreal
exist two political dubs, dignified by the name of ¢ Con-
stitutional Associations,” the members calling themselves
Constitutionalists.  The political principle—if such it can be
called—Dby which these personsare guided, is—opposition to the
elective principle.

Their present policy is to intimidate the government, and
thereby to deter 1t from sanctioning those reforms, which
justice, good policy, and the spirit “of. the times, unite in
demanding.

The means of intimmdation which these Constitutionalists
have adopted are as follows :—

1st. To muke it appear that they have the whole British population

th them.

2nd. To show—that thewhole population of Upper Canada are with
them.

3rd.—that they are prepared to rebel.
4th.—that they are prepared to join the Umted States.

The first two fallacies have been already exposed in the
Monthly Repository for ‘septembm It may however be well
to recapitulate the exposure. 'The British mhabitants inhabit
the ¢ Townships,” as they arve called, situated south of the St.
Lawrence. To make the claim of the ¢ Constitutionalists ” to
represent the whole of the British population true, all the mem-
bers of the provincial parliament returned by ‘the Township
should be Constitutionalists. This, however, is not the case. The
largest British county, Smnqtead returned members in favour
of the elective principle by a majority of three to one. Another
British 'l‘ownsLip county, Drummond, returned a ‘ Resolu-
tionist ” unannnously, whilst in the county of Sherbrooke,
which is the strong hold of colonial Toryism, and of the
British American Land Company, the ¢ ()(mstitutional ?
members prevailed only by a bare majority. Hence
that the number of the Constitutionalists is so thomu 1ly
contemptible—is in  fact not over one-third of the whole

* ‘L he Resolutioms on the Baltic 1'1mber Duties affords a curious illustration of this.
The alteration pmpo%ed will destroy the colonial tude, but will not confer full
benefit on the peo A meusure of full beneht would lmvv done no more evil but

would have done rme-fol - Partiu]l measures of good are almost alwaya whole
measures of evil, and the of obdorjuy.
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British population. In fact out of the cities of Quebec and
Montreal the Constitutionalists are utterly powerless, and even
there they would scarcely be heard of but for a control, purely
mercantile, over a noisy press.

In the upper province the minority is not quite so weak n
numbers as In Lower Canada, but it is still a weak minority.
Its force at the last election has been already stated at ome-
third of the population, but from the rapid progress of opinion,
and the success of the principles of reform in Lower Canada,
and in the mother country, the number has been considerably
diminished, perhaps to one-fourth. The organization of the
liberal party in Upper Canada, is moreover very complete.
There is a ¢‘Central Canadian Alliance Society ” at Toronto, the
capital, of which the most able and energetic men are members.
This society has branch societies all over the country. By
means of these societies, a constant communication 1s kept up
all over the province. This, however, is not all. In Lower
Canada similar associations have been formed, which are also
in communication with those of the Upper Province. At the
opening of the Lower Canadian session, two influential mem-
bers of the Toronto Alliance Society (W. L. Mackenazie, Esq.,
and Dr. O’Grady) visited Quebec for the purpose of commu-
nicating with the leading men of Lower Canada, on the course
to be adopted for procuring that reform which both provinces
desire. 'Fhe result of this mission was satisfactory to the
reformers of both provinces. As far, therefore, as the strength
of parties in the Canadas is concerned, the British ministry
need not be alarmed at the colonial Tory threat of rebellion.

As for a junction with the United States, the value of this
threat may be tried by the interests of the party using it. The
principle of the American government is, ‘‘ that the people are
the only legitimate source of political power.” If independent
Canada should desire to be admitted into the union, she would
still retain her own form of government and laws, the only
condition bein%' that of giving up a portion of the sovereign
power,—namely, making war, coining money, regulating
external trade, &c.—to the general roverninent. In return for
this she would obtain a voice in the affairs of the union, by
sending members to Congress. As far as the state of Le jeune
Canada might be concerned, the will of the majority would
become law. The very reform which the Constitutionalists
threaten to rebel about, would take place as a matter of course;
their darling legislative council would become an elective
senate, and even the governor himself would become subject to
the popular will. We may, therefore, be quite certain that it
will never be with the consent of the minority that the threat-
ened junction with the United States will take place. Asa
party they would be utterly annibilated, and any move to carry
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their impotent threats into execution would be perfectly suicidal.
An extract from the Quebec letter will serve to close these
observations on the pretensions of the Canadian minority.

““ In the meantime the little ‘Constitutionalists’ as they call thema
selves, are by no means satisfied with “the speech.” Though it dc es
not give us our rights, it threatens to rob them of some of their ill-
gotten privileges. You will find them threatening war in all their
reports, speeches, and resolutions. This is merely to frighten minis-
ters, who are not aware how contemptible the party really is. Both
the Quebec and Moutreal Club of Constituticnalists have had a
meeting. At the Montreal meeting, Adam Thom, the editor of a sort
of colonial ¢ Age,’ spouted forth his threats. This fellow once had a
paper called the ¢ Seitler” In the early numbers of the paper in
question, the public were made to believe that he was a perfect ¢ fire-
eater,” and people really grew afraid of him. At last the cowardly
rascal received a challenge, when he discovered that duelling was antia
Chnistian. Hereupon his own set cut him, and his paper assumed a
chop-fallen air and died. Now he talks of being ¢ ready for action’—
1f 1t were really to come to action 1 have no doubt but this hypocrite
would again resort to the Scriptures for arguments against fighting.

“ Nothing can in fact exceed the rage of the Tory party, and
cspecially on the granting the contingencies. They hoped to stop the
bLusiness of legislation by inducing the governor to refuse to give the
Assembly the means of going on. With Lord Aylmer, they suc-
ceeded. The means even of sweeping the House of Assembly, or of
purchasing fuel, with the thermoiwneter twenty-five below zero, were
refused for two years, and the officials hoped to influence Lord
Gosford to continue the evil. However they have been granted.
Their papers abuse Gosford and his compeers roundly. Sir C. Grey
they call ¢ cabbage head’ (why, God knows), and they demand that
Lord Gosford be impeached. I send you the papers that you may
witness their fury.

“ The most absurd part of the Tory raving is that which points at
junction with the United States. If they were to put their threat into
execution, that inoment would seal their ruin. The great priuciple of
the American democracy is election by the whole people, and, conse-
quently, choice by the majority—where then would be the 'Fory
minority > This i1s another specimen of 1the arguments used to frighten
the British Ministry. Let it never be forgotten that the ¢ Constitu-

tionalists * are not 50,000 out of a population of (00,000, and yet they
bluster about rebellion !”

The course then which ought certainly to be adopted towards
the people of both Upper and Lower Canada does not appear
to present any insuperable difthculty. Their internal attairs
should be handed over to them with a guarantee against future
interference. This might be done by a single Act repealing the
obnoxious cases of interference of Wﬁ’ich they have complained,
and in the preamble enunciating the inexpediency of future
interference. The Act which establishes an irresponsible council
of life legislutors is the 31st of Geo. I11. ¢. 31. Portions of this
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Act have already been repealed hy provincial statutes .of both
provinces. Hence it would not be necessary to leglblate here on
the subject. What ha< once heen done might be done again.
The governors of the two provinces might be instructed to give
the royal asscnt to the necessary Acts for the erection of elective
legislative councils; and should the present councils be found
refractory, a ‘¢ creation” might be resorted to for the purpose
of procuring the passage of the Act in question. This plan
Would be far preferable to a mew ¢ Canadian Constitutional
act,” emanating irom the parliament of this country, as it would
in a manner be a pledge of the sincerity of the non-interference
profession aiready alluded to.

With regard to ‘“ external affairs,” that is, regulations con-
cerning forc eign trade, there has been no dlsposmon on the part
of the Canadians to interfere with this essentially imperial func-
tion of the mother country. It is their énternal affairs only,
that they desire to controul. One of the arguments they have
urged i favour of the reform they desire is, that it would bring
the people of Canada and the imperial govermment more inti-
mately acquainted with ecach other. The present oligarchy
they have called ‘‘ a screen between the people and the impe-
rial government.” They have likened that obnoxious mino-
rity to aJew money-broker, who has an interest in keeping his
principals from becoming mtlmdte with each other, and it has
only been when urged almost beyond the point of rational en-
durance that theyv have ventured to remind the people of
Eungland of their sneug_,th l.et justice then be done to the
intelligent people of the two Canadas, and we secure with them
a warin and lasting friendship.  The danger of a forcible sepa-
ration lies, not in the nnpotent threats of the Canadian oligar-
chies, but ir the continuation of a systen of misrule, which
must in time completely alienate the aftections of the people

from this the parent state.

RECOLLLECTIONS OI' COLERIDGE.*

O~ first turnine over the leaves of these volumes, we feared
we should be ¢ ()m]»d]od to denounce the compiler as one of the
silliest of that class of twaddlers who take little boys upon their
knees ¢ before companv,” to immstiuct them with ostemtatious
dandling, in matters that are as far beyond the comprehension
of both parties as are the cradle and pap-boat to a ba{:e unborn.
The apprehension might be premature, but there were grounds
for it.  On turning over the title page we discovered the

following unique dedication :—

® Letters ,Conversations and Reocollections of S. T'. Caleridge. 2 Vol. Maoxeun.
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TO ELIZABETH AND ROBIN.

THE FAIAY PRATTLER AKD STILL MESK BOY OF
THY ] ETTERS,
AND TREOUGH YOU EQUALLY TO YOUR VOUNGRR BROTHERS
AND BISTE RS,

THESE LETTERS AND REMINIKCENCES
OF THE VERY REMABKABLE AND WONDRRFUL MAN wWHeO
WATCEED YOUR EARLIEST DEVELOPMENTS,
AND TO WHOM YOU WERE OBJROYS OF TEINDERKNT LOVE
AND S0L.ICITUDE,
ARE INSCRIBED BY YOUR

AFPFLECTIONATE PARENT.

The above specimen of the maudlin, weak, and morbid non-
sensical, is tolerably perfect it must be confessed, and only to
be equalled by sundry others contained in these pages. Such,
for instance, is the advertisement of Mr. Harman's smile. But
we must allow the writer to do this in his own words, for they

are inimitably to the purpose :—

¢ To, thore who wish to see the only thing left on earth, if it is still
.left. of Lamb, his best and most beantiful remmain,—his sinile, T will
idicate its possessor,—Mr. Hurmau, of Throgmorton Street.”

There are abundant instances of similar ¢ bad taste,” super-
fHluous weakness, and a disposition to gently foist upon the
public the mixing-up of the ‘fairy prattler, the still meek boy of
the letters; and, through the aforesaid, equally to their younger
brothers and sisters,” with the subtle disquisitions and varied
speculations of many of the leading characters of the time.
But after giving these two volumes a fair consideration, we find
in their editor and compiler so much of good, of sterling
humanity, of sincere fixed principle and strong moral courage,
that we cannot find it in our hearts to make any further an-
imadversions upon bis vexatious trivialities. Nor was it likely
that such men as Coleridge and Lamb would have been upon
such terms of continuous intinacy and friendship, had they not
found in him the seeds at least, and perhaps the fruits, of many
noble principles and feelings. Let hiw then, dress a doll, ride
a stick, play at taw, discourse on lm}()-wotch, spin a tee-totum,
and eat plaim or carraway-comfit cake with his children in the
nursery, if it secineth good to him. Though the tribe of brute
batchelors and chaldless critics, muay not envy hin this means
of happiness, they may at all events leave him quietly in its
pursuit, and we hope in Lis possession.

This collection contains many interesting letters and other
fragments. As to Coleridge’'s Letter to a Young Lady previous
to her marriage, we bad contannplated making some severe
strictures on 1its wretched conventionalism, orbific ples-
sautries, and elaborate dulness, but we shall content ourselves
with werely obeerving that, excepting ose or two sentences,
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the whole composition is quite unworthy of the pen that wroté
it. But many among the various notes and letters of Coleridge
will be found to contain passages of profound thinking and
subtle beauty. Those of gharles Lamb are original and ex-
uisite. We cannot resist presenting the reader with the
ollowing, as highly characteristic of the equal temerity and
impunity of true wit. However angry, shocked, or confounded
you may fancy you ought ¢ by rights” to be, you are compelled
to laugh ; after which it would be mere affectation or hypocrisy

to pretend to be offended.

¢ It will be interesting to compare Lamb’s estimate of the belief of
Coleridge —half serious, halfsportive—with a defence (by the latter) of
Lamb from the charge of scepticism. Aftera visit to Coleridge, during
which the conversation had taken a religious turn, Leigh Hunt, after
having walked a little distance, expressed his surprise that such a man
as Coleridge should, when speaking of Christ, always call him our Sa-
viour. Lamb, who had been exhilarated by one glass of that goose-
berry or rasin cordial which he has so often anathematised, stammered
out, *“ Ne—ne—never mind what Coleridge says; he is full of fun.”-

We regret that space does not permit us to give more
extracts. On the whole we are glad these volumes have been
published, and recommend them as containing very fine

““ pickings.”

CRITICAL NOTICES.

The Life and Times of Rienzi.

Nor less interesting thanh Mr. Bulwer's eloquent romance,
and scarcely less romantic, is this historical record of ‘“ The
Conspiracy of Gabrini” (the family name of the last of the
Tribunes). It is ascribed to ¢ Father Cerceau, a distinguished
Jesuit of the early part of the eighteenth century,” and wis
revised and published by Father Brumoy. That Gibbon relied
on 1t as authority is a good testimony to its authenticity.
The simplicity and spirit of the marrative, and the extra-
ordinary character of the events; combine with the qualities of
the singular man who is the subject of this biography, to
furnish out an enjoyment alike ad]apted to the novel reader,

the student of history, and the philosopher.

The Sentiment of Flowers. London, Tilt.

PArTLY translated from ‘‘Le language des Fleurs;” of
Madame de la Tour, partly original, and the rest of the volunte
made up of appropriate extracts from our own poets, this
pretty little booE with its coloured illustrations, E)oks‘ very
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like its title. To each flower a corresponding word or senti-
ment is assigned; and if in some cases the association be
arbitrary, in others 1t is very felicitous. Many pleasant, and
some curious historical facts connected with flowers are intro-
duced. To the author’s philosophy we cannot always subscribe.
He tells us that the potatoe ‘“has for ever banished from
Europe that most fearful of all scourges, famine.” Did he
never hear of the land of potatoes, the land where famine vyet
lingers, cnecouraged to show 1ts gaunt face by the people bemg
dependent on their potatoe crops for subsistence? There might
surely have been a better emblem for ‘¢ beneficence.” Wheat,
for instance ; a blighted ear representing the Corn Laws. -

The Scripture Cabinet. Edited by E. Bellchambers.

A vERY neat pocket abridgement of the Old and New Testa-
ment history, with upwards of thirty illustrations engraved on
steel by Lazars. any of them are outlines of celebrated
»aintings, e.g., Poussin’s Rebecca at the Well ; the Finding of
}Moses; the Brazen Serpent, by Rubens; the Holy Family, by
Raphael, and his Transfiguration, with several of the Cartoons;
the Lord’s Supper, by Leonardo da Vinci, &ec.

The Book of Christmas. By Thomas K. Harvey, with
illustrations by R. Seymour.

A~y mnotice of this book now may seem ‘‘a day after the
fair.” We can only say it is not our fault, the publisher should
have remembered us sooner. However, this i1s a book of which
we can honestly say, ‘¢ better late than never.” Moreover it is
one to feast upon all future years, and all the year round. It
15 a collection of all the good things, ancient and modern,
about Christmas-tide, even up to Twelfth-might, and (horresco
referens) Black Monday. It s full of sports, and of sport; a
merry book and the cause of merriment, and right curious
withal. Seymour has illustrated like a poet and a humourist
as he is; and very rich indeed are some of his adornments,
We trust the proprietors will be well encouraged to fulfil their

purpose, and give us all the ¢ Festivals of England ” in like
manner.

The Union and Reciprocal Influences Zf Science and Religion.
By W. H. Drummond, D.D.
Dr. DrummonD 18 well known as an able Theologian; he
has 1noreover established a reputation as a man of tical
taste and of literary acquirement. Both characters are happily
blended in this Discourse, which was occasioned by the meeting
‘in Dublin, last August, of the British Association for the
Advancement of Science. He has very ably ¢ improved the
opportunity.” The Doctor tells us that ‘‘so intimate of old
was the connexion between Philosophy and Theology, that we
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find the terms used as synonymous, and to /Aeologive was the
sanie as ta philosophize, or to he addicted to the studies of
nature.” Those must have been very old times; beyond the
memory of man, as the lawyers say; notwithstanding the
example of the anthor, and a very few others, we perceive po

syniptoins of their return.

A History of the Presbyterian and General Baptist Churches
in the Westr of England. By Jerom Murch.

THERE i3 little in this volume to interest the general reader,
but the members of the religious denominations to which it
relates have great reason to thank the author for the labour
and care which he must have exercised in its production. His
task of compilation and selection hase been executed in a very
creditable manner. Some of the facts which he has brought to
light are entitled to considerable weight in the legal contest
pending between orthodox and heretical Dissenters for posses-

sion of the endowments of the old Presbyterian chapels.

The Analyst. No, 14.

Toe ANavyer is transformed from a weekly into a quarterl

periodical ; its spirit remains the same, and 1t is still the well-
conducted, sensible, and useful journal that it has been from
its commencement. [Its contributors generally know how to
say, what they do say, to the purpose, and without being
offensive towards those who think diﬂl-:l)'ently. Natural History
and Science continucs to maintain its predominant share of
ailtention, accompanied by a fair diversity of other topics. The
series of Papers (with the first of which this number com-
imences), on the effects of certain ental and bodily states on
the [magination, promises, from the portion before us, to be of

considerable interest.

Practical Anatomy of the Nerves and Fessels supplying the
Head, Neck, and Chest. By E. Cock.

Suca a manual as this must be a very useful help to the
Student of Anatomy. By taking the vessels in the order in
which they present themselves to the dissector, he has the
information just when he wants it, and is enabled to go on with
hia book umf his subject together, instead of having to reverse
the arrangement of the Treatise, to make its 1nstructions
corresp(m(%with the cmployment of his scalpel.

A Popular Manual of the Art of Preserving Health. By
J. B. Davis, Surgeon.

A Populay Treatise on Niet and Regimen. By W. H. Ro.
bertson, M. D

Borx these publications have the same purpose, and that a very
useful one, and of universal interest, as the reader wiay perceive
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by their titles. That of Dr. Robertson is more popular and

lively in its style—that of Mr. Davis inore cowprehensive and
philosophical in its plan. Both wre quite fice from uackery,
and, while they disclaim the hmpracticable attempt of making
every man his own doctor, afford him the aweans of judging
when he stands in need of one, and will he likely, if attended to,
materially to lessen that necessity. In thewr ceneral practical
conclusions there 1s not much diversity ; nor is either of them
unnniadful of the fact that <o great are the varieties of consti-
tution and temperament as to leave many exceptions to bewnade
by the individual, for which he must rely solely on his own
experience and observation. Either work wiay turn to gocd
aceount in uickening observation and teaching himn how to
profit by his experience. If he be of 2 practical turn of mind
we recommend Dr. Robertson ; if lie like to speculate on gene-
ral causes and intluences, let him call in Mr. Davis. The
dyspeptic amatear may enjoy both.

Why is Popery Progressing? By David Thom.

Tag author of this pamphlet holds, and argnes upon religious
opinions which, i the judgment ot many, will stamp him an
enthusiast  How correctly we will not miqpuire @ suthee it 1o
say that he is evidently a devout, a thinking, a conscientious,
and a courageous man ; and he tells truihs to which all classes
of Protestants, established and diszenting, will do well to take
heed. How far he is correct i his notioi of the rapid advance
of the Roman Catholic religion in this country, we have no
means of ascertaining ; except, perhaps in~onme of the northern
manufacturing districts we think he must have overrated any
progress it can have made; but his exposure of the errors of
various deseriptions of religionists is not the less valuable or
timely.

Switzerland, by W. Beattic, M. D. illustrated by W. H.

Bartlett. Nos. 1 to4. 2s. each.

Bextinaym used to langh at a school-boy who commenced his
theme with the proposition that ¢ Virtue is thie most virtuous
of all thing=."  lad the school-boy Lived 1 our times he might
have appealed to this and similar publications by Mr. Virtue of
Ivy-Lane, and triumphantly retorted the laugh of the philo-
sopher.  Certainly Mr. G. Virtee, hke the other virtue, is
““ the means of emjoyment.” He well realizes the utilitarian
definition, and carries the prineiple into that region of art
which the utilitarian philosnp‘u\,rs are often acecused of not suth-
ciently appreciating.  These sketches of Swiss scenery are a
<ood companion for those of Scotland which were noticed 1n
our number for December. They do not give us the same strong
sense of beauty as did the Scotch pictures @ perhaps because
Switzerland has been 20 much wmore worked by artists than
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Scotland ; one has a previous expectation in turning over the
leaves of the sort of scene that will be presented, and we are
not more than satisfied unless there be some novel and extra-
ordinary combination. Some such combinations, however, are

roduced here ; and very many beautifully executed transeripts
of beautiful pictures. Dr. Beattie’s portion of the work is
much more interesting than the reader has any right to expect
from the title of a ¢ Tourist’s Guide.” Itis better written than
his account of Scotland ; and the simplicity of his style in the
description of objects that seem in themselves to apEroximate
to the extravagant, does credit to his taste. Each number
contains four engravings and not less than twelve quarto pages
of letter-press. Certainly the publisher is not to blame if the
enjoyment of artistic talent, employed upon the grandeur of
nature, does not become general and popular. He has placed
that enjoyment within the reach of multitudes."

The English Bijou Almanac for 1836, with siz portraits poeti-
cally illustrated by L. E. L. London, A. Schloss.

I¥ the testimony of the best microscope that we can obtain is
to be depended upon, this beautiful infinitesimal publication is,
we are sorry to saIy, a piracy; being copied from the Almanac
Erepared expressly, by the most accomplished tiny hands in
er dominions, as a present for the Queen of the Fairies. The
publisher may, however, be pardoned, for the sake of the skill
and grace with which he has accomplished his fac simile. On
subjecting it to the microscope at the Adelaide Gallery, we
found the poetry of L. E. L. become legible with the smaller
power, which only magnities three hundred thousand times. Of
this circumstance we took advantage, and copied one of the
poems on the spot.
SCHILLER.

Oh, many are the lovely shapes

That ghde along thy lovelier line,

And glorious is the breathing lite

That warms that burning page of thine,

But never yet a form wmore fair

Amid the poet’s visions moved,

Than Thekla, thy sweet fancy’s child,

The German maid who ¢¢ lived and loved.”

For her sad sake shall woman’s tears
Bedew thy low sepulchral cell,

And say, thrice blessed he the sleep
Of him who knew our hearts so well.

The other portraits, %raphic and poetical, are those of Mus.
Hemans, Lord Byron, Retzsch, Raffaelle, and Martin.

Correspondence. Caius is unavoidably postponed.





